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Introducing Masters Program in Electronic Engineering

The School of Engineering is pleased to announce that the Electronic Engineering Department will 
start the Masters of Science Program in Fall 2011-2012. Students at LIU who finish their BS studies ma-
joring in Electronics can join this program directly. Students from other Universities who finished a BS 
degree in Engineering, majoring in Electronics can also apply for the program. Moreover, students 
who have earned a degree in Science from other universities (four years) can directly join the Mas-
ters program, with remedial courses if needed. The program is completed over the course of four 
semesters (two years) and the student must pass 52 credits to graduate.

New LIU Campus in Rayak

In the newest step in LIU’s quest to bring accessible education to all regions of 
Lebanon and the Arab world, a new LIU campus has opened in Rayak in the 
Bekaa valley.  Instruction will start in Fall 2011/2012. For more information or to 
register at this campus, call 08/640 932.

LIU Students Participate in the 9th Student Film Festival
and Cabriolet Film Festival

Sylvana Mawla, Rawad Kansoun, Yehya Fidawi and Jihad 
Marhaba, all Radio and TV students, participated in the 9th 
Student Film Festival from May 31 to June 4, 2011, and in the 
Cabriolet Film Festival from May 27 to 29, 2011. They pre-
sented the short films that they produced as their senior or 
class projects.

Third Annual Outdoors Day 

The Lebanese International University organized the an-
nual Outdoors Day event at the Tripoli campus and gave 
everyone a chance to escape daily routines and have a 
little fun. The two-day event included several activities vary-
ing from competitive games to selling souvenirs. Food and 
beverages were sold at vending stands, and some students 
sold their own handmade handicrafts. Even Administra-
tive Director Dr. Ahmad al Ahdab and some staff joined in 
the games. The musical atmosphere included the LIU Mu-
sic club performing a special playlist, followed by students 
playing on the Oud and the drums, and finally, a lively Ka-
raoke that brought the whole campus together. Towards 
the end, the students thanked Head of Student Affairs Ms. 
Shaymaa al Samad for her great effort to create a suc-
cessful event, which was undeterred by the less-than-ideal 
weather conditions.

LIU Participates in Annual International Forum in Morocco

The Lebanese International University in Casablan-
ca, Morocco, participated in the annual Casablan-
ca International Forum (edition 20) from April 21 until 
April 24, 2011. LIU representatives welcomed more 
than 1500 visitors who were interested in the facili-
ties provided by LIU in Lebanon, Yemen, Mauritania, 
Senegal and Morocco.

Al Marah Club Organizes Trip to Turkey

The Al Marah Club, based in the Tripoli campus, or-
ganized a three-day trip to Turkey during the break 
between the Fall and Spring semesters. The road trip 
included stops at Mersin, Turkey, where the students 
stayed for two days and visited the old markets and 
the city mall, one of the largest in Europe. They contin-
ued to Tarsus and its waterfalls, to visit the city of Adna 
and its magnificent grottos.

LIU Students’ Short Films in
10 Days 10 Minutes Film Competition 

LIU was both a sponsor and participant in the 
10 Days 10 Minutes (10D10M) International Film 
Competition, with our students entering several 
short films. They were aired at a public screen-
ing at the UNESCO Palace on April 9, 2011.

 LIU Bekaa Hosts Lebanese Norwegian Cultural Week
On Wednesday, April 6, LIU hosted one day of Lebanese Norwegian Cultural week at its Bekaa 
campus. Lecturer Hanada Kharma gave a speech titled "Palestinian refugees in Norway: Between 
laws of asylum and policies of cultural integration", and Mr. Hesham Dibsi led a discussion on the 
relation between Palestinian refugees and Lebanon.
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LIU Star Competition 
LIU Saida held the LIU Star competition on May 19, 2011, 
and the most talented students vied for the top title. Thirteen 
students competed in the second stage and the judging 
committee selected six finalists. More than a 1000 students 
and staff spectators were present. The performances of the 
students were exquisite and noted to be highly professional.

LIU Community Commemorates Day of Return 
On May 16, 2011, LIU campuses all across Lebanon 
commemorated the Palestinian Nakba. In Saida, 
an event dubbed ‘We Will Return”, included vid-
eos of the forced displacement of Palestinians from 
their native homeland and of the crimes commit-
ted against them. In Tripoli, there was a photog-
raphy exhibit that included pictures of Palestinian 
towns and villages and some of the massacres that 
were committed, as well as a ‘Palestine Tent’ that 
displayed some cultural artifacts. The slogan “it’s a 
dream, but it can come true” was prominent across 
the campuses, and participating students promised 
to continue the struggle until they return to their oc-
cupied lands.

Central School of Education Conference
On May 29, 2011, the School of Education held a central conference in Saida campus. Commit-
tees on Education programs (Literature and English, Childhood Education, TEFL, and Teaching 
Diplomas and Masters) studied each program thoroughly in the weeks leading up to the confer-
ence, in order to enhance the curricula to further meet needs of today’s market. The committees 
developed a draft of plan of study, which will serve as the framework to build the new curriculum.

News

Whether it’s a world-class Cultural City, an initiative to make the Jeita Grotto one of the Seven Natural 
Wonders of the World, or a step into the future with ICT, this semester’s events knew no boundaries.

And the Prize Goes to you!
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1st LIU Cultural City

No Culture is Exclusive

By David Zoaiter and Fatima Abou Nassif

The 1st annual LIU Cultural City kicked 
off on Sunday, May 1st, 2011 in our 
campus in Khyara, Bekaa. The two-
week long program consisted of an 
unprecedented display of Lebanese 
and international cultures through a 
myriad of outlets consisting of plays, 
movie screenings, art exhibitions, mu-
sic, dance, book signings, poetry recit-
als and more. 

Cultural City set the grounds for a new 
LIU tradition “which embraces cultural 
diversity,” according to its chief orga-
nizer, Executive Director of the LIU Hu-
man Rights Center Mrs. Kholoud Al 
Khatib. Its aim is to promote cultural 
awareness about the world and to cre-
ate a local culture that welcomes differences. 
“It isn’t enough to just live in our Lebanese com-
fort bubble,” says Mrs. Khatib, “The well-rounded 
individual needs to be aware of global issues 
and conflicts in order to become a responsible 
global citizen.” She stresses the event’s poten-
tial is to “administer social development through 
participatory, non-political and non-religious ap-

proaches.”

Representatives of President Michel Suleiman 
and Speaker of Parliament Nabih Berri, as well as 
ambassadors, consuls and first secretaries from 
countries all over the world were present. This 
year’s participants included the Netherlands, 
Turkey, Columbia, Brazil, Venezuela, South Ko-
rea, Cuba, Palestine, Sudan, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, 
Syria, Iran, Philippines, Indonesia, and Romania. 
During the opening ceremony, ambassadors 
and consulate members represented their re-
spective countries at their national stands. Each 
stand contained pictures, booklets, giveaways, 
and a little something from each culture. The 
other half of the convention was filled with pure 

Lebanese talent: designers, artists, and craft 
workers showcasing their work for the entirety of 
the two-week program.  

During the ceremony, Administrative Director of 
LIU Bekaa Mr. Bassem Hazimeh conveyed the im-
portance of the event and emphasized on the 
fact that this was "the very first annual event of its 
nature”. The location of the event also served to 
“show that even the most rural venues are quali-
fied to host and organize” an event of this great 
magnitude. He hopes that this event will expand 
and welcome more participants over the com-
ing years. 

Closer Ties
One of the more prominent participants, South 
Korea, was present for a special reason: to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of Lebanese-
Korean diplomatic ties. Mr. Juseon Park, First 
Secretary at the Embassy of the Republic of 
Korea in Lebanon, emphasized the importance 
of Lebanese awareness of South Korea’s history. 
“We are witnessing an increasing demand of 
Korean products in the Lebanese market,” 

News
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Kholoud Khatib 
Executive Director of the LIU Human rights Center

Interview
on
Site

What does Cultural City represent and what 
is its purpose?

The Cultural City was launched on behalf of 
the Human Rights Center at the Lebanese 
International University. This center is com-
mitted to the best interest of the community 
with the promotion of Human Rights. Due to 
the significance of intercultural communica-
tion, we were honored to launch the 15 day 
Cultural City commencement. The center has 
arranged this event to symbolize Lebanese 
civilization and talent as well as other foreign 
cultures in its professional aspects and in many 
areas.  

Why did you choose to do this event in the 
Bekaa?

We needed to have this event in the Bekaa 
to change the image that the Bekaa is a ru-
ral area and that all major events should be 
centralized; there was a need to open con-
nections, and we did, to open the university to 
new chances for further issues.

What was Cultural City’s biggest success?

The success lasted throughout the whole fif-
teen days. First, it was in the intercultural com-
munication, in the gathering of many cultures, 
and in the attendance of ambassadors and 
consuls and first secretaries from countries all 
over the world. Second, having this kind of 
prosperous event in a rural area was also a big 
success. And finally, it was in the participation 
of youth in the organization of Cultural City, 
which was instrumental.

he explains, “and with this comes closer ties.” 
However, this celebration of ties didn’t focus 
on politics. Instead, the country representatives 
strived to highlight the beauty of their nation and 
introduce cultural traditions not widely known 
by the Lebanese public. This helped create a 
fusion of different countries in which LIU students 
enjoyed learning about new cultures. 

A Chance to Speak Out
Some participants felt a duty to take part in Cultural 
City, as it gave many cultural and national represen-
tatives the opportunity to showcase their essence 
and identities. Among them were the Palestinian 
Human Rights Organization (PHRO) and Amnesty 
International. For them, it was a chance to shed 
light on issues not widely known. The PHRO’s infor-
mation stand provided those passing with shocking 
facts that challenged the stereotypical Lebanese 
perception of Palestinian refugee camps. Mr. Walid 
Taha, an Ein el Helwe camp resident, exposed the 
brutal reality of the inhumane conditions there that 
are usually withheld from the general public.  “Of-
ficial records state that 45,000 people live in the 
2,000 km2 area, but in reality there are over 80,000 
Palestinian residents in Ein El Helwe” he says, “and it 
is easily influenced by any political distress because 
of the important social and political Palestinian fig-
ures living in the camp”. He was very thankful and 
appreciative towards LIU, and Cultural City, for giv-
ing him the chance to speak out.

Cultural Institutes
Cultural institutes from all corners of the globe 
were present at the Cultural City launch. The Ger-
man Goethe Institute invited people to come in 
and share their social and cultural views without 
judgment, with a touch of the German culture. 
The German Center is trying to “bridge the gap 
in the cultural dispute” between Europe and the 

Middle East, as its representative Ms. Susanne Ri-
eper said. And the Brazilian Culture Center’s pro-
grams allow students to learn Brazilian Capoeira, 
cooking, and the Portuguese language. The 
center also hosts weekly political and cultural 
seminars open to the public. 

LIU’s Own
Many of LIU’s own students took the chance to 
debut their work and share their talents with the 
attending audiences. Mohamad Mourad, an in-
terior design student, took advantage of Cultural 
City as a chance to exhibit his very expressive 
paintings. LIU artists collectively expressed their 
deep value for liberation through art, with their 
art pieces including juxtaposed portrayals of life’s 
contradictions, freedoms, and constraints. The 
artists also stressed that art can play a big part 
in raising awareness about many global social 
issues, since it is a very effective and expressive 
medium. 

Next year’s Cultural City will in-
clude more participants from 
nations all over the world and 
more of Lebanon’s local tal-
ent, to have an even wider 
range and inclusive display. 
Hope to see you all there 
at LIU Cultural City 2012!

medium. 

Next year’s Cultural City will in-
clude more participants from 
nations all over the world and 
more of Lebanon’s local tal-
ent, to have an even wider 
range and inclusive display. 
Hope to see you all there 
at LIU Cultural City 2012!
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Tell us about yourself

I am currently finishing my studies in Interior 
Design at LIU in Beirut. I was born in 1985 in 
Ghazzeh, a small village in the West Bekaa. I 
have three sisters and one brother. Drawing 
started from childhood; I can still remember 
the scratches on the margins of my books and 
on my class tables. It was a talent developed 
in every school project and in every workshop 
until I reached university. The natural result 
was my choice of Interior Design for my stud-
ies and work. 

How does the atmosphere of each of the 
Bekaa and Beirut affect your work?

I acquired different colors and gray spaces, 
calmness and noisiness; these bring contrast 
to my work. 

What is your work most influenced by?

I just express feelings born from the contradic-
tions of life, so I think life, in its micro and macro 
aspects, is what inspires me.

Mohammad Mourad 
Interior Design Student and Artist

Interview
on
Site

What are the media you use in your 
paintings?

I always have a pen and a white paper in my 
pocket for sketching and for developing my 
work. I am now working with acrylic because 
of its flexibility and because it dries quickly. 

What are you working on now and what do 
you have planned for the future?

For now, I am working on my interior design 
senior project, while finishing my art collec-
tion for my first gallery. In the future, I think I’ll 
continue my studies and paint more.

LIU Cultural City Program
• Palestinian Dabkeh
• Armenian Folk Dance
• Miming Show
• Oshak el Aksa and Sanabel Group Music 

Night
• Sudanese Evening
• Danish Movie
• Brazilian Movie: Dois Filhos de Francisc
• Kazakh Movie 
• Palestinian Movie: Mamlakat al Nesaa
• South Korean Movie
• Iranian Movie
• Romanian Movie: Occident
• Zoetrope Film Festival

• Romanian Play: Le Corps de la Femme Dans 
la Guerre de Bosine

• Lebanese Plays by Balamand University and 
Beirut Arab University

• The Use of Latin Alphabet in Internet Seminar 
By Dr. Saad Kamouni

• Book Signing – By Hasan Abou Rakbe
• Book Signing – By Mohamad Shamseddine 
• Book Signing – By Kabalan Kabalan
• Book Signing – Rafic Nasrallah
• Book Signing – Omar Shebli
• The Palestinian Status in Camps Seminar: Re-

ality and Prospects
• Hawiye w Entimaa Seminar – By Dr. Fouad 

Khalil 
• Freedom of Speech: Why and How? Work-

shop – By Mr. Sultan Nasr Al Deen
• Arab Future Prospects – By Mr. Abdulrahim 

Mourad
• Defending Foreign Workers in Lebanon Cam-

paign Launch
• South Korean Cultural Show – By the UNIFIL 

Battalion 
• Jefra and Hanine Music Night
• Ahmad Kaabour Yougani Al Nas Music Night
• Khaled Al Abdallah Music Night
• Poetry Session – By Jamile Hussein
• Poetry Seminar and Book Signing – By Zahi 

Wehbi

News
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The ICT RevolutionThe ICT Revolution
Integrating Technology into LIU’s 21st Century Classroom

By Dr. Anwar Kawtharani, Mohammad Mortada and Saja Takache

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
has become an essential part of the curricula and 
learning tools in schools and universities to en-
hance and improve the quality of students’ learn-
ing. In an effort to adopt policies in tune with the 
global trend where technology wears the pants, 
the School of Education collaborated with experts 
in the field to conduct two forums that tackled 
and identified different teaching and learning ap-
proaches of an ICT-driven pedagogy. Instructors 
from the Schools of Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Education, and Pharmacy participated. 

On July 6 and 7, 2011, Florida Atlantic University 
Instructional Designer and Technology Trainer, Dr. 
Hanadi Saleh, steered a workshop on ICT-based 
education and provided insight on the best prac-
tices of teaching with technology. Dr. Saleh provid-
ed strategies and tutorials to different technology 
tools (ten standardized tools) that will assist instruc-
tors in integrating technology into the curriculum to 
engage and motivate their students.

On July 26, another roundtable discussion on the 
use of technology in the classroom as well as on the 
implementation of a program of distance learning 
was facilitated by Ohio University Professors, Dr. 
Linda Rice, Associate Professor of English Education 
and Dr. Danielle Dani, Assistant Professor of Science 

Education. The discussion addressed program de-
sign aspects (launching brand new programs), cur-
ricular design, and actual teaching and facilitating 
in distance and online formats. Dr. Dani showed the 
attendees what a high quality online course looks 
like in terms of design, content, and interface for 
students. Dr. Rice discussed aspects of marketing, 
scalability, financial models, and facilitation.

As we progress into the 21st century, the emer-
gence of ICT as learning technologies goes hand 
in hand with the growing awareness of using al-
ternative theories for learning. It is imperative that 
we ensure that the opportunities and advantages 
of technologies are realized in order for learning 
to become more relevant to students’ needs and 
learning outcomes become more targeted.

Dr. Hanadi Saleh on ICT
Could you give us more details, from your 
perspective, about the importance of ICT?
ICT includes online tools that instructors can use to 
enhance the teaching and learning of their stu-
dents. They can also be used to better serve the 
community as well, because we need to prepare 
our students for the workforce and to enhance their 
technological literacy. Technology is here today 
and every day we have something new. It is evolv-
ing every day and the more you learn, the more you 
feel that you are behind. And, that’s what we’re try-
ing to tell the faculty. You need to keep going. So, 
how important is it? It is the future. 

We just saw a great deal of enthusiasm from the 
faculty. What kind of opportunities do you think 
this ICT will give them for the future?
First, they are now exposed to different tools that 
they can use to be organized as a faculty. Second, 
they can use the ICT or the technology tools with 
their students to engage them in the learning pro-
cess, enhancing their learning. When they use tech-
nology with their students, the students will be moti-
vated to learn. They will be addressing their different 
learning styles because lecturing all the time is not 
a good thing. Using technology allows you to tackle 
different learning styles. Some students are visual 
learners and they like to see videos. Some students 
are more hands-on and you need to take them to 
the computer lab, to a chemistry website, to show 
them a concept. And also, most importantly, we 
are trying to teach our students that you need tech-
nology to be prepared for the workforce. 

What were the most important topics you 
covered in the workshop? 
We started with a discussion on how to create 
an educational game for your students, such as 
Jeopardy. It’s a template that you can down-
load from the internet; all you have to do is just 
change the questions. I also covered Podcasts, 
Delicious (a social networking tool) and Jing.

One of the most important topics covered was 
a learning management system called Course 
Site, where instructors can create a course and 
put up the syllabus, PowerPoint presentations, 
discussions, assessments, quizzes, and even the 
grade book; all online. They can upload all 
handouts and documents to this site so students 
can access them 24 hours per day, seven days 
a week. With Course Site, you can design web-
enhanced classes, blended classes, and online 
classes. We also covered Google Docs which 
helps students to collaborate. 

Other than faculty, who else can benefit from ICT? 
Everyone. You know, the most important thing I 
keep on emphasizing is that you want to engage 
your students in the learning process. If I show you 
a tool, it is great if you use it with your students, but 
ideally, show them how to use it in a project as well. 
For example, with Podcasts; ask a few students to 
go to ITunes and find something and to share it 
with the other students, instead of solely using it in 
the lesson. This will help make the class interactive 
and the students will retain the information. 

Instructional Designer and Technology Trainer 
Dr. Hanadi Saleh tells us more about ICT

News
News12

11



How will 
ICT change 
the LIU 
classroom?

Dr. Afif Hijazy
Chair of the English Department,
South Campuses

Education is a dynamic body that changes very fast, 
and we need to catch up with these changes to stay 
ahead of the challenges in teaching, learning and eval-
uation practices. By adopting ICT in our system, LIU will 
have fast access to quality research work, as well as op-
portunities for reaching a wider dimension of global in-
formation, and this will transform our classrooms.

Dr. Ibrahim Baghdadi
Hospitality and Tourism Coordinator,
Beirut Campus

Implementing ICT in our classrooms will look like 
this: an instructor can prepare a lesson, in all its 
details, with video, audio, examples, and even 
additional reading, use it as many times as need-
ed and across the world. A lesson prepared here 
can be given in LIU’s international campuses, and 
the students there will not miss out on anything.

Dr. Anwar Kawtharani
Dean of the School of Education

The classroom will transform into a hybrid, with 50% in the university 
and 50% in the students’ homes.  We will have new tools for teach-
ing and for learning, such as SmartDraw and ActiveInspire, used on 
the Smartboards to enhance teaching. In terms of learning, we will 
use tools such as Google Docs and Blackboard, which will become 
the medium of interaction between instructors and students. It will 
connect the classroom to the home because tests, assignments and 
homework can be tracked in an application similar to Facebook. 
The impact of ICT is that we will move from passive to active teach-
ing, from knowledge based instruction to empowering our students.

Now, after long years of work and effort into reha-
bilitating and maintaining the Lebanese national 
caves of Jeita, the Grotto is amongst the interna-
tional finalists competing to become a part of the 
new Seven Natural Wonders. This alone is a big mile-
stone, not only for the Grotto, but for all of Lebanon. 

The cave has been through just as much history as 
Lebanon itself and being a finalist has put the rela-
tively small Lebanon on the map for something that 
is sometimes forgotten for, its national beauty. 

Yet to receive the coveted title, the Grotto must re-
ceive enough votes, and this will need some effort. 
Other finalists around the world are spearheading 
aggressive awareness campaigns to encourage 
their citizens and fans to vote. This summer, LIU and 
Dr. Nabil Haddad, Managing Director of the Jeita 
Grotto, joined ranks to lead a campaign to mobi-
lize people to vote for Jeita. In the coming months, 
we will see various initiatives from LIU’s schools and 
departments as they launch distinctive campaigns 
to raise awareness about the vote. So far, the Fine 
Arts, Communication Arts, and Hospitality and 
Tourism departments have joined in. “If the Jeita 
Grotto is recognized as one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World, the whole country will benefit,” says 

By Saja Takache and David Zoaiter

LIU Joins ranks to

Vote Jeita!

Lebanon boasts one of the world’s most spectacular natural marvels; the Jeita Grotto. This 
underground cave consists of a natural 10-kilometer-long network of wet and dry lime-
stone which stretches out under the Kesserwan Mountains. The Jeita Grotto is a national 
treasure and has been a symbol of Lebanon for as long as anyone can remember. It is a 
symbol that unites all Lebanese regardless of religious and political affiliation.
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Pharmacy student Patrick Saliba won the International Speech 
Competition staged on Zaven's Sireh w Infatahet on Future TV, 
after presenting a speech titled, "Words Are Not Enough." He was 
selected to travel to London to attend the International English-
Speaking Union's annual speech competition. Patrick is the sec-
ond LIU student to win this award in two years. He won against 
students from AUB, LAU, USJ, HCU, ALBA, AUST, and the University 
of Balamand.

Patrick believes that the secret behind his success in the speech 
competition was setting a clear goal, and doing anything to 
achieve it. He attributes it both to this hard work as well as talent. 
“The passion behind standing in public and saying a speech, 
and the ability to keep it all confident and convincing, are with 
no doubt related to talent,” he says. Patrick’s inspiration to pur-
sue this goal was quite a surprise. “I wanted to experiment with 

LIU students have long been distinguished for their ingenuity, creativity, energy, and achievement. 
This semester, they lived up to this expectation by exceeding standards: more students were con-
ferred more awards than ever before, in a wider range of fields and with more high-profile awards. 
In Spring 2011 alone, students Patrick Saliba, Rana Radwan, and Jihad Marhaba received coveted 
regional and international awards for their distinctive work. Yet these are only a few of LIU’s best and 
brightest and, undoubtedly, more will join their ranks. Will you be next?

by Saja TakacheAnd the Prize Goes to…

Patrick Saliba
First Place in Lebanon
International Speech Competition

Dr. Haddad, “Tourists wouldn’t come to Lebanon 
for two hours to visit the Grotto, they will stay in Leb-
anon for a few days at least.” 

The Seven Wonders competition was launched in 
2001 with the aim of preserving world heritage sites, 
after the destruction of the illustrious Bamiyan Bud-
dhas in Afghanistan. It was discovered then that 
of the traditional seven wonders, only the Egyptian 
pyramids remained. A movement was launched 
to locate and designate seven new wonders. On 
7/7/7, 100 million voters around the world voted 
new seven wonders. Jordan’s Petra caves were 
among the winners after receiving 23 million votes. 
“The entire country participated,” says Dr. Had-
dad, “and the designation of the caves as a Won-
der resulted in a 60% increase in tourism there.” 

Now, the campaign aims to vote and designate 
seven natural wonders. Lebanon initially entered 
its cedar forests and the Jeita Grotto, yet even-
tually dropped the cedar forests to focus efforts 
on the Grotto. 222 natural sites around the world 
were entered, and then they were narrowed 
down to 77. Of these 77, 28 were selected as fi-
nalists, including the Jeita Grotto. 11/11/11 will be 
the very last day of voting and the winners will be 
revealed.  Will our Grotto be one of them? •END•

Jeita...
in a Glance

LIU's 22 000 students
can tip the scale

Vote Jeita at www.n7w.com
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rana radwan
Best Nougat and Malban Packaging Design 
Student Starpack Awards 2011

Graphic Design student Rana Radwan’s excep-
tional designing talents were recognized when 
she won best packaging design for the newly in-
troduced Nougat and Malban category at the 
Student StarPack 2011 Awards. This yearly cer-
emony is organized by LibanPack and includes 
design students from all over the Middle East. 
Rana competed against 240 design students 
from LAU, AUB, USEK, AUST, the Lebanese Univer-
sity, the University of Jordan, and Al-Ahliya Am-
man University.

Like Patrick, Rana’s conception of success also 
consists of initiative and action, as well as a fu-
sion of passion. “It takes determination, because 
this is a tough industry to stand out in. You have 
to be willing to do it differently and to work a lot 
harder than the others. You’ve got to have pas-
sion.” To Rana, the best boon of winning the Stu-
dent Starpack Award is the recognition one gets 
from the competitive design industry. “I worked 
very hard to win this competition and to be rec-
ognized by one another is a big deal for sure,” 
she says.

It takes determination

Rana is especially proud of her winning design, 
a traditional package for nougats and malban.

“The concept is a mixture of the backgammon 
and nougats that were a big part of Turkish tradi-
tion, so the inspiration behind it was the history 
of the Turkish people,” she says. As for her role 
model, it is “everyone around me who is positive 
and who I can learn from.” She believes that her 
success, embodied in her award, has changed 
her life in that it is keeping her motivated and 
always giving her very best. •END•

Rana's winning design

something new and at the same time to com-
pete with other young people, for the sheer 
competition and the adrenaline rush,” he says. 

When asked about his biggest weakness through-
out this experience, Patrick presents the title of 
his winning speech. “Words Are Not Enough,” he 
says, “I often felt overwhelmed by the great re-
actions to my award, and then I couldn’t control 
my feelings, so I started forgetting words and be-
coming speechless when describing how beau-
tiful success is.” Has this award changed his life? 
“Definitely. What I've been through is a huge 
gateway for many opportunities, and this is due 
to a great blessing by God and all the Saints and 
to the beautiful support of my family. It has led 
me, finally, to a major change in my life.”

Words Are Not Enough

Radio and Television student Jihad Marhaba 
was awarded best actor for his part in his short 
film Lyom Film Mish Naeem (Today a Movie not 
Heaven) in the first Moscar Film Festival. This festi-
val is organized by the 3738 Life Group, an Egypt-
based online exhibition that selects creative Mid-
dle Eastern artists for its Moscar Awards.

Jihad attributes success primarily to ambition. 
“One must have ambition and a plan. And one 
must not give up, especially in a country like Leba-
non.” He sees his award as only a first step in a long 
journey, stating, “There’s been a lot of good feed-
back to my efforts so far, and this encouraged me 
to continue my work.” To Jihad, natural talent is 
worthless without plenty of persistence to support 
it. His role model? “My dad, Abou Jihad,” he says. 

Jihad Marhaba
Moscar Award for Best Acting 
Moscar Film Festival

One must have ambition
From his experience in the production of his win-
ning film, which was his senior graduate project, 
Jihad saw that he needs to be more serious 
on set. “And I need to stop trying to do many 
things all at once, because this can get very 
overwhelming.”He says that the inspiration be-
hind Lyom Film Mish Naeem was “everything I 
have lived and experienced.” It has changed 
his life, he believes, because it showed him that 
nothing is impossible.
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The name "Earth Day" speaks for itself but what is 
it really all about?  
Earth Day is an internationally-celebrated day; it 
is a way to celebrate the Earth and think of the 
environment we are living in (our air, soil, wa-
ter…) in short, it is about promoting recycling!

Why does LIU promote Earth Day?
It is important to promote this kind of day since it is 
a day of awareness that the Lebanese communi-
ty needs to know about. Therefore, LIU wanted to 
promote this event to help the community, and 
consequently, the environment. 

How can we as an educational institution con-
tribute to large-scale international campaigns?
Given that LIU has a very large number of stu-
dents, it can affect a big part of the community. 
These students will influence family members and 
friends, and this influence, when set off, has no 
limit.

Does one day really satisfy the need to raise 
awareness about the environmental issues at 
hand? What new initiatives/campaigns is LIU 
launching?
One day per year is not enough for such a big 
event; recycling is an on-going process through-
out the whole year. Therefore, doing activities 
every now and then will help remind students 
of its importance. After launching the paper 
recycling program and the Clean Lebanon or-
ganization, we will be launching the “Bouchons 
Roulants” and “Mr. Tanak” campaigns to pro-
mote the recycling of bottle caps and cans 
during the coming Fall 2011-2012 semester.

For those who didn’t have the chance to participate in Earth Day 2011 and would like to 
publicly take a Green Pledge, you can go to http://act.earthday.org/ and pledge to make 
a small difference at the local level. Pledges include: ‘I pledge to walk whenever possible, to 
double-side print when I must print, to organize environmental activism on my campus’, and 
many more. This is your chance to take your own pledge to Live Green!

Head of Alumni and Career Development Ms. 
Laila Manasfi shares more details about LIU’s 
Green initiative:

As we all know, Lebanon’s climate is “weird” 
sometimes. Either we blame it on the typical un-
stable February weather, or on global warming, 
or we just simply confess to our metrological ig-
norance. Global warming has been on the top 
of the environmental campaigns and has even 
made headlines with people like U.S presidency 
candidate Al Gore, whose entire campaign was 
built on environmental awareness. The environ-
mental crises have become very controversial 
issues over the past few years, with increased 
awareness about them. However, there’s more 
to this than just inevitable climate change. We, 
as human beings, aware or not, have a big role 
in what’s happening around the world. We may not be able to stop it immediately, but we can 

do a lot to reduce the damage we are imposing 
on the environment.

April 22, 2011 was one of the several days a 
year which was dedicated to raise international 
awareness about how to “live green”. On this 
day, LIU invited its students to take a step toward 
more environmentally-friendly practices, and 
kicked off the Go Green recycling campaign 
and Clean Lebanon Awareness Club launch. 
Clean Lebanon applications were also given out 
across LIU campuses all over the country to re-
cruit students to take action in their free time to 
help the country where needed.

By Fatima Abou Nassif and David Zoaiter
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How did this initiative start?
The Special Olympics first started when a series of 
NGOs came up with the idea in order to promote 
awareness about people with special needs. As 
such, LIU was one of the first pioneers who be-
came involved in this social event. 

How was the LIU community involved?
Encompassing senior administration staff and 
volunteer students, we were actively involved in 
assisting doctors in queuing athletes to get ready 
for their health screenings, supporting students 
with special needs, and volunteering in logistics 
and support.

What organizations did LIU partner with to make 
this happen?
This happened in partnership with Dar El Yateem, 
located in Saida, Lebanon. Briefly, Dar El Yateem 
is a well established institution that has helped 
generations of people in need of socioeconomic 
aid. Additionally, it has a special section catering 
for people with special needs. With its first-rate 
reputation, Dar El Yateem was able to reach out 
to the widest scope of people and further raise 
awareness on the importance of understanding 
the needs of people with special needs, in order 
to remove the discrimination barrier and stigma 
against them.

What are the future plans of LIU, specifically the 
Saida campus, with regards to community in-
volvement initiatives such as this one?
With this success story as the stepping stone to 
future events, we will be more involved with 
NGOs and the local community to further add 
to the value of better living and raising new gen-
erations of people that are socially aware. The 
event was a huge success both for LIU and for 
Saida. We, as a university garnered, the dedica-
tion and commitment of our staff and volunteers 
and created a colossal event that gave back to 
the community we are a part of. •END•

What are the Special Olympics?
The R-word campaign cumulated with the launch of the Special Olympics, in which LIU staff and stu-
dents had a leading role to play. Our campuses, Lebanon-wide, had a strong presence; notably the 
Saida campus, the second largest in Lebanon. Head of Activities in Saida Mrs. Fatima Zaher explains 
more about the Special Olympics and LIU’s part:

“He is such a r**a*d!” At a first glance, most of 
us can’t really tell what this censored word spells 
out. What is an offensive word that starts with an 
"R?" It’s really hard to figure this one out, especial-
ly since many of us take its meaning for granted 
and use it without thinking about its implications. 

The R-Word awareness campaign was launched 
at all LIU campuses across Lebanon on Wednes-
day, May 18, 2011. This 3-week campaign was 
planned in coordination with Special Olympics, 
in which LIU played a prominent role. It all started 
with a teaser on the first week. A large poster read-
ing “What is the "R" Word?” was posted on LIU en-
trances inviting those passing by to take a guess 
at what it might be. Despite the synonyms printed 
on the posters to give students hints regarding the 
R word’s connotations, the written guesses were 
very diverse. Answers included, but weren’t lim-
ited to: “Racism”, “Rape”, “Romance”, “Revolu-
tion”, “Rejection”, “Real Madrid”, “Radio TV”, and 
“Registration”. This public display went on for a 
couple of days, giving LIU students a chance to 
take a guess. The first week’s teaser got the LIU 
community curiously asking, “What is the R-word?” 

Yes, the answer is one word but the campaign 

didn’t spell it out directly. Another teaser was 
posted on the second week, giving LIU-ers an-
other hint that would help them find out the 
notorious word. This poster revealed some of 
the letters that make up the R word. The cam-
paign filled out part of the Hangman word to 
be guessed, and those passing by had to think 
very hard about the remaining letters that made 
up this mysterious word. This week, most guesses 
were correct: Retarded. 

The third week of the R-Word campaign was 
two-fold. First, LIU-ers were invited to sign their 
names on a poster pledging to not use the R-
word anymore. But that wasn’t the end of the 
pledge. Those who signed their names were di-
rected to a desk which had a laptop with the 
R-Word Campaign website open for LIU-ers to 
immediately pledge online, along with the hun-
dreds of thousands who already took action, to 
stop using the R-word.

Why take a pledge? Because the word is hurtful, 
demeaning, disrespectful, insensitive and offen-
sive. Those who weren’t able to be on campus 
during the campaign still have a chance to join 
the wave of students who pledged for a change. 
All you have to do is go to http://www.r-word.org 
and take the pledge! 

Spread the word to end the word.

The R-Word?
Take a Pledge!

By Fatima Abou Nassif
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Sandy Hallal, Pharmacy  
Currently, I’m studying for the 
Pharmacy Colloquium, and 
when I’m done I plan to look for 
work in the research domain.

riham Mansour, Interior Design

I plan to continue my studies in 
cinematography. I recently re-
ceived a silver medal in Studio 
el Fan, and I am a painter; it’s 
because of this that I want to do 
something in the arts.

Mohamad Ghadban,
Radio and Television  

I will travel to KSA to work, and 
then I will immigrate to another 
country and get a passport.

Hiba ramzi Aboufakher,
Nutrition and Dietetics      

My next step after graduation is 
to start training in a hospital for 6 
months before doing my colloqui-
um. Then I’m planning to work offi-

cially in a hospital for a few years until I have enough 
experience to open my own clinic, God willing.

Haidar Makky,
Communication Engineering   

Thankfully I’ve found a job in Ri-
yadh, KSA, and I will be traveling 
next month as soon as my papers 
are done.

Hiba Hassan fadlallah
Accounting Information Systems

I want to gain experience and 
improve myself through an in-
ternship in a bank, and then I 
want to start working and  con-
tinue my Master's degree.

By Mohammad Kansoun and fatima Hanan El reda

1,500 graduates celebrated their academic success in a commencement held at the LIU 
campus in Khiara, west Bekaa on July 1, 2011. Valedictorians Katia Saeb (Bachelor) and 
Fouad Rafic Sakr, who spoke on behalf of the first PharmD class ever to graduate, proudly 
marked their graduation, not as the end of their university years, but as its continuation.

Graduates, what’s your next step?

Commencement 2011
A New Step A career fair lit up LIU’s campus in Beirut on May 24, 

2011 for the sixth time. It was inaugurated under the 
patronage of the Minister of Youth and Sports, Dr. Ali 
Abdallah, and in the presence of a number of the 
university’s administrators, including Vice President 
Dr.Samir Abou Nassif, and Provost Dr. Ali Tarabay.

In his speech, Minister Abdallah indicated the fact 
that career opportunities in Lebanon have not been 
contiguous with university graduates and referred to 
the shortcomings of the government in this respect. 
In this regard, he said, the career fair is influential on 
social, economic, and other levels contributing to 
the development of the Lebanese society.

A word on behalf of His Excellency Abdul Rahim 
Mourad was given by the Dean of the School of 
Business, Dr. Wajdi Naman, welcoming students 
and organizations and offering thanks for their par-
ticipation. He affirmed that the transpiration of the 
annual career fair was a part of a strategy that 
aims to assist students in career related decisions 
and enable them to compete in the job market.

The career fair was a mapped maze of opportuni-
ties for LIU students and graduates. Forty-four com-
panies were advantageously aligned throughout 
the campus to take in applications and curricula 
vitae. Students in search of jobs and internships had 
the opportunity to learn the art of communicating 
with job prospects. “I’m participating in order to get 
to know companies and discover career opportuni-
ties,” said Mohamad Saad, a Banking and Finance 
student. Mr. Ayman Dahrouj, LIU’s Public Relations 
Director, said that the Career Fair prepares students 
for the work field, gives information about the job 
market, and provides a background for future ca-
reers. The biggest indicator of the event’s success 
was the participation of both students and compa-
nies who were hopeful and active. •END•

By Fatima Hanan El Reda

INTErVIEW:
Mr. rawad Khalaf, Ant Ventures Holdings 

What do you look for in students? We expect en-
thusiasm, energy, motivation, and a love for work 
from people who want to work at our company.

What kinds of jobs do you recruit for? We recruit 
both full and part time jobs. We also offer 
internships.

Do you take students and graduates? We take 
graduates as well as students.

What distinguishes LIU? We have previous 
experiences in LIU Career Fairs and have 
employees from LIU.

Why did you participate in LIU’s Career fair? We 
like to recruit new students who are well educat-
ed and match what our company is looking for.

How important are first impressions? First impres-
sions are usually determinants in interviews. HR 
teams take first impressions into consideration. The 
better it is, the better the chance of being hired.

Business is Booming at LIU's 6th Career FairBusiness is Booming at LIU's 6th Career Fair
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LIU and Facebook Integration: Academic UpdatesLIU and Facebook Integration: Academic Updates
By Fatima Hanan El Reda

While checking your friends’ recent updates on 
Facebook, or maybe navigating through their 
latest pictures, you receive a message! It is an 
Academic Update sent by LIU, and the content 
is your final exam grade. LIU's Office of Informa-
tion Technology can now send Academic Up-
dates directly to your Facebook account. 

“Reaching out to our stu-
dents is one of the main 
objectives of this integra-
tion. Social networks are 
fast, reliable, and person-
al,” says Ayman Dayekh, 
Chief Technology Offi-
cer in LIU. “For many of 
our students today and 
tomorrow, staying con-
nected has become a 
de facto trend of life.” 

LIU’s utilization of social networks started with 
the official Facebook page, YouTube channel, 
and Twitter. Most recently, a LinkedIn group tar-
geting LIU’s alumni was created. “All universities 
had these,” says Mr. Dayekh, “and we needed 
something unique for our university, so we started 
thinking of ways to connect and send Academic 
Updates to students’ Facebook accounts.” 

What began as a suggestion from Mr. Dayekh is 
now a pioneer accomplishment. LIU Academic 
Updates are now sent to Facebook as well as 
students’ emails, which they don’t check as of-

ten. Students are now able to receive grades, 
absence notifications, changes in passwords, 
and notifications in cases of cancellation and 
change in schedule or location of courses. “Al-
though Facebook is blocked on campus, for 
many reasons, I still keep my promise to unblock it 
when the number of ‘likes’ on LIU’s official Face-
book page reaches 10,000,” says Mr. Dayekh, 
clarifying that Facebook will have the right to ex-
ist on campus after this integration.

The innovative nature of the idea made Dayekh 
aware of its exceptionality as he declares: “I 
haven’t heard of any university in Lebanon that 
uses Facebook as we do. And I believe this is not 
the last step for the integration. We have other 
ideas which will remain discrete for the current 
moment.”

It is important to note that Academic Updates 
will be sent to students as private messages and 
not as Wall posts. Students’ fears of the notifica-
tions and grades being posted on their walls are 
misplaced. Everything resulting from this integra-
tion will be sent as messages accessible only to 
the user of the account. •END•

Steps to subscribe to LIU’s Academic Updates:
1. Claim your Facebook email
2. Login to www.liuserver.com
3. Click on the Facebook link and submit 

your Facebook email account

LIU Mauritania’s
First Graduation Commencement By Hussein Farhat

Administrative Director, LIU Mauritania

The Lebanese International University in Maurita-
nia is the only private university that has succeed-
ed in entering Mauritania’s reserved society. 
Since its opening in 2008, the university has en-
tered with full force and successfully dispelled the 
bad reputation built from years of failed private 
learning in the country. LIU has boosted educa-
tion to lofty levels and turned it into a serious, dis-
tinct, and objective process; providing the best 
educational conditions coupled with affordable 
prices, allowing education to spread throughout 
different levels of Mauritanian society.

As a result of three years of hard-pressed work, LIU 
has proven itself as an important pillar supporting 
the Mauritanian field of education. On June 2, 
2011, upon celebrating its first commencement, 
LIU set a precedent in Mauritania’s history. The 
commencement was crowned with the partici-
pation of HE Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, who personally granted LIU 
graduates their degrees. Such an honour was 
unprecedented, even for students graduating 
from Nouakchott University, Mauritania’s official 
university. The Minister hand delivered a charge 

to select graduates praised for their role in raising 
the scientific level of students and modernizing 
higher education in Mauritania through LIU.

Thirty three graduates in the Faculties of Arts and 
Sciences and Business Administration (Bachelor 
and Master) proudly entered the Congress Pal-
ace’s hall; the reflection of graduation robes 
prominent in their parents’ sparkling eyes; for the 
parents were relishing the sight of their children in 
such regalia for the first time in a country too often 
deprived of celebration. Signs of astonishment 
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and joy mixed with the audience’s warm ap-
plause and accompanied the entry of students, 
president and faculty in a sight that Mauritanians 
usually experience from a distance, through films.

Through a short period of time, LIU Mauritania 
was able to inlay its name with success and pride 
while following the footsteps of its main branch 
in Lebanon. Lebanon has bestowed upon Mau-
ritania a gift fit for humanity by enlightening 
the world through such a prestigious university. 
In addition, LIU Mauritania is developing a PhD 
program that will allow opportunities for Masters 
Degree holders to continue their studies in their 
home country while being able to afford tuition. 
High hopes are built on the Mauritania branch of 
LIU and the future promises more and more suc-
cess. Registration of worthy students is increasing 
by the day and the forthcoming academic year 
is especially promising with a peak in enrollment 
after the recent extraordinary commencement 
ceremony. Many students from various schools 
and universities attended the commencement 
and were witnesses to the high levels of commit-
ment and discipline of our students. A serious ex-
ample has most certainly been set by them, and 
many are eager to follow.

As a result, LIU’s successful experience in Mauri-
tania will surely pave the route for new branches 
expected to open in the near future in North Af-
rica and among the different regions of the Arab 
world. Nonetheless, as a Lebanese University, LIU 
is playing the role of Lebanon’s ambassador in 
the countries it is currently found in; spreading 
the educated air of Lebanon and its ancient lit-
erary culture. In addition, LIU is helping to refute 
fallacies widespread among Arab youth that 
Lebanon’s sole representatives are pop singers. 
LIU is assisting Lebanon’s return to its reputation 
as a country of culture and education, serving 
as the East’s beacon to a home of history and 
philosophy.

The President of the Lebanese International Uni-
versity H.E. Mr. Abdul Rahim Mourad has said: 
“Our mission is to add new quality to higher edu-
cation and not mere quantity”. LIU is continuous-
ly striving towards excellence and the effort of 
each and every member in the LIU family world-
wide proves the truthfulness of the President’s 
words. It is not surprising that this university has 
flourished in the field of higher education, and is 
a true testament to the Lebanese spirit: even in 
the face of obstacles, where there is a will, there 
is a way. •END•

The mobility program that the Lebanese Inter-
national University utilizes abroad is considered 
a vital policy. The first class of LIU Morocco visited 
Lebanon from Saturday, May 25, 2011 to Satur-
day June 6, 2011 and enjoyed a comprehensive 
touristic, educational, cultural, and entertain-
ment program under the custody of Lebanese 
and Moroccan staff members and instructors.

Every year, the LIU Bekaa campus hosts plenty 
of its international students that are enrolled in 
its international campuses in Yemen, Mauritania, 
Senegal, and Morocco. Yet the special thing this 
year is that this visit was the first visit of Moroccan 
students and faculty to Lebanon. The students 
participated in various activities that enriched 
their diverse program. First, the touristic trips were 
organized and chosen to cover different aspects 
of tourism in Lebanon including culture, nature, 
and history. For this, the Moroccan team visited 
Baalbek Castle that was built by the Romans, 
Baalbek market, the beach and Rawshi Rock in 
Beirut, Qaroun Lake, and the surrounding villages 

Moroccan Students Visit 
Lebanon under LIU
Mobility Program

Wael M. Ayoub Salloum
Administrative Director, MINSAS-LIU Morocco
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in West Bekaa including Ain Deb, Saghbin and 
Aitanit; characterized by their wonderful green 
nature. In addition, the visitors went to Beited-
dine Castle and Moussa Castle in Mount Leba-
non, and the Jeita Grotto that is a candidate 
of the Seven Wonders of the World. Finally, the 
students visited Zahle and Berdawni River, in ad-
dition to Sultan Yaacoub village in West Bekaa, 
where they prepared an important documenta-
ry about the Moroccan King Yaacoub Mansour, 
who was actually buried there.

Second, the organized program aimed to intro-
duce Al Ghad Al Afdal institutions to our Moroc-
can guests, so they visited some of the Lebanese 
International University campuses in Lebanon, in-
cluding the Bekaa campus and the Beirut cam-
pus, where they attended the 6th Annual Career 
Fair in addition to the annual Arts Day. They met 
LIU VP Dr. Samir Abou Nassif and Dr. Ali Tarabay. 
Moreover, the students visited Dar Alhanan for 
orphans where they had lunch with the orphans 
that are under the patronage of the university 
president H.E Abdul Rahim Mourad. They also 
went to Sohoul Club and pools, Omar Al Mukhtar 
Educational Center, Bekaa Professional and 

Technical Institute, Dar Al Aman, Abo Bakr Al 
Sedek Mosque, and Ibn Rouchd Library, where 
they met with some of the staff.

Third, the students got the chance to enjoy enter-
tainment activities including a Lebanese wedding, 
as well as other activities in the Bekaa Campus, 
where they met students from Mauritania, Yemen, 
Syria, Iraq and other nationalities who study there. 
Our students also attended English courses, semi-
nars, and Pharmacy Day. Morover, Mr. Abdelhamid 
Bennani, module leader in the School of Business 
in LIU Casablanca, gave a seminar titled, "Tour-
ism in Morocco", that was attended by marketing 
students from Bekaa campus and by Dr. George 
Karaouni, Dean of School of Business in the Bekaa 
campus. 

Finally, the students prepared a live documen-
tary in the LIU studios, in which they conducted 
various interviews with many students, creating a 
unique environment between LIU students from 
the different countries. At the end, LIU and its ad-
ministration proved again and again their hones-
ty and excellence in education, and that student 
satisfaction is a real target in all campuses. •END•

With Lebanon being such a tumultuous country, it 
may come as a surprise to many that the leading 
cause of death here is not war, nor instability, not 
even the multitude of health problems. It’s traffic 
accidents. On May 26, 2011, the LIU Saida cam-
pus’ Activities Bureau organized an activity enti-
tled ‘Car Accidents: the Leading Cause of Deaths 
in Lebanon’ in cooperation with The Human Rights 
Club and Hanthala Club, and with the participa-
tion of Kunhadi and The Lebanese Red Cross. This 
came at a much needed time, because unfor-
tunately, our traffic problems stem in a large part 
from negligence and a lack of awareness on the 
part of the general Lebanese population.

To start the event, Vice 
President of Kunhadi 
Lina Jubran gave a 
presentation about 
the causes of the high 
death rate in traffic 
accidents. Dangerous 
habits that are taken 
very, very seriously in 
developed countries 
are actually widely 
accepted in Leba-
non, such as drunk 
driving, speeding, not 
using a seatbelt, tex-
ting and talking on a 

cell phone. Simply ignoring common traffic laws 
accounted for the majority of deaths. To exac-
erbate the problem when an accident does 
occur, ignoring common sense and regulations 
transforms what could be a light accident into a 
fatal one. Mr. Mohammad Abu Zahra from the 
Lebanese Red Cross gave a thorough explana-
tion of the difficulties that crew members face 
from citizens during car accidents. “Interference 
without knowledge of the basics of first aid, in 
addition to parking cars in accident zones and 
standing in the way of the medics, may lead 
to the death or permanent disability of the vic-
tim,” he explained. The workshop was a part of 
a campaign that LIU Saida has launched to raise 
awareness towards our duties and behavior in 
society. •END•

The Leading Cause 
of Death in Lebanon

Reported by Mhamad Kleit and Saja Takache

Traffic safety workshop raises 
much-needed awareness
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It Is Time to 
Move Forward

By Malak Jaafar

In light of the revolutions that have taken the re-
gion by surprise and are spreading throughout 
the Arab world, former Member of Parliament, 
Najah Wakim gave a speech on May 10, 2011, 
addressing the students of the LIU Beirut campus. 
Mr. Wakim covered several topics ranging from 
local politics to the Arab Spring and the Pales-
tinian cause, and even discussed Western and 
Israeli conspiracies.

Even though he discussed the current situation of 
Lebanon and its government, Mr. Wakim did not 
reflect specifically on the politicians. “Don’t ex-
pect me to talk in details about Lebanese politics 
because it isn’t even politics. It is back and forth 
bickering between two sides.” He stated at first. 
Mr. Wakim explained that Lebanon has a long 
way to go before any real change occurs in the 
sectarian political system that is wearing down 
the country and its citizens. Nonetheless, he 
mentioned that the anti-sectarianism movement 
in Lebanon “did not fail; it accomplished its first 
steps”, citing that it is the peaceful movement of 
the protesters, who have been gathering in the 
streets every Sunday, that will empower them. 
“The Lebanese system, whether you like it or not, 
is at the end of its life, it is dying, it won’t last more 
than a year,” he later added. “When someone 
says there will be no revolution because we have 
sectarianism, tell them it is because of sectarian-
ism that a revolution will happen.”

Mr. Wakim then explained the events that are 
occurring in nearby Arab nations. He stated 
that the Arab world is in a “transitional stage, 
between a collapsed regime and a new re-
gime that hasn’t been born yet”. He praised the 
youths of this generation who have risen in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Yemen, Libya, Bahrain, and Lebanon. 
“Everything that is happening in the region is un-
der the grand title of ‘the conflict on the future 
of the Middle East’,” stated Mr. Wakim, making 
clear that even though there are real demands 
for freedom and democracy, people must not 
deny nor be oblivious to the fact that Western 
and Israeli conspiracies still exist. 

Mr. Wakim reminded the audience of the painful 
events of the invasion of Iraq in 2003 and reiter-
ated that it would be naïve to think that the US 
did actually spend all this money and weaponry 
in order to bring so-called democracy to Iraq. He 
asked, “How come the United States managed 
to take notice of the lack of democracy and 
freedom in Iraq, but not in Saudi Arabia?”

At the end of his speech, Mr. Wakim implored 
Lebanese youth to make use of this Arab Spring, 
and to make a change in a country that desper-
ately needs amendment. “It is now time to re-
flect on the first steps of the movement in Leba-
non, to see what are the accomplishments and 
setbacks. It is time to move forward.” •END•

MP Najah Wakim Discusses Arab Spring
with LIU Students

His Story
i n his Words

National hero, Samir al Kantar, held a book sign-
ing of his new book, My Story, at the Nabatieh 
campus of LIU on May 10, 2011. The high profile 
event was organized by Nour Club and started 
with a poetry recital by poet Ahmad Issa and a 
word of welcome from the Academic Director 
of the Nabatieh campus, Dr. Hassan Khashfe. Mr. 
Kantar gave a speech about the experiences he 
chronicles in his new book, which was written in 
collaboration with prominent writer Hassan Al 
Zein. My Story, details the life of Samir al Kantar 
during his 30-year incarceration.

In his speech, Mr. Kantar spoke about the strength 
of spirit that carried him and other prisoners 
through their most difficult times, and about the 
fight they put up to get access to education. He 
said, “When I was imprisoned, I was sentenced to 
548 years. They did this to kill me slowly and to sti-
fle my spirit. But instead of dying in our prisons, we 
battled. We went on hunger strikes for our right to 
an education. We transformed our jail cells into 
universities through hundreds of martyrs.”  He also 
discussed the recent revolutions around the Arab 
world, arguing that they stemmed from a desire 
to re-instill cultural and national pride. “Some say 
that they (the revolutions) happened because 
of poverty and hunger, but I say to them that 
there was poverty and hunger during the time 
of (Egyptian President) Gamal Abdul Nasser,” he 
explained, “But people at that time brimmed with 
pride, despite their difficult circumstances, and 
did not rise up against their leaders. Egyptians 
even went to the streets to demand that Nasser 
return after he once resigned. What is happen-
ing now is that people are rising up against their 
leaders because the honor and pride of our na-
tions have been stifled.” Mr. Kantar then signed 
copies of his book and conversed with students 
and administration. •END•

Samir al Kantar
Holds Book Signing at LIU

By Saja Takache
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In 1977, the United Nations dedicated May 8 as 
International Women’s Day, and since then it has 
been observed worldwide to promote women's 
rights. On May 8, 2011, the LIU activities bureau in 
the Saida campus celebrated International Wom-
en’s Day, in collaboration with The Human Rights 
Club. The event included a lecture by Dr. Hal-
eema al Qaqour, supervisor of The Human Rights 
Club in LIU Saida that discussed women's rights 
in international law and agreements. The lecture 
concentrated on the 1979 agreement that pro-
hibits all acts of discrimination against women. 
Dr. Qaqour also shed light on the protection of 
women under Lebanese law, and discussed the 
changes that should be made to ensure our laws 
are in accordance with international law.

Moreover, students presented a comedy play 
that highlighted some of the double standards 
that happen when a family raises a girl and a 
boy, shedding light on the cultural aspect of 
Lebanese women’s rights and not just the legal 
one. The event was concluded by a song from 
student Sa'eed Salemeh, dedicated to women 
and to their status in current society. •END•

LIU Celebrates
International Women’s Day

By Mhamad Kleit

In collaboration with the Lebanese American 
University, LIU organized a day of environmen-
tal awareness at Saida campus, held on May 5, 
2011. It took place with the presence of Execu-
tive Director Mr. Khaled Mourad, in addition to 
a committee of educational and administrative 
personnel and a crowd of students. 

The day started with a lecture under the title of 
Energy Efficiency by Dr. Ahmad Houry, President 
of the Lebanese Solar Energy Committee, in which 
he explained the civic responsibility of preserving 
energy through decreasing consumption to a 
minimum. This was followed by a lecture from Dr. 
Haleema al Qaqour, supervisor of the LIU's Human 

LIU and LAU Collaborate to
Raise Awareness on Environment
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earth
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By Mhamad Kleit

Rights Club, where she clarified the importance 
of rights and international laws in environmental 
conservation. Mira al Mawla, president of the LAU 
International Affairs Club, and Waseem al Qa-
qour, Vice President of the LAU International Af-
fairs Club, also participated in the lecture about 
environmental rights in international laws. A repre-
sentative of the Human Rights Club, Suzan Marouf, 
had her share in explaining the hazards of our cur-
rent neglect of the environment. She spoke about 
Saida’s infamous ‘trash mountain’ and gave sev-
eral possible solutions to resolve the issue. 

Such an activity showed the extent of collaboration 
between different universities and educational es-
tablishments to spread ecological and health aware-
ness amongst colleagues. Today’s students and their 
institutions are united under the purpose of preserv-
ing Lebanon and its ecological system. •END•
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Every semester we pride ourselves with the new accomplishments of our schools, and this 
time is no exception. From educational programs expanding to the far reaches of the Arab 
world, and waging paintball war as a part of a course’s requirement, this semester’s issue is 
packed with schools’ news, events and future plans.

Schools

Engineering Seniors Team up to Excel
Students in the School of Engineering have long impressed the LIU com-
munity with their ingenuity and hard work, not the least in their senior 
projects. This year, the projects were characterized by close...

School of
Engineering

Destination Mauritania
Dr. Anwar Kawtharani, Dean of the School of Education, traveled to Mau-
ritania on April 24th, 2011. His trip had one destination: LIU Nouakchott, 
Mauritania campus. He was accompanied by both the...

School of
English & Education

LIU in the Spotlight: Launch of Hospitality and Tourism Club
The Lebanese International University is proud to introduce its newest ini-
tiative: the Hospitality and Tourism Club. Launched in the Spring semester 
of 2011 by students with the help of Dr. Ibrahim Baghdadi, this club...

School of Business

first year of Doctorate of Pharmacy Program
Dr. Mohammad Rahal, the Dean of School of Pharmacy, sees that the 
program is designed for candidates to apply their knowledge from the 
didactic courses in clinical settings. It allows students to interact with...

School of Pharmacy

I CAN Exhibit
On the 23rd of May, 2011, LIU marked a day its students proved that they 
CAN. In a display of both photography and graphic design student...

School of
Arts & Sciences

LIU Establishes Cooperative Partnership
with Lebanese Health Committee By Saja Takache

On May 12, 2011, the Lebanese International Uni-
versity administration met with representatives 
from the Lebanese Health Committee to create 
an ongoing partnership between the two insti-
tutions. The visitors were welcomed at LIU Vice 
President Dr. Samir Abou Nassif’s office and giv-
en a tour to LIU’s laboratories and facilities. 

The two groups suggested possible areas of coop-
eration, and set the groundwork for an upcoming 
partnership. They found that both LIU and Health 
Committee institutions are not limited to the capi-
tal and to major cities, but also serve communities 
all over Lebanon. This would allow for coordina-
tion between each institution’s branches in each 
region, would translate into more opportunities 
for LIU students studying in branches in peripheral 
provinces. Internships and job opportunities at 
Health Committee facilities would also be made 
possible, as well as opportunities for community 
service. LIU Provost, Dr. Ali Tarabay, suggested 
setting more emphasis on community service 
within the LIU community. “In universities all over 
the world, there is a culture of community service, 
so any coordination with the Health Committee 
should include the establishment of initiatives that 
would foster this spirit,” he commented.

Other areas of future cooperation could include 
taking advantage of LIU’s influence as an educa-
tional institution to raise awareness about health 
matters. Vice-president of the Health Committee 

Mr. Malik Hamzeh said: “Through our interactions 
with our communities, we’ve found that there 
is a major lack of education on basic health is-
sues. The role of a good education in promoting 
awareness about health issues is vital.” The group 
went on to tour the Biomedical Department and 
the School of Pharmacy’s facilities. 

Chair of Biomedical Science, Dr. Ali Samaha, in-
troduced the Health Committee representatives 
to the Biomedical department and programs at 
LIU. He spoke about some of the achievements 
of the department, saying, “All of our Biomedi-
cal Science students successfully passed the last 
Lebanese Biomedical Colloquium, with eight 
achieving exceptional scores.”  Dr. Samaha reit-
erated the need for cooperative initiatives such 
as this one, and thanked the Health Committee 
for their visit. •END•
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the photography course that he discovered 
what he now hopes is his future career. Students 
didn’t only use the newfound knowledge they 
acquired in the courses to discover their calling; 
some had a more practical purpose. Student 
Omar Saadeddine was posing for a photo in 
front of his Art Scene when we asked him how 
he will benefit from displaying his work in the ex-
hibit; his answer was, “it doesn’t only look good 
displayed here; it’ll look even better on my CV.” 

Highlighting the satisfaction that the partici-
pants achieved during the event, and bearing 
in mind the beautiful artwork and the high po-
tential reached, Mr. Roger of the Graphic Design 
Department expressed his satisfaction with the 

results. "I was a bit demanding on the students, 
to see where they would go, and they did not 
disappoint me,” he explained, “We started to-
gether from A to Z, but amazingly enough they 
carried through on their own; this is their work 
and they have my full respect to what they have 
achieved, and without a doubt they are the 
best among all the universities I teach in." Dean 
of the School of Arts and Sciences Dr. Tarek Harb 
was also not surprised by what the students were 
able to offer, for he said that he was expect-
ing great success. He said of the exhibition, "The 
quality of art is getting better and I wish these 
hard workers the best of luck in their future years." 
Provost Dr. Ali Tarabay had a smile that never left 
his face during his tour of the exhibition. He said 
that seeing this fantastic accomplishment from 
fellow staff, revealed in the talent of the under-
graduates, gives a huge spark of hope for the 
university as a whole to level up in its academic 
stature, in order to compete with even stronger 
universities. Such words 
were explained further by 
Chairperson of the Fine Arts 
ad Design Department, Ms. 
Ruba al Amine, when she 
said that the LIU students 
should be educated as in 
“all other high standard 
universities", and building 
on such, to better our-
selves to preserve supe-
riority in the academic 
field.

The event was con-
cluded with certificates 
distributed to the stu-
dents who achieved the 
highest scores on their 
photographs, paintings 
and art projects. Short 
speeches filled with the 
contentment of adminis-
trators in the School of Arts 
and Sciences were given; 
with a wish to take a step 
further to reach the limits that 
all LIU students crave for.  The 
two-day exhibition was only a 
sideshow to what, hopefully, 
will be the beginning of more 
creative expositions, as well 
as a message to students that 
they CAN. •END•
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On the 23rd of May, 2011, LIU marked a day its 
students proved that they CAN. In a display of 
both photography and graphic design student 
projects, the I-CAN Exhibition was held at 12:30 in 
the Beirut campus, featuring the works of our fu-
ture artists. Many of these young art enthusiasts’ 
friends came to marvel upon their colleague’s 
true aspirations to become professional photog-
raphers and graphic designers. Various photog-
raphy themes were displayed including mono-
chromatic, dominant color, and perspective. Art 
projects included creative visual elements, such 

as installations of pipelines with bulbs to wired 
statues and nude portraits. How else would it be 
a part of the School of Arts and Sciences; where 
creativity meets rationality?

In a conversation with Mohammed Ali Kansoun, 
a Communication Arts student who had his work 
posted on the Wall of Fame, he told The Scope 
what he truly thinks about his and his colleagues 
photography. “I think the idea of having an ex-
hibition here in our campus is spectacular, see-
ing the sheer variety of talents we possess,” Mo-
hammed exclaimed. When asked to describe his 

favorite theme to pho-
tograph, he instantly 
mentioned two of his 
esteemed projects as-
signed to him by pho-
tography professor, 
Dr. Ronald Nassif: Old 
Lebanese Houses and 
Playing Kids. These 
were amongst many 
that Mohammed has 
been shooting lately. 
As one of LIU’s official 
event photojournal-
ists, his camera shutter 
never stops snapping. 
Seeing his passion, 
one would think that 
he had such a drive to 
photograph for ages, 
but he confessed that 
it wasn’t until he took 

Where Creativity Meets Rationality

By Asma al Achhab and Mhamad Kleit
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working on Adobe Premiere, a program all Com-
munication Arts students have worked with. How-
ever, there were two unplanned experiences 
that were everyone’s highlights of this visit. The 
Green Apple, or Elma, Cook Show is a signature 
Samanyolu show which we were invited to watch 
live while during its shooting. We were also lucky 
enough to watch a news anchor live and meet 
with her during her break. For most of us, it was 
the first time we ever saw the theories we are 
learning about put into practice in front of us. 

Day 2- fatih Kolegi School, Zaman Newspaper, 
Gihan TV
Our second educational visit was to Fatih Koleji 
School. We watched a video about the institu-

tion and found out that they strive to shape youth 
to become the next generation of stars; excel-
lence is their motto. They encourage their stu-
dents to invest in any extracurricular talents and 
skills in order to master them. It seems they have 
been successful at this, since the students have 
received national and regional awards for their 
achievements in science, math, sports and arts.

Afterwards, we headed to Zaman newspaper. It is 
considered to be Turkey’s most-widely read daily 
newspaper. We were surrounded by round tables 
filled with the different teams within the Zaman 
Newspaper hierarchy. Even though we weren’t 
sitting with them, we were able to get a feeling 
of their daily routine. After this, we had a guided 
tour of the building and a briefing about the work 
process. We also had the chance to meet the Edi-
tor in Chief of the Turkish Review, Kerim Balci. He 
enjoyed a political discussion with our very own 
Dr. Jamal Wakim and told him he would appreci-
ate Dr. Wakim’s contributions to the journal.

In the same facility grounds, we visited the Gihan 
TV’s headquarters. This is where LIU Journalism 
student Engin Demirkaya works. Even though this 
television’s studios are relatively smaller than Sa-
manyolu’s, the state-of-the-art equipment made 
up for the size difference. We got to enter one 
of their green screen studios. This studio had no 
decoration, only a table in the middle. Everything 
except the table was added onto the newscasts 
through chroma keying. What surprised us was 
that Gihan doesn’t have a TV channel for itself. 
Instead, it records broadcasts and programs to 
distribute them to different media outlets. These 
media outlets use Gihan’s videos under their own 
respective logos, as though they produced them. 

Communication Arts Trip to Turkey: 
A Unique Glance at Media in Action

Day 1: Coşkun College and Samanyolu TV
It all started as soon as we landed in the beautiful 
city of Istanbul. We drove to Coşkun College only 
to be warmly welcomed with a typical Turkish 
breakfast. We were briefed about the ideology 
and system of the school. The faculty explained 
that their main goal is to promote coexistence 
through education. While touring the school’s 
facilities, it became obvious that this school’s sys-
tem wasn’t all about “in-class” education. The 
campus was equipped with swimming pools, 
sports courts, and multiple auditoriums to offer its 
students a well-balanced education. 

After the welcoming visit, we headed to Saman-
yolu TV. This Turkish Television station is rapidly 
expanding within Turkey and even to the Arab 
world, and is already broadcasting in the Unit-
ed States. We had an exclusive tour around the 
building and had the chance to witness the crew 
at work. It was interesting to see the producers 

By Fatima Abou Nassif

On February 16th, 2011, ten LIU students and two LIU instructors met at the airport. They knew where 
they were heading, but I’m sure they had no idea what kinds of experiences were awaiting them in 
Istanbul. A typical 4-day trip to Istanbul is usually packed with visits to tourist sites in order to discover 
the culture-rich city. However, the group from LIU was lucky enough to have these 4 days filled with 
visits to media outlets, educational centers, in addition to the usual touristic sites. The trip would set 
the stage for future partnerships between LIU and some of these educational centers.
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The bullet hit him and tainted him with the color of 
defeat. He was injured four times at the battlefield 
while obstinately holding on to his weapon. Never-
theless, the paint on this photographer’s clothes, 
unlike blood, could be washed away easily. 

The battlefield was a paintball center called Un-
derground in Hazmieh, far from any actual bul-
lets. Our ‘injured’ photographer, Mohammad 
Kansoun, was covering a simulated war be-
tween other Radio and Television students from 
Workshop 2, as a final project. In between the 
battling teams, they were there as press agents 
moving from being embedded to roaming freely 
yet precariously in the theater of war. 

This unconventional method of implementing 
everything learned in the classroom or studio, 
which remains theoretical, is important as it is 
the practical part of the course. It is also an un-
usual yet sensible preparation for situations that 
students will likely face in their future careers. A 

war zone is vastly different from a studio, where 
everything can be controlled: in the studio, the 
camera, lighting, and the set in general and 
are not as susceptible to technical difficulties 
and risks. “In the 21 century, there is no country 
where war or clashes don't happen. The reporter 
goes to the battlefield without having the option 
of deciding whether he/she is ready or not. By 
choosing to be a reporter, he/she automatically 
must accept these terms," says Mr. Bashar Nas-
rallah, the Communication Arts instructor who 
chose to wage a war for workshop class. 

Mr. Nasrallah explains that in this way, by the time 
the students graduate they would have already 
had such a didactic experience. The reality of 
journalism is that many reporters will be injured and 
killed while pursuing their duties. Although they do 
have immunity as reporters, sometimes they be-
come victims, either accidently or as a result of 
malicious intentions. This paintball project made 
students experience this, albeit on a mild level.

By Fatima Hanan El Reda

The photos in this article were shot in a war-simulation setting using small video cameras

Day 3: fatih University
Our final visit to an educational institution was to 
Fatih University. Located in the suburbs of Istan-
bul, Fatih University is proud to have a student 
population representative of all the world’s con-
tinents. It is very proud of its numerous interna-
tional affiliations with universities and will hope-
fully sign one with LIU. Fatih University has its own 
hospital which provides its medical students with 
real-life practice and is another source of reve-
nue for the university. It is one of the major sourc-
es of profit, other than students’ tuitions, that en-
ables the several campus expansions and the 
generous scholarship grants. The Fatih University 
representative emphasized that money should 
never be an obstacle in the way of education. 

Day 4: Aviiad Business Association
Before heading back to Istanbul airport to come 
back home, we stopped by the Aviiad Business 
Association. We finally got to meet some of the 
faces belonging to the organization that gener-
ously hosted our stay in Istanbul and arranged for 
our visit. Other than enjoying our last moments 
in Turkey, we heard about their association and 
about their objectives. They basically rely on Avi-
iad to serve as a stage in which different busi-
nesses share ideas and plans in order to think 
collectively. It was during this visit that we also 
witnessed Turkish eagerness to establish connec-
tions with Arab countries. 

Istanbul in 1129 words?
Four days were definitely not enough to fully ex-
perience Istanbul. Likewise, 1,129 words are not 
enough to describe this dynamic city. It is a city 
rich in culture and history which deserves more 
leisure days. However, we were able to visit most 
of the major monuments and attractions. Wheth-
er walking along the Bosphorus Sea or walking 
through one of Topkapi’s impressive rooms, we 
all got to know the Turkish culture. When wan-
dering around Istanbul, don’t expect to be bom-
barded by English or Arabic- tourist-friendly signs. 
You have to make the extra effort to understand 
Turkish. Whether we used our phone translators, 
or literally acted out the phrase, “What time do 
you close?” by pointing at a watch and leaving 
the store, we had to find a way to communicate. 
But, this was all a part of the unique experience. 

The LIU Communication Arts Department is plan-
ning to arrange more trips of this kind because it 
provides its students with exclusive extracurricular 
experiences. This trip was filled with educational 
visits accompanied with touristic ones which cre-
ated unique memories shared by students and 
instructors alike. In a matter of only four days, the 
group was able to get a well-rounded feel of the 
historic city of Istanbul, while also enriching their 
knowledge about their own fields of study. What 
we all agreed on, though, was that Istanbul de-
serves another visit. •END•
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"A journalist is a soldier and his camera is his 
weapon," he adds. Losing the camera or the 
ability to use it means that the reporter is no lon-
ger useful. Futility as a videographer in the war 
will be definitive; that is why a reporter should 
always be prepared when it comes to tape or 
memory capacity and battery lifetime. 

In the middle of the battlefield, the reporter also 
faces the question of ethics. Only then, in the 
midst of a raging battle, does he/she acquire 
the art of ethics and is able to make a choice. 
Ethics are relative values and no one can rely on 
the absoluteness of decisions regarding them. In 
an editing lab, an ethical decision relating to the 
principle of elimination of harm, such as whether 
to include scenes that could be emotionally dis-
tressing, the ethical decision is clear. In contrast, 
in the middle of the battlefield, the case is very 
different. It depends on instantaneous human 
reactions and the inner conflict of whether to 
capture someone's death and present it to the 
world, or to lay aside the camera and save him. 
“There was a moment in which I was confused 
as to whether to help the injured or to continue 
shooting,” states Kansoun, “I decided to keep on 
shooting, that way I would be helping many by 
transmitting the images of the war”.

This paintball war was not the first coverage ex-
perience they had had. They had been through 
three experiences that enabled them to realize 
the difficulty and delicacy of their work. As regu-
lations require them to always have their cam-
eras in class, they were told to cover a meeting 
followed by a press conference - with the dan-
ger of assassination lurking around. Another time 

they were instructed to cover a prearranged ex-
plosion scene at which “they came out acting 
like a group of tourists,” according to Mr. Nas-
rallah. After being directed to shoot and were 
told that people were dying, they realized the 
seriousness of the situation and handled it appro-
priately. In yet another case of “staged reality”, 
a group of students acting as soldiers invaded a 
class in an attempt to arrest a wanted "fugitive". 
During the paintball war and these other experi-
ences, shooting was no longer an easy task. 

These experiences, in addition to everything they 
were trained to do during the semester in their 
theoretical studies in Workshop 1, prepared stu-
dents for the battlefield and for their prospective 
careers. “We really felt like reporters, that we had 
a duty to fulfill. I learned a lot from this unique ex-
perience,” says Mohamad Kansoun. Zeina Anani, 
a Radio and Television student describes it with 
one word: “Amazing.” Mr. Nasrallah says that 
the Communication Arts department won’t stop 
here; this life-simulating experience will even be 
further developed and taken to the next level. 
•END•

“Our students administer the club. It has its own administration composed 
of a treasurer, a marketing officer, etc,” says Dr. Ibrahim Baghdadi, the 
Hospitality and Tourism Coordinator of the Beirut campus, in an inter-
view with The Scope. “The club’s initiatives and projects are financed 
by sponsors that the students themselves seek out. The club now aims to 
find more sponsors to finance events all across Lebanon, events such as 
conferences, seminars and more. These events will place the hospitality 
program at LIU in the spotlight and capture more attention for the club,” 
he adds. 

One of the first events the Hospitality Club organized was the Hospitality 
and Tourism Prom Night, an event that was organized entirely by hospitali-
ty students. Students applied what they learned about planning and man-

LIU in the Spotlight
Launch of Hospitality and Tourism Club

By Mohammad Mortada and Malak Jaafar

The Lebanese International University is proud to introduce its newest initiative: the Hospi-
tality and Tourism Club. Launched in the Spring semester of 2011 by students with the help 
of Dr. Ibrahim Baghdadi, this club aims at integrating hospitality students into the labor 
market, local and international, and setting them on their right career paths. By achieving 
these objectives, the hospitality club would have put the LIU hospitality department on 
the radar among other universities’ departments, both in Lebanon and abroad.
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There must have been a long journey that led 
to your appointment as LIU’s Dean of Business. 
Could you tell us where it started? 
Dr. Daaboul: I started my work at LIU eight years 
ago as a part timer in the School of Engineering. 
One year later I became a full timer. In two years, 
I became the Chair of the Electrical Engineering 
department; two years after that I became as-
sistant dean, and two years after that I became 
Associate Dean of Engineering. From there, I be-
came the Dean of Business. 

How did you make the jump from the School of 
Engineering to the School of Business?
Dr. Daaboul: I finished my Engineering BE in 1985 
and then I went to the UK to continue my studies, 
and in 1987, I studied in an MBA program; I am one 
of the first people in Lebanon to have finished an 
MBA in 1987. I have long worked in the School of 
Business, giving courses both in Saida and Beirut. 

What are your plans for the School of Business? 
Will you make any changes?
Dr. Daaboul: I see that everyone is expecting 
changes to the School, and this is normal. When 
the dean of a school is changed, usually the new 
dean brings new ideas. I will bring with me the 
experience I had in the School of Engineering. 
I will be forming a new structure for the School 
of Business, and I trust that this new structure will 
serve students better.

What advice do you give to new business stu-
dents concerning internships, job opportunities 
and self-development?
Dr. Daaboul: New Business students are advised 
to take their studies seriously. We will make sure 

Dean of Business

By Mohammad Mortada

Dr. Adel Daaboul has long been a distinguished 
member of the LIU team. Starting out as a part-
time instructor in the School of Engineering, he 
made his way to the top, and earned his place 
this semester as the new Dean of Business.  In this 
interview, he tells us about his plans for the School.

Dr. Adel Daaboul

Meet the new

aging events and put together an 
event that culminates three years 
of studies. The Hospitality Club 
is currently working on the Jeita 
Grotto campaign that the LIU has 
adopted. The club aims at encour-
aging people to vote for Jeita as 
one of the seven natural wonders 
of the world by creating links and 
relations with individuals and clubs 
in Lebanon and abroad.

The students at the club have al-
ready established relations with 
international organizations such 
as the American Hospitality and 
Lodging Association (AHLA), which 

has already taken in some 
of the LIU hospitality stu-
dents and trained them in 
international management 
at hotels all across the Unit-
ed States. Other companies 
have also shown interest in 
the LIU hospitality program 
and have taken in students 
to train in management, 
then recruited them. “We 
have students working all 
over the world, from Saudi 
Arabia to China. They have 
started to spread the name 
of the LIU hospitality depart-
ment all over the world.” Dr. 
Baghdadi adds.

To join the Hospitality and 
Tourism Club, become a 
member of the Facebook 
group

Hospitality & Tourism 
Management Club – LIU
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Destination Mauritania

Dr. Anwar Kawtharani, Dean of the School of 
Education, traveled to Mauritania on April 24th, 
2011. His trip had one destination: LIU Nouak-
chott, Mauritania campus. He was accompa-
nied by both the Administrative and Academic 
directors in Beirut, Dr. Samir Abou Nassif and Dr. 
Ali Tarabay respectively. This LIU team of three 
led the teaching visit which brought together 
32 student-educators who formed an audience 
for Dr. Kawtharani’s course EDUC555 Advanced 
Methods of Teaching. However, the classroom 

wasn’t only limited to LIU student-educators pur-
suing their Master’s degrees. Education inspec-
tors, Ministry of Education personnel, the Swiss 
and Syrian ambassadors to Mauritania, the Di-
rector of Inspection, the Director of the  Assess-
ment Committee, and the Director of Higher 
Education attended the course and symposium 
presented by LIU’s Dean of the School of Educa-
tion. 

The one-week teaching visit consisted of a very 
thoroughly-planned schedule. The student-edu-
cators, who in average were 50 year-olds, were 

By Fatima Abou Nassif

Destination Mauritania

that they are studying properly, that they are 
examined properly, and that they are graded 
properly. We hope that the image and reputa-
tion of the School of Business will become even 
better than before, and that our students will be 
prouder of being students at the School.

As for business students who will be graduating 
in the coming year, what advice do you have 
for them?
Dr. Daaboul: For our students who will be gradu-
ating next year, I suggest that they use their sum-
mer for internships and training. This is because 
training is very beneficial, even if unpaid. It gives 
students a taste of what is to come, and it may 
even give them opportunities to find work. 

Competition in the world of business is fierce. 
What, in your opinion, are the main factors for fu-
ture success?
Dr. Daaboul: I think success requires three things 
for anyone, whether in business or in any other 
field. In my opinion, you need a solid knowledge 
base, good communication skills, and a good 
personality. Unfortunately, personality is more im-
portant than the other two, so students should 
make sure they work on their personalities.

What are you planning to do to develop students’ 
knowledge base and communication skills? 
Dr. Daaboul: In the next year or two, we will be 
revising all the curricula, syllabi, and teaching 
methodologies, in order to ensure that our stu-
dents are being taught what they should be 
taught in the right way.

Is social media in the new program?
Dr. Daaboul: As I said, everything will be revised 
in the years to come, and since social media is 
here to stay, we may very well subject our stu-
dents to it. •END•
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LIU Literary Awards
The First Book Review Contest

On June 3, 2011, English students at the Nabatieh 
campus got the chance to show their full talents 
and receive monetary awards for doing so. For 
the first time, a Book Review contest was held for 
students enrolled in Basic English Skills (English 051) 
and Introduction to Oral and Written Skills (English 
101). Students selected novels of their choice from 
the new library and presented a full review, includ-
ing a written report and an oral presentation via a 
detailed PowerPoint presentation. Finalists were se-
lected for the June 3 contest based on their in-class 
presentations, which were evaluated for content 
and presentation.

First place winners Mohammad Jawad and Hassan 
Charara received $50 awards. The second place win-
ners were Samira Zbib, Lama Joumaa and Kamel 
Hamzeh. Both first place winners had written reports on 
the novel We Didn’t Mean to Go to Sea. Their presenta-
tions included a summary of the storyline, an evaluation 
of the main characters, and discussions of the theme 
and the writer’s tone and attitude. They also provided 
their own judgments based on the criteria learned in 
their English courses. 

They were judged by Ms. Fawziya Tarhini, Ms. Khadija 
Ghoussein and Samira Zbib. Administrative Director of Na-
batieh campus Mr. Samer Hazimeh distributed the awards 
to the winners. The organizer, English Coordinator at Naba-
tieh campus Ms. Fawziya Tarhini, said that she organized 
this event “to provide students with motives and incen-
tives for future development in the English language.” She 
said, “I would like to give special thanks to the directors for 
hosting this event at the campus, to the instructors for set-
ting the groundwork, and especially to the students whose 
hard work made this come true.” •END•

By Saja Takache

taught in a daily schedule of 7.5 hours of class 
per day. However, the teaching methods ap-
plied were far from traditional. Dr. Kawtharani 
encouraged his peers to “discover and explore” 
in order to learn new information through the 
cooperative learning structures presented. He 
shared descriptions of methods, lesson samples, 
formal report samples, and a computer with 
digital data applications in order to engage his 
students in a hands-on learning process. He also 
made sure to incorporate Arabic materials in or-
der to maximize the student-educators’ interac-
tion during his one-week stay.

Dr. Kawtharani took advantage of his presence 
there to arrange meetings with Education and 
English LIU instructors. His meetings dwelled on 
how to improve the Education department in LIU 
Mauritania. The meetings concluded in agree-
ments to contribute to each other’s course 
descriptions and to enhance the curriculum 
framework at their campus, with Dr. Kawthara-
ni’s guidance. Dr. Chamak Mbarak, Academic 
Director of LIU Mauritania, was very enthusiastic 
about Dr. Kawtharani’s input and is looking for-
ward to the upcoming developments.  

The visit concluded with Dr. Anwar Kawtharani’s 
symposium "Towards a Strategic Leadership in 
Information Communication Technology (ICT)".  
Dr. Anwar explained that “ICT helps enhance 
learning; it motivates students to be more en-
gaged in the classroom and it promotes critical 
thinking amongst students.”

This one-week visit attracted the attention of 
the media. A 45-minute radio interview with Dr. 
Kawtharani broadcasted LIU’s use of teaching 
techniques and why its students were enthusiastic 
about them. The interview also tackled the differ-
ences between the Lebanese and Mauritanian 
education systems, as well as LIU’s mission and vi-
sion. Mauritania TV also featured Dr. Kawtharani’s 
symposium on its news, highlighting the most im-
portant ideas presented by LIU’s visiting instructor. 

Dr. Kawtharani’s trip ended with the Mauritanian 
Ministry of Education’s request for the establish-
ment of a continuous training program for teach-
ers. It came to no one’s surprise that after the 
end of the eventful week, the Mauritania class 
of EDUC 555 and Dr. Chamak himself, requested 
Dr. Kawtharani’s return in the summer to teach 
EDUC 677. •END•
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Students in the School of Engineering have long 
impressed the LIU community with their ingenuity 
and hard work, not the least in their senior proj-
ects. This year, the projects were characterized 
by close cooperation between the Mechani-
cal and Electrical Engineering departments, 
and the result was the production of important 
and sophisticated contraptions, some of which 
are rarely constructed as senior projects. They 
were presented in the LIU Bekaa campus on Fri-
day, June 17, 2011, in the presence of the Aca-
demic Director Dr. Ahmed Faraj, Acting Dean 
of Engineering School Prof. Ahmad Muhieddine, 
Head of Mechanical Engineering Department 
Dr. Farouk Hachem, and a number of instructors 
and students.

Twenty-two students participated in these proj-
ects, with ten completed either jointly between 
the two branches of Electronic Engineering and 
Mechanical Engineering, or divided between 
them. Some of these projects were: 

• LIU City car
• Designing and building PLC robot 
• Boundary layer of concave surfaces
• Elevator
• Large scale WIFI network
• Designing and testing CNC drilling machine 
• Wireless remote control

Engineering 
Seniors
Team up to Excel

Elevator model

The deans and professors expressed their ad-
miration for the achievements of students, con-
sidering that the projects were all challenges in 
light of the limited means and time available to 
the students. Also, Dr. Faraj and faculty members 
congratulated the graduates on their achieve-
ment in reaching this advanced level of educa-
tional attainment. •END•

LIU
 Ci

ty 
Car

The LIU Engineering Department held a seminar 
titled ‘Introduction to Medical Ultrasound and its 
Applications’ at the Beirut campus on Thursday, 
March 28th, 2011.  The guest speaker was Dr. Souheil 
Hakeem from Medtronic, a leading International 
company in the biomedical equipment domain. 
He provided students with an introduction to medi-
cal ultrasound imaging, which is commonly used as 
a low cost medical tool in diagnosis and treatment.

Dr. Hakeem started off by asking the audience if 
they could imagine a “biopsy without invasively 
touching the tissue.” This is basically the essence 
of ultrasound imaging. This type of imaging allows 
us to assess the anatomy of a person and diag-
nose diseases without physically altering anything. 

“We are seeing with our ears” he explained. This 
technique is applied in many fields including the 
assessment of fetal development, neurosurgical 
biopsy, lithotripsy (shock waves therapy to destroy 
kidney stones), skin rejuvenation, and tissue abla-
tion (heat waves therapy to heal cancer tissues). 

When asked about the “perfect” ultrasound imag-
ing machine, he answered that there isn’t one just 
yet. One of the main factors that holds back the 
development of a high-quality, high-resolution, 
high-penetration, and high-safety machine is eth-
ics. The main ethical concern is to make sure the 
machine doesn’t “cook the patient” with its sound 
waves. He also emphasized the importance of the 
users’ knowledge about the machines because 
“a fool with a nice tool is still a fool” as he said. 

Dr. Souheil Hakim concluded his seminar with 
his own personal insight. He believes that even 
though the current ultrasound imaging tech-
niques remain an “immature diagnostic modal-
ity”, biomedical engineers should specialize in 
this field in order to further benefit from the tech-
nology. He advised LIU students to be persistent 
workers and researchers since there is “always a 
first step.” He gave the example of the first neck 
imaging machine, the 1949 B-29 gun turret, that 
was actually the first step that led to the ad-
vanced models used today. •END•

School of Engineering Hosts Seminar
on Medical Ultrasound Imaging By Fatima Abou Nassif
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portant part of the health care team and were 
dedicated to help meet various patients’ needs. 
Furthermore, LIU students this year provided in-
novative, integrated, comprehensive, and pa-
tient-centered activities using the best available 
local Lebanese hospital facilities to enhance the 
medical therapies given to patients.

Indeed, all PharmD candidates have had six ro-
tations in the clinical setting, which included the 
cardiac care unit, intensive care unit, internal 
medicine, infectious diseases, endocrinology or 
oncology, and pediatrics departments, as well 
as one rotation in the community setting. Can-
didates made rounds on a daily basis with the 
medical team on the assigned site, where they 
were actively involved in the choice of medica-
tions based on patients’ profiles. Similarly, they 
have practiced how to individualize patients’ 
therapy based on international guidelines with 
respect to drug indications, administration, dos-
age forms, dosing, adverse drug reactions, drug 
interactions, and dose adjustments. In addition, 
they presented a myriad of medical topics for 
both the medical team in hospital settings and 
the PharmD class on campus. Moreover, sever-
al candidates lectured the fifth year pharmacy 
students about numerous topics, which includ-
ed ‘Atrial Fibrillation’ by Fouad Sakr, ‘Male and 
Female Infertility’ by Mariam Dabbous, ‘Septic 
Shock’ by Taghreed Sulaiman, and ‘Liver Cirrho-
sis’ by Maha Khalil.

Dr. Etwal Bou Raad, a PharmD preceptor, be-
lieves that she has shared an excited phase dur-
ing her PharmD preceptoring. She sees that a 
preceptor is a unique combination of teacher 
and mentor. A preceptor is in a position to teach 
students the necessary skills they will need to 

practice pharmacy. She shares her clinical and 
community knowledge base, instilling enthusi-
asm for pharmacy practice and exhibiting pa-
tience towards students.

In short, this first offspring of LIU PharmD program 
was a successful and fruitful experience for both 
candidates and preceptors. PharmD gradu-
ates have developed critical thinking skills, life-
long learning and communication skills. They 
impressed all health care professionals in every 
department they rotated in, and exhibited ex-
cellent professional attitude. Congratulations to 
the first class of LIU pharmacy doctors! •END•

Dr. Mohammad Rahal, the Dean of School of 
Pharmacy, sees that the program is designed 
for candidates to apply their knowledge from 
the didactic courses in clinical settings. It allows 
students to interact with other healthcare pro-
fessionals such as doctors, nurses, and pharma-
cists, to optimize drug utilization and to minimize 
medication errors. PharmD candidates are not 
passive learners in this program; they discuss and 
suggest modifications in medication selection 
and dose adjustments in patients according to 
evidence-based information. 

Dr. Rahal says that by the end of the program 
graduates will be able to evaluate medication 
uses and abuses. Similarly, they will be more aware 
about the indication and contraindications of 
drugs based on patients’ specific conditions. 
Moreover, they will strengthen their knowledge 
and expand their experience in drugs’ applica-
tions and complications. Finally, candidates will 

become a trusted source of drug information, 
both to patients and to healthcare providers.

The PharmD coordinator, Dr. Diana Malaeb, 
states that all candidates have proven high 
standards and qualifications in the medical field. 
They were expected to rotate in six hospitals, 
where their professional skills were applied and 
developed. These candidates constituted an im-

First Year of Doctorate of Pharmacy Program
Practice and Professionalism

By Fouad Sakr

The School of Pharmacy at LIU launched its first Doctor of Pharmacy (PharmD) 
program this year, as a postgraduate degree that prepares pharmacists for 

advanced clinical pharmacy practice.
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2011, new laws will be put into ac-
tion including one that obliges all 
pharmacies to have a certified 
pharmacist available at all open 
times. The practice of ‘Brand-
Generic substitution’, or switching 
a doctor’s order medicine with 
something else with close or same 
composition, will also be banned. 
The new regulations also oblige 
pharmaceutical sales representa-
tives to be certified pharmacists, 
instead of the previous practice 
where various types of degree 
holders in the vast field of biology 
could do clinical sales of drugs 
and pharmaceuticals. 

Pharmacy Day also held the 
official launch of the Doctor-
ate of Pharmacy (PharmD) 
program. This program al-
lows the pharmacist to work 
as part of a medical team 
in hospitals for patient atten-
tion and monitoring when it 
comes to use of medications, 
and is also important if one 
wishes to teach the profes-
sion.  Students who wish to 
partake in this program will 
be assigned to write a thesis 
together with hospital rota-
tions for an entire education-
al year, covering numerous 
medical cases.

After a joyful educational 
day filled with games and 
seminars, all participants 
joined a buffet that includ-
ed the participation of Ma-
rinas Turbo, the only energy 
drink allowed to be sold at 
pharmacies because of 
its low percentage of caf-
feine. The event came to an 
end with a draw for prizes, 
from which all profit went to 
charity. •END•

On May 27, 2011, LIU 
held its 6th annual Phar-
macy Day, a pharma-
ceutical convention con-
cerning public drug and 
health awareness. Held 
at the Bekaa campus, it 
was headed by Dr. Ra-
hal, Dean of the School 
of Pharmacy, and it was 
organized by School of 

Pharmacy students and staff. It was held under 
the patronage of Dr. Ziad Nassour, President 
of the Syndicate of Pharmacists in Lebanon. 
A whole block in LIU's campus in Khyara, West 
Bekaa transformed into a hall of stands with dis-
plays on the effects of drugs and the proper con-
duct of medications, with students behind each 
desk further explaining and assisting visitors.

Dr. Jihan Safwan, an organizer, explained that 
one of the goals of this year’s Pharmacy Day 
was to “reach out to the public who are un-
aware of medical facts and to help them un-
derstand their household medications in com-
mon language.” She explained that many 
Lebanese people lack knowledge about the 

very simple medications they use at home and 
are unaware of neither proper usage, side ef-
fects, nor drug interactions when more than one 
medicine is being consumed instantaneously. 
Students chose to relay the most important in-
formation through posters that included key 
points, pictures, graphics and designs.

Dr. Ziad Nassour, who showed much pride and 
recognition towards LIU Pharmacy students and 
graduates, took advantage of his stage time 
to speak about new Pharmacy regulations be-
ing implemented in Lebanon. Starting from 

Pharmacy Day 2011:
Celebration and Education By David Zoaiter
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Universities Soccer Tournament 
The Eagles qualified to the quarter finals after a 
winning against LAU in the second round with a 
score of 3-2 

CNAM Basketball Tournament 
The Eagles emerged as the champions after 
winning against CNAM with a score of 75-40

Beirut Arab University Thai Boxing Tournament 
LIU came in 4th place after Ibrahim Hassanain 
won the gold medal in the over 90 Kg category, 
and Riad Ratel, Habib Rahhal, Mohamad 
Ghermawi and Ahmad Shkeir each won silver 
medals 

Lebanese University Ping-Pong Tournament 
LIU won second place with its team of four: 
Ahmad Harb, Amro Khalil, Amir Khawaja and 
Bashar Yamak 

Tripoli Campus Soccer Tournament 
11 teams of students played against each other 
in a friendly tournament at the Tripoli campus

Ping-Pong friendly game at the Sidon Municipality
LIU’s ping-pong players participated in this 
competition 

USJ International Basketball Tournament 
The Eagles women’s Basketball team from the 
Beirut campus participated

Kalamoun Soccer Tournament
The Eagles Soccer team from the Tripoli campus 
qualified to the semi-final of the Kalamoun 
tournament after defeating the winners of 
Lebanon’s second division Futsal League with a 
score of 4-2

AfAK Basketball Tournament
The Eagles Soccer team from the Nabatieh 
campus won the AFAK basketball tournament 
after defeating the AFAK Institution in the finals

Sports News
Eagles

The LIU Eagles sports teams span a multitude of sports including soccer, football, bas-
ketball, ping pong, and many more. Its players are among the best in Lebanon, with 
new stars emerging, and, like their namesake, soaring.

The Scope had the chance to interview one of Lebanon’s finest athletes 
who took part in the Shenzhen XXVI Universiade games this summer: Ah-
mad Harb.

Eagles Sports Star

Take a look at the tons of sports events taking place on and off campus
Sports News
Spring 2011

Meet the Eagles Soccer Team - BeirutEagles Team Profile
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Nabatieh Soccer and Basketball Tournament 
Students played friendly soccer and basketball 
matches against each other 

AUST Soccer Tournament
The Eagles Soccer team from the Saida campus 
won the AUST soccer Tournament in Saida

BAU Basketball Tournament
The Eagles Basketball team from the Saida 
campus won the first BAU Basketball Tournament 

friendly Streetball Tournament at Jdeideh 
Campus
The tournament included 10 teams, and prizes 
were distributed by Administrative Director Dr. 
Gaby Khoury and Sports Coordinator Ahmad Kerdi

Saida region Schools Tournament
LIU Saida organized the fourth Schools Tournament 
in soccer and basketball, with thirteen schools 
from Saida, Sour, and Nabatieh participating

Universities Semi-Contact Tournament
Despite only two players, Riad Ratel and 
Mohammad Ghamrawi, LIU came in third 
place in Lebanon's Semi-Contact Competition 
for Universities, organized by The Modern 
University for Business and Sciences (MUBS). The 
competition included the Military School, MUBS, 
LIU, Haigazian, and Balamand

Coach Nazir al Saoudi Cup 
This tournament was organized by LIU and Al 
Jinan University and was named Nazir al Saoudi 
in memory of the LIU’s late Sports Director. NDU 
emerged as the champion after winning against 
the Military School with a score of 85-68 in an 
exciting game that was not settled until the last 
moments. The closing ceremony included a 
word from the father of the late Nazir al Saoudi, 
who thanked the organizers, and a brief speech 
from the administrator of the LIU's Tripoli campus, 
Dr. Ahmad al Ahdab

Martyrs of return football Championship
Under the sponsorship of Minister of Youth and 
Sports Dr. Ali Al-Abdullah represented by Mr. 
Tariq Al-Abdullah, the final match in the Martyrs 
of Return Football Championship took place 
on Thursday June 2, 2011 in the LIU stadiums in 
Bekaa. Nineteen teams from all branches of LIU 
Lebanon participated in this competition.

Staff and Faculty
Basketball Tournament

 For the first time ever in 
LIU history, passerby in the 
Beirut campus witnessed 

a basketball tournament 
played only by staff and 
faculty members. On Fri-
day May 20, 2011, the 
first staff and faculty bas-
ketball tournament was 

held, with teams made up 
of administration staff and 
instructors from all differ-
ent faculties. The teams 
were composed of three 
members each, and ‘un-
official’ basketball rules 

were played upon. 
There was a level of 
high anticipation from 
everyone on cam-
pus, and crowds even 
gathered on a Friday, 
which was unusual be-

cause many students 
do not have classes on this 

day.  Yet, the event was enough 
of an attraction to make them get 

down to the university to witness. 

By David Zoaiter

Players showed much enthusiasm, and discus-
sions were heard about them having practiced 
days prior to the tournament in preparation for 
the face-off. Some teams had even made jerseys 
and matching team t-shirts. Their happy smiles 
showed passion for sports and competition. 
But when the sweat broke, the smiles changed 
to determined faces, and warriors were seen 
fighting for the trophy. It was a tough competi-
tion and all teams were strong contenders, but 
as in all sports only one can win. Both first  and 
second place went to two teams representing 
the Faculty of Engineering, and third place was 
proudly accepted and earned by the ladies of 
the School of Pharmacy, who were honored to 
make it this far in the competition. Congratula-
tions to the teams, all other faculty members and 
last but not least the students; for great sports-
manship, dedication and a trophy well earned.
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Not many people in Lebanon 
choose to play ping-pong pro-
fessionally like you did, how did 
your journey in this sport begin?
Well, my favorite sport since the 
beginning has been and will al-
ways be football. I’ve been play-
ing since I was a child, but in 
2002 I suffered a serious leg injury 
that forced me to the sidelines 
for a long time and, eventually, 
to stop playing the sport. I still 
went to my town’s club where 
we used to practice football and 
it was there that my older friends 
and my trainer introduced me to 
ping-pong; I instantly found my-
self good at the game and with 
time I fell in love with it.

My ping-pong trainer, who was also my football 
trainer, usually focused on the older kids during 
training sessions and I was given only the last five 
minutes of his time, and I wasn’t usually chosen 
to play in matches against other clubs. But I was 
determined to become one of the best players 
in my club so I trained harder, sometimes with my 
trainer, at other times alone, and I gave my very 
best in every match I played. In a span of only 
a couple of months, I improved significantly and 
proved to my trainer and the other players that 
I could carry my own weight in any ping-pong 
match, even against older and more experi-
enced players.

I played in my first official tournament in 2005 and 
won. In that same year I was ranked third in Leb-
anon in the under 21-years old (U-21) category 
after winning a tournament in the Mont La Salle 
competition in Ein Sa’ade.

What is your current rank in Lebanon?
I am currently Lebanon’s champion in the under 
21 category. I also rank 10th in the over 21 cat-
egory even though I am only 19. I’ve been in the 
top ranks in Lebanon ever since I started com-
peting professionally.

This summer you took part in the Universiade 
competitions in China, the biggest tournament 
you ever played in. Tell us about your time there.
It really was a major event, I think there were 
more than 2 million people in the stands when 
we were playing; even when we were only train-
ing the stands were full of people.

From Lebanon, there were 50 athletes and 
coaches participating in this world champion-
ship. Unfortunately, Lebanon didn’t win any med-
als, but if you would have seen the way the Leb-
anese athletes played and how they gave their 
best, you would have been extremely proud.

Even in ping-pong, my team and I didn’t win any-
thing; the Chinese players won most ping-pong 
matches. I wasn’t surprised though, ping-pong is 
after all a Chinese sport; they are the experts in 
that sport.

What was your best match at the Universiade?
Participating countries were categorized into 
groups of three or four and played against each 
other, the country with the top scores by the end 
of the games qualifies to the finals. Lebanon was 
categorized with Germany and Vietnam. Ger-
many emerged as the winner from that group 
and they deserved it because they played re-
ally well. But there was this one game we played 

Sport: Ping-Pong
Date of Birth: May 11, 1992 (Age 19)
Place of Birth: Jibchit, South Lebanon
Height: 1.82m
Weight: 70 kg
Competed for: Seven years

By Malak Jaafar
Ahmad HarbAhmad Harb

Sports star

The Scope had the chance to interview 
one of Lebanon’s finest athletes who 
took part in the Shenzhen XXVI Universi-
ade games this summer: Ahmad Harb. 
Only 19, Ahmad has a history decorat-
ed with awards, medals and trophies 
in a sport not so common in Lebanon, 
ping-pong.

The Universiade is an international multi-sport event organized 
for university athletes from around the world. It is similar to the 
Olympics, but reserved only for university students. It is held every 
two years, and like the Olympics, each time in a different coun-
try. This year, the Summer Universiade XXVI (2011) was hosted in 
Shenzhen, China where athletes from 150 countries participated. 
Since it is an international event that brings together the best of the 
best in different sports, qualifying and eventually playing any sport 
there indicates that the participating athlete is one with interna-
tional standards and the potential to be number one in their sport. 
Undoubtedly, Ahmad is already a first rate athlete with unlimited 
potential.

By Malak Jaafar
Ahmad Harb

By Malak Jaafar
Ahmad Harb

By Malak Jaafar

Ahmad HarbAhmad HarbAhmad HarbAhmad Harb

The Scope had the chance to interview 
one of Lebanon’s finest athletes who 
took part in the Shenzhen XXVI Universi-
ade games this summer: Ahmad Harb. 
Only 19, Ahmad has a history decorat-
ed with awards, medals and trophies 
in a sport not so common in Lebanon, 

The Universiade is an international multi-sport event organized 
for university athletes from around the world. It is similar to the 
Olympics, but reserved only for university students. It is held every 
two years, and like the Olympics, each time in a different coun-
try. This year, the Summer Universiade XXVI (2011) was hosted in 
Shenzhen, China where athletes from 150 countries participated. 
Since it is an international event that brings together the best of the 
best in different sports, qualifying and eventually playing any sport 
there indicates that the participating athlete is one with interna-
tional standards and the potential to be number one in their sport. 
Undoubtedly, Ahmad is already a first rate athlete with unlimited 
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LIU Eagles
Soccer Team 
Beirut

Meet

Hasan fardos
Position: Midfield
Height: 181cm
Weight: 81 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Borj Hammoud
Major: Banking and Finance

Mohammad Dayekh
Position: Midfield
Height: 177 cm
Weight: 89 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Nabatieh
Major: Engineering

Coach Bassem Mohammad
Height: 160 cm
Weight: 62 kg
Birth date: 1978
Birthplace: Beirut

Ahmad Ghazawi
Position: Defender
Height: 175 cm 
Weight: 90 kg
Birth date: 1990
Birthplace: Beirut
Major: Management Information Systems

Marwan Issa
Position: Defender
Height:  182 cm
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Beirut
Major: Interior Design

Issa Shouman
Position: Midfield
Height: 176 cm
Weight: 88 kg
Birth date: 1988
Birthplace: Al Borj
Major: Accounting

Hassan Termos
Position: Midfield
Height: 173 cm 
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Al Borj
Major: Management Information Systems

Ahmad Sabea
Position: Defender
Height: 176 cm
Weight: 75 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Borj Al Barajneh
Major: Communication Engineering

against the German team that I am really proud 
of. Even though we lost 3 – 1, we lost against one 
of the toughest teams in the competition and re-
ally gave them a run for their money. We played 
our very best in that match.

How did you feel competing that far away from 
home?
I didn’t mind playing in China because I’ve got-
ten used to travelling and playing abroad, even 
though China is the farthest I’ve ever travelled. I 
have been competing for seven years now and 
have had numerous competitions abroad.

What did you like most about your time in the 
competitions in China?
Other than playing ping-pong, I loved the open-
ing ceremony. The Chinese really did amaze ev-
eryone in that stadium. It was exciting and fun to 
watch, there were dancers, performers, singers, 
light and laser shows… it was just perfect. I also 
loved the way we were treated with utmost re-
spect. The Chinese people are also so welcom-
ing and hospitable, they did their best to make 
us feel at home and to provide us with every-
thing we needed.

How do you train for ping-pong and how much is 
staying fit important for this sport?
Training is daily, usually in the morning and after-
noons. There is a short warm up/training session 
before any game. There are numerous training 
methods, it actually depends on the tourna-
ments and matches I’m about to play in.

As for fitness, this may come as a surprise for peo-
ple who don’t know much about this sport but 
being fit and in shape is an absolute must in ping-
pong, especially when it comes to your legs and 
lower body. Ping-pong actually requires more 
fitness in those parts of the body than football 
does!

How supportive is your family of what you do?
My family is extremely proud of me and has al-
ways been there for me, in the sidelines cheer-
ing me on and supporting me ever since I could 
remember. My nephew especially loves it when 
I win; he loves to carry my medals and trophies 
and to pose with them.

In your opinion, how does the Lebanese govern-
ment treat athletes and coaches?
The sad thing about Lebanon is that there are so 
many athletes who are amazingly talented but 
are not treated with respect. The government 
doesn’t provide funding, training, or help in any 
way to nurture this talent, and like most precious 
things that aren’t taken care of, this talent goes 
to waste.

This lack of interest is directed at all sports and not 
only ping-pong, this is also the case in football, 
swimming, basketball, etc. Sports and athletes 
are not given the respect and attention needed.

What is your goal for the near future?
First, I want to make it to the top four ranks in the 
over 21 category in Lebanon. I know I’m not yet 
21 but I believe I can make it because as I men-
tioned before, I am currently ranked 10th in that 
category. I also aim to become the 1st in the un-
der-21 category.

Lastly, what is your advice for aspiring Lebanese 
athletes?
My advice for them will sound like a cliché but is 
in fact so true: work hard and persevere. If you 
don’t work hard and improve yourself, you won’t 
move forward. You have to eat, sleep, and 
breathe your sport. It may be difficult at times, 
but in the end it is definitely worth it. •END•
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Campus Life

Let’s face it: we live on campus. This section represents our university experience. It is a 
social workspace for creative writing and innovative ideas that can be shared among the 
spectrum of the LIU community. Here you can deliver your message, be it a poem, an es-
say or a cause for the world to hear.

To contribute, email the.scope@liu.edu.lb

and much more...

Disclaimer: Any opinions and/or viewpoints that are published herein are directly from the contributing author and do not 
represent the philosophy or viewpoints of the Lebanese International University

Ghassan Rahbani

I want a job... but where? In Memoriam: Dr. Toni rahi

Shop Smarter,
Eat Healthier

International Cuisine

LIU Alumni Between Classes…

Kholoud Al Khatib Dear Loocha

Interview

Success Stories

We ask the institute

Mostafa Sharafeddine
Position: Defensive Midfielder
Height: 188 cm
Weight: 75 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Rihan
Major: Management Information Systems

Hamza Merhi
Position: Midfield
Height:  161 cm
Weight: 93 kg
Birth date: 1993
Birthplace: Sour 
Major: Business Management

Ali rammal
Position: Striker
Height: 180 cm
Weight: 80 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Saida
Major: Accounting

fares Hobballah
Position: Striker
Height: 67 kg
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Kuwait
Major: Banking and Finance

Hussein Ayoub
Position: Defender
Height: 188 cm
Weight: 92 kg
Birth date: 1992
Birthplace: Kuwait
Major: Management Information Systems

Ali Sharafeddine
Position: Midfield
Height: 170 cm
Weight: 93 kg
Birth date: 1993
Birthplace: Al Borj
Major: Engineering

raed yassine
Position: Defender
Height:  175 cm
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Kuwait
Major: Public Relations

Mohammad Mashlab
Position: Striker
Height: 180 cm
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Nabatieh
Major: Engineering 

Asaad Al Asaad
Position: Defender
Height: 183 cm 
Weight: 62 kg
Birth date: 1985
Birthplace: Khyam
Major: Hospitality and Tourism Management

Ahmad Khreis
Position: Midfield
Height: 168 cm
Weight: 92 kg
Birth date: 1992
Birthplace: Khyam
Major: Business Management

Hussein Khreis
Position: Goalkeeper 
Height: 171 cm
Weight: 91 kg
Birth date: 1991
Birthplace: Kuwait
Major: Engineering

rami Zreik
Position: Midfield
Height: 173 cm
Weight: 89 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Chiah
Major: Management Information Systems

Hassan Hammoud
Position: Striker
Height: 177 cm
Weight: 90 kg
Birth date: 1990
Birthplace: Beirut
Major: Banking and Finance

Mohammad Hindawi
Position: Defender
Height:  173 cm
Weight: 90 kg
Birth date: 1990
Birthplace: Beirut
Major: Management Information Systems

Mostafa Al Hassan
Position: Defender
Height: 172 cm 
Weight: 89 kg
Birth date: 1989
Birthplace: Beirut
Major: Engineering
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When it comes to Lebanese art, you can't but bump into his name. He is the son 

of Lebanese music legend Elias al Rahbani. He is the nephew of musical phe-

nomena Mansour and Assi al Rahbani. He is Ghassan al Rahbani. From the chil-

dren’s songs we all sang along with, “Ammi Bou Massoud” and “Kellon Endon 

Seyarat”, to political songs, orchestras and plays, his name resonates. He has 

written, directed and acted in theatrical productions and has managed many 

Lebanese musical icons. The energy and love Ghassan puts into his work creates 

an aura of perfection around his creations. His dedication is seen in his late-night 

work hours, in the patriotism, in his lyrics, and in his environmental and social ac-

tivism. Unlike many of today’s singers and songwriters, Ghassan chooses to write 

what he feels, what upsets him and what makes him happy. Starting off as the 

first Arab heavy metal artist, he was and still is history in the making. A musical 

visionary bouncing between production, writing, and managing, Ghassan still 

makes it home in time for dinner with his wife and three daughters. He is the man 

whose only weakness is his children and whose best work is “yet to come”. He 

has proven that he is truly one of the legendary Rahbanis.

Ghassan al RahbaniGhassan al Rahbani
The Scope Team
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On a Personal Note
Who is your role model?
Jesus Christ. Let me tell you why. Jesus taught us how 
to love all people no matter how different they are 
from us. Everything I’ve read about Him has made me 
realize that there is no reason whatsoever for people 
of different religions to not live together in peace and 
harmony and to love one another. 

Let me tell you something: from Jesus Christ, Prophet 
Mohammad and Karl Marx, all the way to Bachir and 
Pierre Gemayel and Michel Aoun. They wrote, said, 
and taught things that most of their followers don’t ap-
ply! That is why my relationship with Jesus Christ is di-
rectly between me and Him. He is more than a religion 
and a book. He is a way of life. Many people follow His 
words and teachings without being Christian because 
His words bring people together and teach them how 
to love.

Have you ever been crazy in love?
Yes. When I love, I love blindly. And in each stage of 
my life, I had a big love. 

So it’s not true that love comes only once?
No way! When a person is in love, he thinks he’ll never 
love again, but a while (after she leaves him) he finds 
that love is possible again. A person can train himself 
to move on, just so he doesn’t die. I respect the time I 
spent with the women I was in love with, and I’m still in 
touch with some of them.  

you are married now. But what if love knocks on your 
door again? Is it possible to prevent your heart from 
feeling what it feels?
Yes, because I’m not an animal. The difference be-
tween a human and an animal is that a human is con-
scious of his actions. My reason makes me aware of 
the difference between my mother, my sister, my wife, 
and my friend. Even if I get an impulse to go out with 
another woman, my reason stops me. Everyone should 
hear this, coming from a rocker, from an open minded 
and liberated person. When someone is unmarried, 
their heart is an open door; it accepts all feelings that 
come its way. Yet after marriage, one must train the 
heart to close certain doors because there is now a 
wife, children, and a home. If I keep all doors open, it 
means I’m closer to being an animal. You’re right that 
love sometimes comes at unexpected times, but the 
bottom line is that you make the decision whether to 
act or not. Fidelity is a choice. 

Why did you choose to pursue heavy metal 
early in your career at a time when no one in 
Lebanon had even heard of the genre?
It was an accident. When I was 12 years old, I 
used to go to a discotheque in Antelias called 
Melodia. There were large vinyl records all over 
Melodia’s walls. I asked the owner, “Who are 
those on the records?” He told me, “These are 
Pink Floyd, Whitesnake, and Deep Purple”. Then, 
he played Smoke on the Water by Deep Purple, 
and I was blown away! I was amazed by the 
notes they could reach. Wadih al Safi would 
amaze the audience when he reached the final 
DO note, but these artists started with that final 
DO note! From then on, I was enraptured by the 
vocals, and I thought to myself, ‘I’m either going 
to sing like those bands, or I won’t sing at all’.

your music is very wide ranging and diverse. 
How do you manage that?
I don’t know. It’s a lot like love. You never wake 
up thinking ‘today I shall fall in love’. When I com-
pose this variety of music, it just happens without 
me really planning for it. Rock, Jazz, Blues, Arabic 
and Oriental can all come to me once I hold my 

pen to compose a score, I don’t 
force myself. If a tune comes 
to me that would fit an Arabic 
song, I don’t try to adjust it or 
stunt it to fit into rock, I let it be 
what it is. 

What was the best phase of 
your career?

It hasn’t come yet. I’ve used up 
only 2% of my abilities.

four Cats, how did that happen?
I realized that I hadn’t worked in 

the Arabic pop genre, so I came 
up with the Four Cats. It was a 

major hit in the Arab world 
in 1997. At the time, bands 
were rare in the Arab world 
because the focus was 
usually on a solo singer, 
and a girl band was vir-
tually unheard of. But, I 
had been in bands from 
the very beginning of my 

Music
career with the Ghassan Rahbani Group (GRG) 
and before that Wild Haze, so the idea seemed 
very normal to me. 

What song is stuck in your head right now?
Tearing Out My Heart by Rainbow.

What do you consider your voice as?
Technically, it’s a Tenor, but after training I can 
go up to Soprano and go low as Baritone.

from a musical perspective, what is the rela-
tionship between the ear and the voice?
If you don’t have a musical ear, your voice, no 
matter how beautiful it is, is worthless. It will get 
lost between the notes and the tunes. Yet, if you 
have a good musical ear, you can excel even 
if your voice isn’t exquisite. There is a difference 
between a good voice and good performance. 

What have you offered the world of music?
Many singers separate their personal life from 
their art. I can’t do that. By instinct, I write about 
what bothers me and what makes me happy. I 
found that most people share what bothers me, 
so my music has a great impact on them. 
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How would you describe yourself in one word?
Truthful. 

What do you regret? 
I always dreamed of making it in the west. I was in 
the U.S. in 1984, I was young, I had blue eyes and 
blonde hair, and I looked like Robert Plant, but 
record companies didn’t accept me because 
of Lebanon’s conflict with Israel. And in 1990, I 
experienced the same thing in London and in 
France. My last attempt was in 2001 in Hollywood, 
where I was trying to sign a contract for a movie 
soundtrack. This contract was so important to 
me because if I got it, I’d be in Lebanon among 
the Lebanese watching a Class-A movie in the 
cinema and listening to my own soundtrack. Ten 
days before I was to sign, the planes struck the 
twin towers on 9/11, and the movie was can-
celled because it was about terrorists attacking 
the U.S. I said to myself, ‘ma ilak illa Lebnen’ (all I 
have is Lebanon). I came back home, got mar-
ried, had children, and built a house. The longer I 
stay here the more that dream goes farther. 

So you regret starting a family?
No. I regret not starting a family earlier.

What are your weaknesses?
My children. I would die for them.

Where do you find yourself most?
I find myself most in theater, either acting in a 
play or watching one I wrote, watching people 
giving a standing ovation, and in rock concerts.

you’ve recently become involved in environ-
mental issues. Why?
I became involved in environmental activism be-
cause none of the officials are doing their jobs. 
They simply do not care about the environmen-
tal crimes taking place in Lebanon. I couldn’t 
see these crimes happening in front of me with-
out doing anything about it, so I had to do the 
job of those who weren’t doing theirs.

Why did you name your cat Hitler?
Hitler (the cat) was a terminator. I would put out 
food for him and his sisters, and he would obliter-
ate them to get all the food.

You never wake up thinking 
‘today I shall fall in love’
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The
It was recently revealed that the 
Lebanese national anthem was cop-
ied. How do you think this affects the 
Lebanese citizen’s psyche? 
The national anthem is like a mother. 
Finding out that your national anthem 
is stolen should be like discovering 
that your parents aren’t your parents. 
If we as people consider ourselves a 
second-hand nation, then we should 
accept a second-hand anthem.  
Unfortunately, it didn’t affect us at 
all because we don’t feel anymore. 
You hear people saying, so what if 
this song or that melody is stolen from 
Fayrouz or from the Rahbanis? This is 
the general psyche; we, as a third 
world nation, do not appreciate the 
written word. If we can’t eat it, we 
don’t value it. 

If you could compose the national 
anthem, what would it be like?
It wouldn’t be hard for me to write a 
much better anthem than the one 
we have now. But I won’t do that be-
cause everyone will say that Ghassan 
brought up the controversy around 
the anthem so that he can get the 
chance to compose another one. 
Let me tell you this: I don’t need more 
fame, I don’t need more money.
I need truth.

What is the historical role of Arab civilization in 
advancing music and the arts, and have we 
done our history justice?
There’s a song for the Four Cats called Taal Intiz-
ari (My Prolonged Wait), it has these lyrics: “We in-
vented the letter and wrote the word, and since 
then we haven’t uttered a single word.” We as 
a people are so pleased with ourselves because 
we invented the alphabet, but then we’ve left 
everything to the west alone to advance. 

you mentioned something you like to call ‘the 
Lebanese miracle’. What is that?
The Muslim and the Christian in Lebanon do not 
resemble any Muslim or Christian in the world. 

Homeland

This is because I have something, maybe a cus-
tom or a way of thinking that I’ve adopted from 
you and you have something, maybe the way 
you dress, that you’ve adopted from me. On 
the other hand, a Muslim in Iran or a Christian in 
Luxembourg doesn’t resemble either of us in any 
way. We the Lebanese do not resemble anyone. 
The whole world tries to divide our country, yet 
they always fail because they do not understand 
this. If you enter the reality of Lebanon, the facts, 
into a supercomputer, it will process them for 100 
years with no result. It doesn’t add up. Accord-
ing to the facts, our country shouldn’t even be 
intact, yet you look at life on the ground and you 
see that the Lebanese are still going out and par-
tying. This is the Lebanese miracle.

What’s behind the artistic unity between fairouz 
and the rahbanis, besides marriage?
The marriage made the union possible, but it was 
a special chemistry that made the masterpieces. 
When Assi, Mansour and Fairouz started working, 
they didn’t know that things would be as colossal 
as they would.  But then they realized what they 
had and what they created; we all knew; their 
audiences knew. What they had may not hap-
pen again in 500 years. 

How did the breakup of fairouz and the rahba-
nis affect the rahbanis’ work?
Pink Floyd lost their star, and the Beatles broke 
up. Good things don’t last forever. After the 
breakup of Fayrouz and the Rahbanis, many op-
portunities were opened for others to become 
stars. Life had to go on; Fairouz kept making con-
certs and so did the Rahbani brothers. When you 
have a gap, you have to fill it with other peo-
ple’s work and find new inspiration. No one took 
Fairouz’ place, but there was a new intellectual 
wave that could become something in theatri-
cal work. Maybe the new star is Ghassan Saliba. 
He gave popular performances in the Middle 
East which are worth noting. He acts and sings, 
and that’s exactly what we need in the Rahbani 
theatre. He has an aura when performing, his tal-
ent comes by instinct. 

What musical innovations are owed to the rah-
banis?
My father was the first one to introduce the syn-
thesizer to his music in 1972, and a lot of people 
criticized him for adding electrical instruments 
to acoustic ones. Nowadays, every musical pro-
fessional uses a synthesizer. Innovations are not 
considered important in their own time. They 
become so only after they withstand the test 
of time. Just as when Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
wrote ‘The Dreamer’, but he never knew it was 
going to be taught in schools later on. I have a 
theory of harmonic scripture with three types of 
vocal levels in one verse. It could be judged as 
unacceptable, but in my music it’s applicable 
and true. This may become accepted as a theo-
ry in the future, yet nobody knows which new in-
novations will become disciplines and which will 
die with the innovator.
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Are you optimistic about the future of music in 
Lebanon?
I would be optimistic if the people who make mu-
sic cared about music instead of their pockets.

What’s the solution to the decline in the quality of 
music in the Arab world?
The solution is for people who provide quality 
music to take up space. My show Ghanni ma’ 
Ghassan takes up a certain space in 24 hours of 
programming; so if I take up 2 hours of the trash 
music’s time, and someone else provides anoth-
er hour of quality music, that’s three less hours of 
trash music on air. 

What is your advice for aspiring Lebanese artists?
I advise them to behave as though they have a 
responsibility towards their audience. People are 
affected by you; they are influenced by how you 

behave, act, talk, and walk. A poet or a perform-
er or a singer who behaves responsibly towards 
the audience will advance their art. On the other 
hand, if all they have on their mind is money and 
women, their art will spoil. 

you’ve literally done everything in your career, 
from music to politics to activism. What’s next for 
Ghassan al rahbani?
My show Ghanni ma’ Ghassan is a big part of my 
life now. It allows the new generation that’s con-
stantly exposed to trash music to actually experi-
ence quality music.  It allows us to improve the 
musical environment of the Arab youth. Its high 
ratings coupled with its young viewership are 
proof that young people do appreciate qual-
ity music. Provide the younger generation with 
good music, and they will accept it!

FutureThe

"But fate ordains that dearest friends must part." -Edward Young

The Bible says that “blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted.” I pray that God 
will bless us and all those who mourn you and give us the strength to carry on without you!

Toni truly was a Godsend; no one ever heard an ill word uttered by him. He was kind, polite, 
compassionate, and not only a true gentleman but a man of God, and in his service he had 
dedicated himself. Sadly, there are few people like that in the world today. We really miss his 
gentle and tender words and attitude that everybody is familiar with. He was always quick to 
start a conversation and engage in topics that really would make us miss his wisdom.

Zouk-Mosbeh, Himlaya, Bikfaya and the Louaize convent will truly miss Father Rahi in their Sun-
day masses and celebrations. Bkerke and the new patriarch will miss his love, sympathy, and 
urge to serve. He went early, leaving unfulfilled plans and dreams for the betterment of Leba-
non and the order that he loved and vowed to serve.

LIU students will miss him in all the campus, cafeterias and offices, where his companionship 
and company were a delight. They will miss his open-mindedness, his support, his enthusiasm 
to help, advise and foster. Toni was an excellent listener; he would never count the times 
listening to students’ demands, requests or even objections. He 
was also excellent in terms of friendship: when he needed 
anybody’s help or support he would never hesitate to ask 
for it and sometimes demand it! He never bragged about 
his knowledge, degrees, positions, or family ties. He was 
admirably humble. Toni, we thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts for giving us the pleasure of work-
ing with you. That was a real pleasure. We will also 
pray for your family and brothers who were always 
in your thoughts.

to help, advise and foster. Toni was an excellent listener; he would never count the times 
listening to students’ demands, requests or even objections. He 
was also excellent in terms of friendship: when he needed 
anybody’s help or support he would never hesitate to ask 
for it and sometimes demand it! He never bragged about 
his knowledge, degrees, positions, or family ties. He was 
admirably humble. Toni, we thank you from the bot-
tom of our hearts for giving us the pleasure of work-
ing with you. That was a real pleasure. We will also 
pray for your family and brothers who were always 
in your thoughts.

"Friendship does not end at death. It is eternal."

In Memoriam: Dr. Toni Rahi
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“Law is more than a subject”
Mrs. Khatib herself is a lawyer and holds a BA in 
Law, a Master’s degree in Private Law, and a 
second Master’s degree in Public Law with an 
emphasis on Human Rights Study. By 2012, she 
would have received her PhD degree in Public 
Law. Her doctoral dissertation is on the effect of 
international treaties on third parties. “It address-
es how states, organizations and individuals are 
affected by the rapid changes in international 
rules and customs, and how we can escalate 
and defend human rights to a certain level that 
could bind everyone in every state, even without 
the signature on the treaty,” explains Mrs. Khatib.

For Mrs. Khatib, law is more than a subject we 
study; it is an important part of human life that af-
fects all people. “I respect it [law]. I’m a lawyer 
and being one, I can communicate with all peo-
ple; I swing between all members of the society,” 
Mrs. Khatib explains. It doesn’t take a genius to 
notice her utmost respect for law, genuine care 
for other human beings and her goals of making 
real, concrete change in the society. She has held 
these three values close since she was a child; 
they created her identity. She adds: “Being a law-
yer and an advocate for human rights is already 
an accomplishment in society”; which is why she 
thought it is necessary for students at LIU to take 
the first step towards change in their society 
through the Human Rights Center; for when they 
renew and change they will not be hardened.

family and future
When asked about her family life, Mrs. Khatib, 
smiles warmly and reaches for a necklace she 
is almost always seen wearing. It is inscribed with 
‘Jad’. At this moment, Khouloud Khatib the law-
yer, activist, and teacher steps down, and Khou-
loud Khatib the proud and loving mother speaks. 
Jad is her five year-old son and “source of pow-
er”; a child, who from this young age, is already 
absorbing his mother’s thoughts and ideas. “He 
objects, and asks about his rights; he argues very 
well, to the point where I’ve nicknamed him ‘Mr. 
Why’,” Mrs. Khatib says with a laugh, “Jad, Jihad 
(my husband and soul mate) and I constitute a 
happy family, with a great belief in each other 
and a rooted backing to one another.”

On a personal level, Mrs. Khatib looks forward 
to making a real change in human rights activ-
ism, both locally and internationally. “I hope to 
see everyone defending and attaining what he 
or she believes and deserves,” she says. What 
about her son? Her answer is: “I wish for Jad to 
be who he is meant to be: a leader in society.”

Who is Kholoud Al Khatib?
Mrs. Kholoud Khatib is the woman who believes in the 
power of the youth; she is the woman who teaches the 
importance of knowing one’s fundamental rights and 
responsibilities. She is the woman who founded the Leb-
anese International University’s first and very unique Hu-
man Rights Center. 

Mrs. Khatib has been teaching the Introduction to Hu-
man Rights elective course at LIU for eight years now. 
She noticed how her students seemed to be genuinely 
interested in the entire class and its concepts; especially 
when they stepped outside the borders of the classroom 
and interacted with real people. At one point, her stu-
dents asked her “can’t we transmit these ideas and be-
liefs to the real societies surrounding us?”

With her dedication, impressive background, and history 
with activism, the students’ request was made possible. 
On January 12, 2011, LIU launched its first ever university-
based Human Rights Center, with the aim of making hu-
man rights awareness an integral part of our culture. 

Kholoud Al Khatib
By Malak Jaafar

Faculty Profile

Executive Director of the LIU Human Rights Center

Half way through our conversation, Mrs. Kholoud Khatib puts down her 
pen and paper, reaches for her laptop, and begins showing me some 
of her students’ work; they were human rights awareness ads. You 
could see her eyes light up with excitement and admiration as she 
shifts through the images. She couldn’t help but smile.
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A discussion was raised in one of our classes in 
the course ‘Integrating Technology in Education’ 
regarding the use of technology now a day, and 
the main issue that was discussed was whether 
technology is a mean for connecting people or 
if it is a tool for isolating them.

How easy it is now a day to chat with a friend 
who is living in Brazil, to send images within sec-
onds to your family members in Australia,  to 
have a video conference with a group of peo-
ple sharing with you a profession or an interest, 
or to be a member of an internet social network. 
The examples that you can give to present the 
latest technologies as communication devices 
are limitless. Your laptop, your ipad, your black-
berry, and many others are becoming portable, 
cheaper, and can connect you to anyone at 
any time.  

Looking at it from this side will give you the illusion 
that definitely technology is connecting people, 
but let’s look at it from the other side. I still re-
member my parents insisting on us to have din-
ner all together as a family. Afterwards, we used 
to sit in the living room to talk, to pass jokes, and 
to discuss all the problems that faced us during 
the day. Nowadays, I rarely see my children even 
when living in the same house. They are busy talk-
ing on the phone, chatting on the internet, send-
ing an email, researching about a topic in their 
rooms. Their laptops and mobiles are like part of 

them that they cannot live without them. Apart 
from the family circle, you see people living in 
a building or a district in which they don’t know 
any of their neighbors; they are too busy working 
and using their technology devices. You even 
look at people while socializing, taking pictures 
or writing texts and sending them to someone liv-
ing thousands of kilometers apart.  Some of my 
students said that every day when they wake up, 
they spend at least two hours using their comput-
ers and not talking to any of their family mem-
bers; it is like their morning coffee or breakfast. 
Another student said that she had an argument 
with her mom to ask her to spend at least one 
hour with her every day without using the black-
berry to chat with her cousins in the USA. 

Technology is a double edge weapon, it is con-
necting us to people who are apart, but at the 
same time it is keeping us apart from people who 
are close to us. Most of the time, we are creating 
virtual images of people that we might not really 
know, and an artificial structure of interaction. It 
is helping us with our work and studies, but alien-
ating us from people that are around us and de-
priving us from our social skills. Do we blame it all 
on technology? In fact it is not technology to be 
blamed, it is the way we use or abuse technol-
ogy. We must be able to manage the time and 
use of technology in a way that it becomes a 
slave to us helping us to succeed, instead of us 
becoming its slaves. •END•

Does Technology
Connect or Isolate
People? By Mrs. Badera Nakouzi

Scholarly, Literary & Honorary

This year, the month of August was loaded with en-
tangled spiritual occasions. While Christians com-
memorated Saint Mary’s Day, Muslims began prep-
aration to piously and obediently worship during 
the Nights of Al-Qadr. The spiritual essence of these 
nights is the Month of Ramadan, with which there is 
an intimate relationship with Saint Mary.

"O you who believe!  Fasting is prescribed for you, as 
it was prescribed for those before you, so that you 
may cultivate piety," says God in the Qur'an (2:183).  
The fast of the Month of Ramadan is a pillar of Islam-
ic faith; it entails abstention, curbing worldly pas-
sions, purifying the inward self, standing in humble 
prayer before God, and seeking His forgiveness.  It 
was in this month that God first revealed the Qur'an 
to the Prophet of Islam, as guidance to humanity.  

"Fasting is for Me, and I am its reward," says God to 
the believers, in the words of Prophet Muhammad.  
The fast, like all modes of worship, has spiritual sta-
tions.  Its exoteric form is a compulsory refrain (be-
tween dawn and dusk) from food, drink, smoke, and 
sexual intercourse; this is the fast of the common folk.  

A nobler fast imposes discipline on all bodily senses 
and limbs. Thus, the tongue fasts by refraining from 
superfluous or harmful speech (e.g., slander), the 
eyes fast by avoiding what is not permitted (e.g., 
lustful gaze), the ears by eschewing what is forbid-
den (e.g., giving audience to backbiting), and so 

forth; this is the fast of the select.  "Surely, the hear-
ing, the sight, and the heart, all of these, shall be 
questioned [on Judgment Day]" (17:36).

The most sublime fast, that of the heart, is attained 
by the spiritual elite.  As such, the worshipper severs 
his or her self from any thought other than the re-
membrance of God.  In the words of Ali bin Abi Tal-
ib, an intimate companion and relative of Prophet 
Muhammad, "I never observed a thing but that I 
witnessed God before it, after it, and beside it". Of a 
worshipper drawn so near to Him, God says: "I shall 
love him," and in metaphor, "When I love him, I be-
come his hearing with which he hears, his sight with 
which he sees, his hand with which he strikes, and 
his leg with which he walks."

The Qur'an exemplifies the higher stations of fasting, 
where it narrates the virgin birth of Jesus and his mi-
raculous speech in the cradle.  When "the throes of 
childbirth drove [Mary] to the trunk of the palm-tree, 
she [despaired] ... Then, [Jesus, the infant] called 
unto her from below, saying: `Grieve not!  Your 
Lord has placed a rivulet beneath you.  Shake the 
trunk of the palm-tree toward you, to cause fresh, 
ripe dates to fall upon you.  So eat, drink, and be 
consoled.  And if you meet any mortal, say: "Lord! 
I have vowed a fast unto the Beneficent, and may 
not speak this day to any mortal" (19:23--26).  Mary's 
fast allows for food and drink, but not speech.

Spiritually rejuvenated from sustained, intense wor-
ship, the believers greet the occasion of Eid al-Fitr 
with elation.  As they flock to, and from, congre-
gational prayers on the Day of Eid, angels stand 
at every corner of every alley to salute them, while 
God addresses them, saying: "Go, with all your sins 
forgiven, for you indeed [strove to] please Me, and 
I am pleased with you." •END•

Fasting the
Month of Ramadan:

A Reflection

By Dr. Hassan Khachfe 
Academic Director - Nabatieh
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garten to University."  Togetherness implies  a sign 
of participative and democratic approach to 
leadership that is executed by most of LIU's con-
stituencies at both administrative and academic 
levels:  Distinct education with low possible costs 
and less financial burdens on the students.

Furthermore, institutional leadership has been in-
corporated within LIU's overall mission, principles 
and objectives that ensure current and future 
administrative and academic excellence.  It is a 
matter of encompassing its main objectives and 
principles in the following three task specializa-
tions, such as:  First, LIU aims to provide its faculty 
and students with the most sophisticated and 
up-to-date knowledge, in accordance with the 
most advanced international programs, espe-
cially those implemented by the universities of 
the United States of America. Hence, the usage 
of the English language in teaching and commu-
nicating would exclusively be the basic require-
ment for these curricula. In fact, the university will 
coordinate higher education as being modern, 
pluralistic and flexible. 

Second, the university aims to execute global 
development strategies through its commitment 
to the principle of applying balanced growth in 
provinces of a nation.  Therefore, it is well proven 
that immigration to foreign countries as well as 
people who fled from villages to the capital will 
one day come to an end.  Consequently, higher 
learning will be provided for females who are 
willing to pursue higher education in their respec-
tive places of living.  Another clear objective of 
the university is to advise and link its graduates 
with the Lebanese and Arab countries' market-
places, using potentially modern technologies in 
their respective careers. 

Third, the university's main goal will deepen both 
its social and national assimilation  and absorp-
tion in the heart of a country.  It will enhance its 
affiliation and belongingness to the Arab World.  
In this particular framework, the cultural phenom-
enon will mutually interact with both local edu-
cation and regional civilization.   From a cultural 
point of view, the university's primary concern is 
the building character of humans, who are sci-
entifically and culturally capable to interact pos-
itively with their societies for an adequate func-
tioning of the people's capabilities in their own 
domains.  In this particular path of life, the uni-
versity will build a bridge between the Lebanese 
and Arab immigrants, enabling their children to 
achieve the highest levels of specializations in 
different modern professional fields of study.  On 

the other hand, the university's intention is to con-
vince the nation's citizens to be more and more 
rooted in their own land and dwelling places, 
encouraging them to acquire new science and 
knowledge in their mother country, avoiding the 
financial and living burdens of being abroad. 

Another conclusive leadership strategy is the ed-
ucational empowerment of educators through 
annual training sessions to faculty members 
from both the private and public sectors.  More-
over, most educational institutions will conduct 
samples of official examinations to all students, 
enabling them to remedy their weaknesses and 
pass these examinations successfully.  This indi-
cates the existence of certain homogeneity and 
mutual complementarities between the two 
above-mentioned sectors.  This is not to forget 
the other three empowerments, namely the cul-
tural, athletic and the sense of belongingness, 
aiming to create cultural habits and athletic 
seasons; establish clubs and playgrounds; come 
up with excursion programs and youth camps for 
mutual and constant communication between 
the Lebanese and Arab youth from different reli-
gious, ethnic and social backgrounds. 

Finally, it is relevant at this point to conclude that 
scientific and cultural relationships may be es-
tablished between the various Lebanese, Arab 
and International universities.  It would be nec-
essary to make mutual scientific and cultural 
contracts and agreements, aiming to exchange 
their educational experiences and encouraging 
their collaborative research processes in scientif-
ic journals and publications.  In order to achieve 
what has been preceded, the establishment of 
a certain Union may agglomerate 
the private Arab University Coun-
cils for consolidating their scien-
tific and educational operations. 
•END•

a certain Union may agglomerate 
the private Arab University Coun-
cils for consolidating their scien-
tific and educational operations. 
•END•

During the first decade of this millennium, LIU's 
openness to Arab countries and African nations, 
especially in Yemen, Mauritania, Senegal, Egypt, 
Syria and Saudi Arabia, where new campuses 
were inaugurated, made it possible to spread 
higher learning among these different countries 
of the world. Two years ago, on July 22nd and 23rd, 
2009, His Excellency former Minister of Education 
and Higher Learning Abdel-Rahim Mourad, Presi-
dent of LIU, Dr. Samir Abou-Nassif, Vice-President 
for Administration and Dr. Majdi Hammad, host-
ed a two-day conference on Private Higher Edu-
cation in the Arab world. 

His Excellency Abdel-Rahim Mourad viewed the 
establishment of new private higher education 
institutions in poor Middle-Eastern and African 
countries as a necessity to overcome the pub-
lic sector's difficulties.  This educational private 
sector in any nation may also accompany the 
technological and scientific developments that 
are taking place in the world's global village.  In 

addition, the higher education private sector in 
Lebanon is facing several problems related to 
the discrepancies between the purpose of the 
institutions' educational mission and the out-
comes of private financial investments and their 
respective return profits.  Moreover, the prob-
lematic belongingness to a nation, the religious 
affiliations and ideologies are challenges en-
countered by the educational private sector in 
Lebanon to be overcome.   

In our case, personal leadership and institutional 
leadership are being initially rooted in the mind 
of LIU's founders to create a university as a dream 
to become reality.  The founder’s primary inten-
tion is to establish the most appropriate physical 
facilities and premises that fulfill the demands of 
a modern university such as laboratories, the-
aters, and athletic facilities. The leadership con-
cept has been launched within a comprehen-
sive educational project based on the motto: 
"Together Towards a Better Future, from Kinder-

Lebanese and Middle-Eastern
H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n

LIU President’s Future Vision

By Dr. Tony Rahi
PhD in Educational Management
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no end, especially when you work in such a deli-
cate profession as Human Resources. The only 
personal quality I can think of that helped me a 
lot was my willingness to try and do something 
different in my life.    

Please describe a typical day in your life.

Not being a morning person, waking up at 6:00 
am (since my commute is very long) and repeat-
edly going through the NYC Subway rush hour 
was, as you can imagine, very “refreshing” for me 
at first. When you’re in Lebanon, you are polite 
and considerate to others. When you’re stand-
ing only 2 centimeters apart from somebody’s 
head in a crowded New York subway car (this is 
not an exaggeration, I’m serious) and you need 
to get out, and nobody wants to move, you be-
gin to toughen up a little bit. I have the typical 
9 – 5 job, and I got used to the fact that you can-
not smoke anywhere in New York except on the 
street, which, by the way is -4 degrees and is not 
easy.

What is the single most important thing you 
learned at university?

You meet a lot of people in those years. Some 
are inspiring. Some are funny. Some you hate 

then realize they’re awesome. The ones that you 
still talk to after you leave are the ones that will 
always be a large part of your life no matter how 
many countries are between you. 

What is the single most important thing you 
learned at work?

Diplomacy, diplomacy, diplomacy. I cannot 
stress enough that you have to bite your tongue 
sometimes and toughen up. Your boss will yell at 
you. Your co-workers don’t say good morning. 
You’ll have days where nothing goes right. Some 
days you really, really want to quit. That doesn’t 
mean you’re not a pro, it just means you’re learn-
ing how to deal with life. In the long run, you’ll be 
surprised how good you’ve gotten at what you 
love to do best.

What is the best part of your job?

People trusting you enough to let you handle 
their salaries and confidential information. In 
Lebanon, asking each other how much your sal-
ary is might not seem like a big deal. In the United 
States, that’s a HUGE issue that you cannot ask 
anyone. People are extremely private here and 
having them tell you everything, from their family 
situations to their confidential information, makes 
me feel like I have the best job in the world.

What is the worst part of your job?

The sheer amount of competition, pressure, and 
volume of work. In Wall Street, competition be-
tween financial institutions is like putting sharks 
together in a swimming pool and telling them to 
be nice. It’s very hard, because you can (and 
will) be replaced any second. 

What is the future of your field?

The future is to be a Sourcing Recruiter, which is 
basically searching for people through websites 
such as Monster and LinkedIn (among others) to 
fill in positions when a role needs to be filled. 

What advice can you give today’s students?

Do not leave University when the going gets 
tough. Even if you fail all your courses, take them 
again. Believe me, I see resume’s with people 
holding 3 Masters Degrees, and they are still 
turned down for a role because they are not 
qualified enough. Sure, some people don’t have 
high school degrees, and they’re millionaires, 
but that’s the exception, not the rule. Having an 
education is one of the most important things 
you can give yourself.  •END•

What exactly does your current position 
comprise of?

I currently work at Deutsche Bank, which is an in-
ternational investment bank on 60 Wall Street in 
New York. It has 55 floors and over 5,000 employ-
ees in that branch alone. The Deutsche Bank 
branch in Wall Street is actually the portal where 
candidates in all 50 States of the United States 
apply for a role. Although there are other Human 
Resources departments in all other DB branches, 
the Wall Street Branch is where everything comes 
together. My main role is to coordinate and set 
up interviews between Hiring Managers and po-
tential candidates, organize onsite and overseas 
Video Conferences with the DB Branches in the 
United Kingdom, Europe, and India, prepare 
offer letters and offer packets when the candi-
dates are hired, conduct background checks, 
walk candidates through the Onboarding pro-
cess, authorize drug and fingerprint screenings, 
and submit the employee’s files to Data Man-

agement to process them and include them in 
the Human Resources database.  

How was your transition from the classroom to 
the workplace?

Not difficult for me, since I’ve been in the work-
force ever since I finished High School at 17 years 
of age. However, I do miss the carefree days of 
having nothing on your mind except for passing 
the English Exam.

What personal and professional qualities helped 
to launch you into your current career?

I used to be very shy when I was a teenager, with 
a fear of anything that was related to commu-
nicating with people on a large scale. I didn’t 
want to remain a painfully shy 15 year old with 
no dreams, so I began to force myself to be ex-
posed to more people. Work is a very important 
personality builder, and interacting with strang-
ers who aren’t your friends and family helps you 
set boundaries and boosts your confidence to 

LIU ALUMNI
Success Stories

Hiba Boutari
BA ’09 Public Relations
Recruiting Coordinator at Deutsche Bank – New York, USA

The Lebanese International University takes special pride in all its alumni. Graduates of our university 
have achieved extraordinary success in short periods of time and in a wide range of fields. Their 
expertise now benefits Lebanon and extends to countries all around the globe. In this issue, Recruiting 
Coordinator Hiba Boutari shares her experiences with the Scope.

An education is one of the most important things you can give yourself
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Nisreen Jabr
Instructor at the English Department
“3asfour bil 2eed wala 3ashra 3al shajra” “A bird 
in the hand is worth more than ten in the bush.”

I chose this quote because I think it resembles 
life perfectly. This proverb is a warning against 
greed, avarice, and cupidity.  It is an exhortation 
to be content and satisfied.  It teaches every one 
of us that we should not be discontented even 
when we choose to savor the least.

Ayman Dahrouj
Public relation Director
Yalli beysaweek be nafso ma zalamak (He 
who treats you the same way he treats him-
self, won’t oppress you).

This proverb is a true scale to know how to 
treat people and also how to think about 
them. Sometimes a person can do things and 
sometimes one can’t do others, which only 
means that we have to reconsider the limit of 
his/her authority limits.

Bashar Nasrallah
Instructor at Communication Arts Department
- “Ya 3antar meen 3antarak?”
- “3antarit w ma radni 7ada.” 
- “Oh bully, who made you that way?”
- “I bullied and no one stood up to me.”

This proverb reflects the behavior of our fellow 
Lebanese people, which will stay as such no mat-
ter what you try to do to change them, sadly!

Mr. Abdul raheem Mourad
Chairman of LIU

Hassan Choubassi
Coordinator, Communication Arts Department
Le bya3rif, bya3rif. W yalli ma bya3rif, b 2oul kaf 3adass. 
(He who knows, knows. And he who doesn’t know shall 
say a handful of lentils.)

Things are never what they seem. I’m hiding the truth, not 
to protect my enemy, but to hide my shame. When taken 
out of context, reality and its image are not compatible.

Law demit la ghayrak, ma alit ilak. (If it lasted for others, it 
wouldn’t have reached you.)

This is a lesson to those in power; that if this power had lasted 
in the hands of their predecessors, it wouldn’t have come to 
them. They should learn from that and remember that it will 
someday be someone else’s turn .

Ina Allaa yu7ib itha 3amal a7adakum 3amalan an yutkinah.  
(God loves when one does something and perfects it).

This means that perfecting your work is a mark of faith, and 
God guides us towards this. Perfection leads to success in any 
initiative a person can take.

By Asma Al Ashhab

"

"

What’s your favorite Lebanese proverb, and why?What’s your favorite Lebanese proverb, and why?

we          the instituteask
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During the war in Afghanistan, a multitude of lives 
were put to an end by human atrocities. Unques-
tionably, the war was austere on the lives of those 
who suffered under the bombed sky. In the wreck-
age of the unfathomable tragedy of life, we come 
to find broken pieces of what used to be a porce-
lain doll, a mirror, or a memory perhaps. The remain-
ders of history become a part of it and a part of us. 
War knows no forbearance, no innocence, and no 
justice. Under its rule, there are no rules apart from 
“kill or be killed.” Under the sky, there is no land but 
the earth. Under the sun, there is no darkness to 
hide in except for our own shadows. As much as 
war bruises or rather scars the body residing within 
the borders of its territory, in Afghanistan it is unsur-
passed by its concurrent fanatical poverty-stricken 
society that suffocates even the flowers that arbi-
trarily grow on the side of the road. 

In “A Thousand Splendid Suns,” Khaled Hosseini par-
adoxically neighbors two women from completely 
dissimilar childhoods in a parallel world. After a long 
period of time, they come to meet as a result of a 
polygamous and undesired marriage on both ac-
counts. However, an unlikely friendship emerges 
from the situation. Mariam and Laila connect and 
line up in a frontier in the face of their reprehensible 
oppressor: the husband. Some kind of unspoken 
and unwritten oath inscribes itself in the sanctity of 
their relationship, one that promises love, support, 
trust, and most importantly, sacrifice. After having 
suffered considerably and in a moment of self-de-
fense (if both women are considered one “self”) 
one of them manages to kill him. This forms a strike 

for all Afghan women; for all women. Mariam faces 
the same fate as her mother’s, only hers is not sui-
cide, and it is garlanded with sacrifice and honor. 
Laila, on the other hand, returns to her lover and 
lives with him alongside her children. Although the 
novel is drenched with anguish, misery, and depri-
vation, hope flickers like an incandescent light in a 
dark street.

The novel comprises elements beyond literary de-
scription, imagery beyond artistic portrayal, and a 
sense of realism that could be mistaken for reality. 
Much of its eloquence derives out of simplicity and 
the story told behind the words. When reading the 
book you become Mariam, Laila, a victim, and you 
become Afghanistan. 

It is titled “A Thousand Splendid Suns” based on the 
poem by Saib-e-Tabrizi on Kabul.

“One could not count the moons that shimmer on her roofs
And the thousand splendid suns that hide behind her walls”

Under the sun, there is no darkness. In the darkness, 
there are a thousand splendid suns. A book review 
cannot possibly substitute the experience of read-
ing the book because through it we live the expe-
rience of being another human being in another 
world, and of being blindsided by the thousand 
splendid suns of Kabul.

Book Review:

A Thousand Splendid Suns
Khaled Hosseini

Visit the library at the LIU campuses to 
check out this book and many more.

Book Ratings:
By Fatima Hanan El Reda

Between Classes…
By Alaa Kanaan, Asma Al Ashhab, and Joe Adnan

Maha Harb
What is your ideal job? As a 
medical representative in a 
respectable company that 
doesn’t interfere with my 
marital lifeMonah El Achkar

Where do you see yourself in 20 
years? I see myself as a famous 
television personality in Lebanon

rola reslan
What is your ideal job? A news 
anchor or a reporter; I feel this 
is totally me

Mariam Hijazi
What is your ideal job? To own 
a pharmacy and teach at a 
university

Dana Ajami
Where do you see yourself in 
20 years? I see myself working in 
a drug company and married, 
maybe completing a pharmacy 
degree as well

Issam Abdallah
What is your ideal job? To 
have my own media services 
company

Albert Abdul Wahed
What is your ideal job? My ideal 
job is to work at MAC, because 
it’s a pioneer in our field
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When it comes to packaged foods, reading 
nutrition fact labels is mandatory for you, as for 
any other consumer. In fact, this special tool can 
help you, not only to eat healthier, but also, to 
shop smarter. Knowing how to interpret these 
labels is of greater importance. 

To be honest, two main reasons have driven 
me to write this article: first, the small number 
of people who read labels prior to making a 
purchase; and second, the misinterpretation 
problem I’ve noticed, notably from my patients. 
Not noticing or ignoring the number of servings 
per container is the number one mistake that 
misleads the reader. This is mostly the case with 
chocolate bars and potato chips, among other 
high calorie foods.

Here are some tips that might be helpful through 
the reading-interpretation process:

1. Start by reading the Serving Size as well 
as the Servings per Container: in fact, the 
information mentioned on such labels is 
based on ONE serving, whereas the package 
might contain one, two or more servings.

2. Check the Calories: this is actually what 
counts the most!

3. Know the Total fat, the Cholesterol, and the 
Sodium content:  the lower they are, the 
healthier you are. Note that Trans fat and 
Saturated fat (also called ‘bad fat’) are the 
ones always mentioned.

4. Analyze the Total Carbohydrates: look for 
high Dietary fiber and low Sugar content.

5. Check the Protein content: choosing food 
high in protein and low in fat is best.

6. Choose foods that are rich in Vitamin A, 
Vitamin C, Calcium, and Iron: these nutrients 
help in disease prevention and they promote 
good health.

7. The Percentage of Daily Value (% DV) makes 
it easier for you to plan a balanced diet by 
comparing what you eat to what you should 
be eating. Note: these values are based on 
a 2000 calorie diet; you might need more or 
less based on your weight, height, gender, 
and activity level.

It’s also worth emphasizing on the importance of 
checking the expiry date of any product before 
purchase. And remember, eat right, feel bright!

Ghiwa el Banna 
Licensed Dietitian  /  LIU Nutrition and Dietetics Graduate

Eat right,
feel Bright.

read Ghiwa’s daily health tips on facebook:  www.facebook.com/RD.Ghiwa

Shop Smarter,
Eat Healthier

After 12 years of school and up to eight years 
of college, many young men and women think 
that they have passed a milestone. But in reality, 
they have just started. In Lebanon, where nepo-
tism and “wasta” (the use of contacts), are the 
main factors at play during the hiring process, 
finding a job can be a job in itself.

But there are many places to look for jobs these 
days. Mohammed Nehme, a 19-year-old busi-
ness student at AUCE (American University of 
Culture and Education), told Hibr: “I usually count 
on newspapers such as Waseet and Al-Hadaf to 
look for jobs. I found my jobs by looking in the 
newspapers stated above.”

Telecommunications engineering graduate Mo-
hammed Hamam has not been so fortunate. 
“I graduated almost three years ago and I still 
haven’t found a job in my domain, even though 

I have looked in newspapers, companies, even 
online, but no luck so far,” he said. Regarding the 
reasons behind his ‘misfortune’ in job seeking, he 
blamed it on “mostly [my lack of] wasta, I think.”

Mohammed Hamam is just one of many un-
employed youth in Lebanon. According to in-
dexmundi.com, Lebanon’s unemployment rate 
stands at 9.2% of the population (2007 figures).

To get some tips for more successful job-seeking, 
Hibr sat down with Youmna Elcheikh Ali, a human 
resources generalist at Diwanee, a Beirut-based 
digital media company.

“Here at Diwanee, we often use the Internet and 
websites such as hirelebanese.com to recruit 
employees,” Alcheikh Ali said. “Personally, I see 
the Internet as the future of recruitment, and I 
encourage the youth to post their CVs on these 
websites and to have more faith in them.”

Alcheikh Ali advises job-seekers to take greater 
care when writing their CVs. “I urge young men 
and women to be more attentive to their CVs. 
We reject so many applicants just because they 
have ‘messy’ CVs.” She continued: “[Applicants] 
should certainly include their personal skills, [such 
as] being able to work under pressure. They 
should also include information about previous 
jobs they have held such as the job description 
without diving into details. Also, use a template 
to organize your CV - you can find a lot of those 
online.”

As for interviews, Alcheikh Ali said: “I would rec-
ommend [interviewees] to just relax. Never men-
tion negative aspects of their personalities. Also 
refrain from talking pejoratively about previous 
work places, co-workers or bosses; only mention 
positive things.”

So, in the words of Alcheikh Ali, be positive, relax, 
trust the Internet and your job-seeking days will 
soon come to an end.

I WANT A JoB... BUT WHErE?
By Ali Wehbe

online resources for job-seekers
www.bayt.com
www.monstergulf.com
www.headhunterlebanon.com
www.jobinlebanon.com
www.lebanon-support.org
www.mediaopps.me
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Sayadieh Sauce
Light Veloute sauce
500 ml fish water (fumet) 
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 tablespoons flour 
1 tablespoon lemon juice  
1 tablespoon butter

Make a roux from olive oil, flour and butter. Add 
the fumet. Add lemon juice once it reaches a 
gentle bubble.

Harra (Vegetable) Sauce
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 onion slices
4 cloves of garlic cut into small pieces
1 green pepper cut a-la-julienne or in narrow strips 
1 red pepper a-la-julienne 
1 green chili pepper 
1 bunch coriander, minced 
4 tomato slices cut thin
2 tablespoons of tomato paste
1 bunch dried coriander 
1 cup water 
1 spoon cumin 
Salt, to taste

Fry all ingredients, adding them one by one in 
the order that they are listed

Tajen Sauce
500 ml sesame paste (Tahineh)
Lemon Juice 
Orange Juice
Water
1 onion slice
50 ml olive oil

Mix the sesame paste, lemon juice, orange 
juice and water until you have a liquid sauce. 
Aside, fry the onion in olive oil. Add the liquid 
sauce to the onion, and turn off the heat once 
it starts to gently bubble.

Traboulsieh Sauce 
Mix an equal amount of Harra Sauce and Tajen 
Sauce and adjust the taste

Directions
• Prepare fish fumet (stock) by frying the bones of one 

fish or one small fresh whole fish with one onion and 
one carrot. Add two liters of hot water and one lemon 
wedge.

• Aside, fry two big onion slices with a mix of olive and 
vegetable oil until they become brown. Add the onion 
to the fish fumet and let them boil, giving the fumet a 
brown color.

• Cook 500 grams of rice in a brazier with a little bit of 
olive oil. Add the cumin, the curcuma and salt. When 
they begin to stick, add one liter of fumet. After allow-
ing it to simmer for two minutes, taste the water of the 
rice and adjust the taste. Cover and lower the heat.

• Put the fish on slices of lemon in a roasting pan to avoid 
sticking. Spice them with dried coriander and cumin 
on their skins. Bake at 180 C for 20 to 25 minutes.

Sauces

International Cuisine

fish Sayadieh

Compiled and photographed
by Mohammad Kansoun

R e c i p e s  f r o m  L I U ’ s  C u l i n a r y  M a s t e r
with Chef Rabih Jammal

This traditional Lebanese recipe includes a main dish of Fish Sayadieh
as well as four different sauces that can be served on the side.

Serves 5 people.

Ingredients
500 g American rice 
1 kg whole fish, preferably Lokkoz
250 g onion slices
100 ml olive oil 
100 ml vegetable oil 
1 carrot 
2 bay leaves
1 lemon wedge
2 tablespoons cumin
1 tablespoon curcuma
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Someone once gave me advice and told me a story
He said, no problems, no worries, no need for Maury

It blossomed it grew like a plant from a seed
I knew this is the man I'd love and I'd need
When my eyes saw him my soul was freed

The wounds from my past withered and healed
It was like the world just started, Adam and Eve

I held his hands saying I'd never leave
Hand in hand I knew we'd succeed 

We'd laugh, we'd talk, we always agreed
A summer from heaven got me higher than weed

When he went back home I felt kinda shaken
Like a piece of my heart was ripped out and taken

From then on it was never the same
Everything I said might've sounded lame

The calls were toned down like a light flame
Waiting to hear him, to say his name
Just like a storm the problems came

When the blame was on me I felt the shame

The ups into downs and the highs to blues
The smiles to frowns, I should've seen the clues

N���� F��� �� L���
By Alaa Takache

That’s what happens when rages flare
Their only fuel is people who care

The tones changed and switched hues
Purple and blue was my heart's bruise

It was clear now we had different views
We saw life's meaning from a different scope
But to me he's the reason I hold on and cope
Addicted, attached, like a pot head's dope

My leader, my soldier, he's my only hope

I can deal with the faults and the minor brawls
To see Ali talk and learn to crawl

To use a potty and draw on the wall

I just need a man to lift up my falls
One that’s got a heart and with no separating walls

A guy that can erase all that pain
My tears have turned to a shower of rain
I need soft words not dope and cocaine

I never felt this way about anyone in my life
Bou Ali's the one that can take out that knife

With just a few words, will you still be my wife… 

Never, ever, ever, fall in love

Dear Loocha: I am having many problems 
with my boyfriend over his jealousy! He is re-
ally pushing it too far. I am trying to be patient 
and understanding, but my patience is run-
ning out. What can I do?
R. L.

Dear R.L.: A little bit of jealousy is natural in 
every relationship; sometimes it can even 
be healthy when it helps to define and set 
boundaries. Yet the excessive form appear-
ing in your relationship, to the point where 
you’re simply running out of patience, likely 
stems from your boyfriend’s deeper insecuri-
ties. 

Sometimes a person in a relationship may be 
jealous of their partner, yet it may not have 
much to do with the reality of the present 
relationship. If this is the case, it’s essential to 
recognize that the jealousy running rampant 
is more about previous disappointments; 
whether in romantic relationships or others. 
Support your boyfriend in becoming more 
conscious of the patterns from previous re-
lationships that he may be repeating in this 
one. You and your boyfriend should spend 
some time looking even deeper at where his 
fears are coming from.

After you’ve addressed this with him in an un-
derstanding, non-judgmental way, let him know 
how you are feeling and tell him that his over-
protection is doing more harm than good. Let 
him know that it is more likely to drive you away 
than the perceived threats he is jealous of. Agree 
on certain boundaries that both of you should 
follow, and that makes each of you feel safe. 
The next step is to set a strategy for dealing with 
jealousy when it arises. Create a common agree-
ment on how you will act in and react to situa-
tions that could trigger jealousy. Deciding on this 
beforehand is key; when emotions run rampant, 
it’s much more difficult to control actions.

Dear Loocha: My girlfriend and I have been 
dating on and off for a long time, and we love 
each other very much. We’ve been together 
without breaking up for a year straight now. 
Do you think it will last forever?
S. H. 

Dear S. H: Some of the best relationships start 
off on a rocky road. It takes a while for a cou-
ple to become accustomed to each other’s 
thinking, habits, and needs, and this period 
of time can be quite tumultuous, resulting in 
an on-and-off relationship like yours.

The fact that you’ve been together in har-
mony for the last year appears to be a good 
indication for the future. However, there 
is only one tried and true way to know if a 
relationship is the real thing: give it time. Be 
good to each other and accept each oth-
er’s differences, and the passage of time will 
reveal the true potential of your relationship.

Having relationship trouble or 

simply a question?

Ask Loocha  on

the.scope@liu.edu.lb

and she'll answer you on

The Scope Facebook Page

www.facebook.com/TheScopeLIU
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You thought I would not reply to your admiration
For you are now the one who took the initiation
Writing to me on this magazine risking your reputation
You waited with a little hope, and a lot of anticipation
Knowing I’m out there somewhere in this wide nation
And that if I would read the words behind your dictation
I would reply knowing your privacy is under violation
But what you don’t know is that your poem was an inspiration
And your words were firm and direct in penetration
Through my chest to my heart that has been on vacation
And been with you since our unfortunate separation

From my first sight it was immediate infatuation
When our eyes crossed, waiting at a bus station
And I felt desperate to start any kind of conversation
So I took a breath, and with a whole lot of determination
I stared, you stared back as an indication
That I was rewarded for being kind and patient
I took your phone number and your current location
Hoping I could stop by or call for a continuation
Wrote it down on a piece of paper with a short validation
Cause with the first wind blow it flew to an unknown destination
Leaving me there broken, and with a new aspiration
For me and this girl to meet once more before the end of civilization
Or before my or her life exceeds its god given limitation

by another Anonymous

A Reply to

From that day, I have been showing more appreciation
For the gift God has granted me with this miracle creation
Meeting her then losing her has left me in total starvation
Hungry not for food, but for one more confrontation
With the one that I describe and end with an exclamation
Knowing that what I feel is no where near my explanation

I lived life from that day with no passion or organization
Until The Scope issue four dropped on the desk of administration
And I saw your life saving page 56 participation
Denoted under the name anonymous to be low on visualization
But I’m here hoping to be anonymous’s awaited relation
And I know this is more of a rap than your poem sensation 
But all you got to do is right back for further information....

When we first got together,
Everything became a game, and obstacles were nothing.

Hope and happiness filled my life,
And the universe revolved around you and me.

I stole your heart and lost my mind,
And I loved you like a child.

The whole world was wrong and we were right,
And two plus two was five.

All I could see was you,
And all you could see was me.

As the years passed and the challenges grew,
We could never expect what was coming next.

It was one thing after another, 
Impenetrable walls of stone.

Everyone said we wouldn’t last,
They said we were dreaming,

They said it shouldn’t, it couldn’t, it wouldn’t be.
But all I could see was you,

And all you could see was me.

Today,
Everything is still a game, and obstacles are nothing.

Hope and happiness fill my life because you are hope and happiness,
And the universe still revolves around you and me.

We’re gonna take over the world,
And rule it forever and ever,

And live together and die together and go to heaven together,
Because all I can see is you,
And all you can see is me.

By Saja TakacheYou Me&

It was the beginning of what was brought to me, 
what got me closer to see the thing that had fallen 

between my arms, in my heart, through my soul, 
among my body. 

I stand on the edge of mental chaos to steal the 
whispers of angels once they describe your beauty. 

Day and night they break the dome of silence by 
gazing at your beauty, sensing it mercilessly, while it 
collapses the altars of Eden to revive a new heaven 

colliding with your aroma. 

Every feather, wind, breeze, sunray, river, spring, sum-
mer, everything, attains essence from your sensuality 

and so do I. 

Would I ever have had a storm crashing and assem-
bling disassembled waves that have risen to collide 

among each other to represent the feelings that 
have ricocheted every single simple corner of this 

thing that was mended once your name was uttered 
and thus this life had a taste after having been fallen 

to an endless bitterness for so long? 

Never have I been as such and forever I am yours.

Marking
Scrambled

Thoughts
By Mhamad Kleit
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On the eve of April 24th 1915, a huge cold-blood-
ed massacre took place in Armenia, in which 1.5 
million Armenians were brutally butchered by 
the Ottoman army. Fortunately, those who were 
lucky enough fled, but those who were not had 
a fatal encounter with destiny.

Ever since my childhood, my grandparents told 
me stories about the Armenian genocide and 
the atrocities that were committed against 
them. Back then, I did not fully grasp and ap-
preciate the gravity of such events. However, a 
trip to Der Zor, Syria on April 21st 2007, was more 
than enough to make me appreciate the loss 
of the Armenians and the tremendous suffering 
that they went through. During the trip, I visited 
a small sandy village on the Syrian border with 
Turkey called Margade, and in the sand of this 
village, I literally found bones of Armenians who 
were trying to evade death.

This genocide drastically affected the course of 

our lives. Being uprooted from our native coun-
try was not easy at all. It had its difficulties and 
challenges, because there was a new life lying 
ahead of us. However, we did not allow the dif-
ficulties to thwart the pace of our new life, and 
we never succumbed to the hardships of life. We 
fought life with great gallantry, and the very pain 
that we all felt helped us to overcome both our 
horrendous past and the difficulties of this new 
life. As time went by, our strong will of survival 
helped us to conquer all the odds and achieve 
the unimaginable, and for that, I am ever so 
proud of being an Armenian.

Although the Armenian genocide occurred 96 
years ago, it seems to us as though it was only 
yesterday. We do forgive those who perpetrated 
the atrocities, since forgiveness is the attribute of 
the strong, but we will never give up on our rights. 
It is quite remarkable to know that it is the strong 
will of survival that rescued us from oblivion. At 
the end, we all thrived.

The Will of Su rvivalThe Will of Survival
By Anthony Ohanessian

It is with great sadness and sorrow that I am writing 
these words about a friend that left this life to an 
eternal one.  Roody Boulos Boutros, at the age of 
21, passed away after a struggle with a lung prob-
lem. Roody was an excellent engineering student 
who was supposed to graduate this spring. He was 
a very smart student; his GPA was 3.66, and he was 
a very polite and cheerful person, loved by all who 
knew him. He was very loving, caring, compassion-
ate, supportive, wonderful, generous, and the best 
friend anyone could ever have. May God accept 
his soul and let him rest in peace.

A few months ago the world was beautiful, a few 
months ago his life was colorful, and a few months 
ago the earth was repeating the echo of his laugh. 
And now he’s gone! His presence has become just a 
memory; his smile has become the title of his story!

And now, never again to see Roody’s smile light up 
the skies, never again to hear him laughing loudly. 
A brother of the sun has been taken away, but in 
our hearts his smile will always stay! Roody will now 
dance among the clouds, and from heavens, we 
will still hear him laughing loud and proud. A star has 
been plucked from the sky… Roody Boulos Boutros is 
a friend that will never die!

Roody, we were grateful to have had the chance 
to know you. We had the chance to share a piece 
of our life with you. You were always here for us just 
to make us smile.  We could never imagine our life 
without you. It never crossed our minds, not even 
for a second, that tomorrow you could be gone. 
Having known you, having walked with you, will al-
ways be truly an honor. 

For days we tried to reach you, but we couldn’t 
even get a glimmer of hope. We figured it was just 
a coincidence; we just couldn’t accept the truth. 
Every time we remembered your smiling face, we 
cracked up in tears, we knew you didn’t have time 
to feel a thing, but we also knew that you now had 
plenty of time to feel our fears and our tears from 
up there! Since that day, all we’ve been doing is 
remembering all the things we’ve done together 
since the day we met until our last good bye. Every 
day when we think of you, we can’t stop the tears 
from falling from our eyes. 

Roody, you were a best friend and forever you will 
remain one! In our hearts forever you will be, and in 
our memories together we will always be the best 
of friends. Roody, you were so young and you had 
a brilliant future in front of you. We all have spe-
cial memories of you; you were loved by all and 
will be greatly missed by all. For years, you will stay 
in our mind; for years, your smile will be engraved 
in our hearts, and for years your presence will linger 
among us!

You Are Near!
We had never sat like this before
Grouped together looking for fun 
We had never sat like this before 
Looking for some fun and lacking your smile
Surprisingly enough, we weren’t missing you
Surprisingly enough,
nobody mentioned that you’re far
Until your name lingered so loud
We called you by your name,
and waited for your reply

Your friend were called by your name
Were we confused or were you really there?

Everybody waited for your reply
Attracted by a powerful wind

Then, we went back to normal 
When your wings were felt up there

This is why we weren’t missing you:
You are near, you are here!

Roody Boulos Boutros

By Stephanie Laba

Always Beloved & Never Forgotten
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You aren’t satisfied with the way your 
relationship is going. You have doubts 
regarding your partner’s fidelity, but 
don’t act out until you can substantiate 
your mistrust or you might regret your 
actions in the future.

Aries

At this point in time it’s ideal to set aside 
some you-time and take a break from 
your stressful life. Yet be careful not to 
prolong this break beyond its capacity, 
because you might have a hard time 
getting back to your busy schedule.

Taurus

Jealousy, be it of others’ success or of 
your partner, has hit you – hard. Don’t 
act on impulse; think very carefully 
about every step you take and every 
decision you make. This time, luck is not 
on your side; logic and rationality are.

Cancer

Your past mistakes might finally be 
catching up with you. Tread carefully. 
Honesty with the people you love is the 
best course of action now; sneakiness 
will only give you further trouble.

Leo

This is a good time for you to set certain 
goals for the near future, as your 
high energy and optimism will make 
accomplishing these tasks easier. 
But be wary not to neglect your best 
relationships, and make room for your 
loved ones in your plans.

Virgo
You have finally attained, or very near 
to attaining, both financial security 
and a loving partner. Be wary of asking 
for too much at this point; doing so 
may set back what you have already 
worked so hard to accomplish.

Pisces

You might be facing some financial 
difficulties, but they will prove to be 
temporary. Focus on your partner, who 
recently seems distant and bothered by 
something, because this is where there is 
real cause for concern. Offer them your help 
now, and you will avert a coming storm. 

Libra

Your hard work and perseverance will 
finally pay off. Be ready for a surprising 
turn of events in your work or classes. It is 
a good time to share your happiness with 
your loved ones and to open up about 
recent romantic developments in your life.

Scorpio

Your partner, classmate or co-worker will 
reveal news to you that might take you 
by surprise and upset you. Don’t react 
negatively; instead, embrace his/her 
honesty and look to the future, because 
there is a good one awaiting you together.

Aquarius

Recently, money has become a priority 
to you, and that is taking its toll on 
social life. Make some time for family, 
friends, and your partner.

Capricorn

Now is a good time to spend some real 
time with your family. You might receive 
some criticism from them but try to 
overlook it; most of it is unfounded. It 
is also a good time to disclose certain 
information that you have been hiding 
from them. 

Gemini The small problems that you are used to 
ignoring in your schoolwork or in your 
relationship have grown and you can’t 
look past them anymore. A challenging 
time awaits you, and if you want any 
chance of weathering it through, you must 
resolve these problems from their core.

Sagittarius

By Sany ChararaHoroscopes
We are addicted

To the monotonous music
We hear but don’t listen to

We are conflicted
Yet oblivious

We are fools of time
We were evicted

From our land
Though we are still here

We are convicted
And we confess

To an undone crime
We are innocent

Yet guilty of being silent
Revolution is unpredicted

Revolutionize
We are resistant

To change
But addicted

To traditionalism
We are consistent

With modernity
Yet antagonistic

To resistance
We are torn

Between two roads
We are existent

In the vacuum of existence
The light is distant

But in the distance
Lies the truth
Revolutionize

I dream of the orange tree whose fruit I may never taste
Of the olive tree in whose shade I may never seek refuge
And of fields of green heaven whose splendor I may never see
And of proud mountains whose majesty my being may never surrender to
Of neighbors whose kindness may never shame me
Of sweet wine I may never savor, from grapes I may never grow 
Of sweat that may never leave my pores , on land I may never toil
And tears I may never shed out of pain I may never feel
Laughter that will never fill my heart ,with friends I may never know
Of lovers in whose hearts I may never take refuge
Or on whose account I may never cry 
Or of memories whose sweet taste may never bring tears to my eyes
Of mistakes I may never make
Of a life I may never live
Oh Palestine , I dream of you 

I Dream of Palestine
By Tarek Jaafar

revolutionize
Fatima Hanan El Reda
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Student Voice gives readers the opportunity to provide 
feedback about the Scope and life at LIU. Letters should 
be brief and courteous (No more than 200 words).

StudentStudentStudentStudent
VoiceVoice
Student
Voice !!!

Send to the.scope@liu.edu.lb with subject ‘Student Voice’

Dear The Scope,
We hear about students from other universities participating on many TV shows, including political shows. But I rarely see LIU students in such shows, so we should make an effort to be included in such activities.
Mohammad Kansoun
Beirut campus

Dear The Scope,

Please get us more ATMs for 

the Beirut campus! There are 

thousands of students here and 

the one existing may have been 

enough two years ago, even last 

year, but now payment day is 

dreaded. 

Zainab T

Beirut Campus

Dear The Scope,
I would like to bring up the issue of smoking. Is it a functional way for peo-ple to escape their problems? And what kind of relationship makes peo-ple so addicted, so as to carry a small rectangular box in their pocket for the whole day, month or year? What good effect exactly could this mixture of nicotine and tobacco have? Is it really essential for having great and strong social relations? Finally, who can answer all these questions at a  time when I’m sitting on the benches of the Lebanese International Univer-sity, in a crowd, trying to study (be-cause the library is always full) beside a very  annoying group that can’t stop the smoking for more than one hour and a half?

Emad Aboulteif
Beirut Campus

Can you solve any of these riddles?
If you think you have an answer,
email the.scope@liu.edu.lb and claim your prize!
Please include ‘riddles’ in the subject line.

What does man love more than life?
Fear more than death or mortal strife?
What do the poor have, that the rich require,
And what contented men desire?
What does the miser spend, the spendthrift save,
And all men carry to their graves?

Brothers and sisters have I none,
Yet that man’s father is my father’s son. 
How is this possible?

n m s j e a l o u s y e c t
t l g i d i p l o m a c y t
r e c r u i t m e n t c e r
h a i e c n m a w a v h n m
u d v v a e a t e f m o u a
m e i o t p j e a g l l t s
a r l l i o e r t h t e r t
n s i u o t s i h a m s i e
i h z t n i t a e n i t t r
t i a i n s y l r i u e i p
y p t o r m e n t s d r o i
a n i n s p i r a t i o n e
i c o m m u t e m a o l h c
c o n s c i o u s n e s s e

Revolution
Majesty
Jealousy
Civilization
Inspiration
Leadership
Education
Humanity
Torment
Commute
Diplomacy
Afghanistan
Nepotism
Recruitment
Nutrition
Cholesterol
Masterpiece
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مقتبس من كتاب
أنا أقذر رجل في التاريخ

صنّفوني

كافراً

أنا لست بحالم
... و ما رجوتُ الخيالَ في كتاباتي ..

و ما ابتدعت من أوهامٍ حكاياتي ..
بكلّ اختصارِ كتبتُ واقعاً

لتلقى في أسطري مرآةً لنفسك...
أنا أقذر رجل في التاريخ هو كتاب

شعر يجسّد العديد من الحالات الإجتماعية
 و القضايا الوطنية و الدينية

علي المولى

إرم يمينك
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ها هي , اأيها القلب اأ�سغي,
 ان في هذا الناي

 تن�سرب مو�سيقى الاأزهار البرية,
والاأوراق المتناثرة

والمياه المتلاألئة 
و معه تن�ساب مو�سيقى الظلال الرنانة.

لقد ن�سل الناي ب�سمته من �سفة حبي,
 ثم �سل�سلها في حياتي.

لكن دوماً تقف بعيداً عن اأغنياتي,
 فموجات اأنغامي تغمر قدميك,

 بيد اأني لا اأدري كيف اأ�سل اليك,

انه الاألم الذي اأم�سى نغم, 
نغم ين�ساب من الناي,

 الناي الذي ينتظر ال�ساعة
ال�ساعة التي يعبر قاربك الماء,

وتم�سك يدي.

فاأقف منده�ساً
ونافذة قلبي مفتوحة و مذهولة

أنغام الناي

لي مد

أنغام الناي
 بوجود الا�سم الذي عرفتني اياه,

 م�سطوراً على ورقات الن�سيان و اأزاهيره.

لقد كنت مركز قلبي 
و لهذا لم اأععليك قط

 حين هفا قلبي هائماً.

لقد تواريت من حبي,
و عزفت عن اخر امالي التي واكبتها دوماً.

ففي كبريائي
 قد غنيت لنف�سي 

في كل ن�سوة من حياتي 
. و قد ن�سيت اأن اأغني لك

حين ترفع م�سباحك في ال�سماء
 فاأنه يريق نوره على وجهي

 ويتطامن ظله فوقك.

و حين ترفع م�سباح الحب في قلبي,
فاأن نوره ين�سكب فوقك

 واأقبع اأنا في الظل ... وحيداً

حقيقة أحدية الأزل...
لم تك���ن في يوم من الاأي���ام ال�سيا�سة ذات الحرية المطلق���ة هي ال�سيا�سة 
د ال�سيا�سات التي  تع���د الت���ي يج���در بها اأن ت�س���ود في اأنحاء العالم, ف���اإن
د الم�سال���ح ال�سخ�سية في كل دول���ة, علما" اأن  عن تع���د سهدناه���ا ن���ا�
د الاأديان كانت غطاء" للعديد م���ن هذه الم�سالح.. اختلا����س فكرة تع���د

فالدين واحد كما الحق واحد و الله اأحد..
ق���ال الاإم���ام زين العابدي���ن عليه ال�س���لام  اإن للحمق دول���ة على العقل 
وللمنك���ر دولة على المعروف , ولل�سر دولة على الخير , وللجهل دولة على 
ق دولة على الرفق , وللبوؤ�س  ر��� الحل���م , وللجزع دولة على ال�سبر , وللخ
ة دولة عل���ى الرخاء , وللرغب���ة دولة على  دول���ة عل���ى الخ�سب , ولل�س���د
الزه���د , وللبيوت الخبيثة دولة عل���ى بيوتات ال�سرف , وللاأر�س ال�سبخة 

دولة على الاأر�س العذبة.
مات  الغلبة والا�ستي���لاء , وهي من اأبرز مقو  هي   الدول���ة  واإذا كان���ت
 ال�سلط���ة الحاكمة  ف���اإن الدين الحقيقي الكفيل ب���اأن ي�سود   قد اأدرج 

ق�سية ال�سلطة ال�سيا�سية
ر في  م به���ا , ويفكة , والطبيعي���ة , الت���ي يهت��� في �سائ���ر الق�ساي���ا الحيوي
اإ�سلاحه���ا , ويح���اول رف���ع م�سكلاتها الت���ي ت�ستولي عل���ى الاإن�سان , من  
���ة , ونف�سية , ودينية من دون اأدن���ى احتكار اأو اأدنى  ة , وثقافي��� اقت�سادي

تخلي اأي�سا".
ناد نور

حين يخطىء الصغار
من ال�سهل اأن يعترف اأحدهم – على الاأقل –

و كاأن �سيئاً لم يكن
حين يخطىء الكبار

من المتوقع اأن يتغا�سوا – جميعهم –
و كاأن �سيئاً لم يكن

و بين خطاأ ال�سغر و الكبر...
�ستان �سلباً لذة كل �سباح و م�ساء.

..................................................

وطن من ورق
منذ ب�سعة اأيام...

كنت ناراً لا تخفيها قطرات الماء
عا�سفة �سديدة لا يعنيها الانح�سار

بحر غا�سب هجره الهدوء
و ثورة م�ستعلة تاأبى اأن تنطفىء

لكن عندما �سارف الاأمر على النهاية
وطن من ورق لم تكن �سوى

رو مد فارض
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ا�ستقت اإليك يا فلذة مني يا قطعة مني يا اأنا يا كل الحياة
فاأنت البداية واأنت النهاية وحبي لك �سيبقى حتى الممات

نبيلة اليوم �ستكتب لك بكل الاأحرف و�سين�سر مقالها بكل المجلات
نبيلة  الفتاة   الب�سيطة الطيبة من اأجلك اأحبت الحياة

 نبيلة �سافرت بعيداً و كتبت فيك الق�س�س والحكايات
 وباأ�سفارها هذه راأت كثيراً وبكت اأعينها اأنت 
بكتك يا اأغلى النا�س ويا اأروعها ويا الحياة  .

ارادت اأن تقول   ارادت اأن تقول لك كم اأحبتك يا اأ�سمى النا�س واأ�سرفها
يا اأطيب ما خلق الله من ب�سر  ..

اأ�سبحت فتاتك غريبة من بعدك ,وما اأب�سع غربتك عنها 
يا من و�سع على وجهها ال�سحكات 

فرحت فرحاً عظيماً  بوجودك وكم تاألمت من بعدك
كم بكت بكائها وكم كان بكائها طويلًا

طويلًا جداً لاأن �سفرك كان بعيداً وحزيناً اأي�ساً
اأ�سبحت الاأن عرو�س وكم اأردت اأن تراني بالف�ستان الاأبي�س 

.. عرو�سة جميلة اأنا اليوم ولكن تمنيت وجودك معي يا حبيب عمري
يا �سنيني الراحلة يا اأحزاني يا حبي الاأبدي يا الحنان يا الكلمات ويا كل �سيء

 اأبي كم اأنت حبيبي وكم تنتهي عندك الكلمات
يا اأبي العين م�ستاقة جداً ,والقلب متلهف لرئياك ..

مع اأنها اأجمل �سنيني ولكنني انتظر لقياك
اأعد الاأيام و ال�ساعات ولا �سيئا يعنيني من بعدك

نعم رحلت اإلى عوالم بعيدة جداً وما ظلت اأ�سافر ببحر دنياك
ا�سترجع ذكرى طفولتي معك وا�سترجع كيف كنت تروي  الحكايات
�سوف اأعد ال�ساعات يا اأبي حتى نلتقي مجدداً �سوف اأعد ال�ساعات

وقبل اأن ا�ستودعك مجدداً يا اأبي اأود اأن اأقول لك اأنك حبي الاأول و الاأجمل اأنت اأنا واأنت الحياة

قصيدةٌ نبيلة

داليا ب�سمة

م�ست في حدائق الريحان تتغندر
خائفة الورود من بهائها تت�ستر

و اكليل الورد على جبينها �سار اأحمر
 محرج و كيف لا يخجل

فهي اأميرة و من تاأمر لا يزعل
و هي في البهاء لهيب �سمعة لم ت�سعل

تتعالى في مرج اأبى فيه ملك اأن يتكبر 
ر عذو لكن هي ا�ست�سناء من بين الكبار ت

ها هي تغني و ترندح تحت ال�سنوبر

تقف منده�سة لاأن البلبل لا ير�سى بمناف�سة
غنت و علا �سوت عذب , تهزمه لعل و ع�سى

ت الهزيمة و تجلت اأهازيج ب�سوت لا ين�سى س� ف ر

توا�سعت الاأميرة المهزومة و التتويج بالاكليل 
مرادها

بينما تت�سلق , غ�سن ح�سود الى الاأر�س اأعادها
لب رحمة , نهر وديع تلقاها  وح�سد الطبيعة ق
عامت فرحة على وجهها و ب�سمة على �سفتاها
لكن التكبر و الغي لم تفارق المرجة ذكراها

فثقل الماء في حريرها قد اأغرق جثمانها
ف�ساعت بين ال�سياء و راأدها

و بين الطبيعة و واأدها
ن�سيت اأن للتكبر و التعالي اأثمانها

قصة أميرة

لي مد

ها اأنا اأكتب ر�سالةً
لمن هو قلبي ناب�ساً

ي�س لي الدماء تاركاً
كل هموم قلبه مبت�سماً

ن اأين اأنا اأتيت له �سائلًا م
حلم اأم وهم اتياً

نعيم اأم جحيم �سائداً
يقول اأنني ل�ست باإن�ساناً عادياً

ملاك �ساطع الوجه فاتناً
اأغدو و اأطير في الف�ساء حاملًا

كل امالها و اأمنياتها داعيه
اأن اأكون رجل اأحلامها نا�سيه

اأنها هي من اأ�سعلت قلبي
بالدفء و الحنان اللذين

ةً للعي�س من دونهما لا يوجد لذ
و لا حتى القدرة على التنف�س

العي�س من دونك كالعي�س عند خالي
و لا اأبال اإن قلت في الربع الخالي

سليت �سجدت دعيت لاإله�
متى �سيخفق قلبي الفاني

و ها اأنا اأنظر اإليك مبت�سماً
اأروي لك ق�سة اأحلامي

حاً دخلت لقلبي مالئا  ر ف
ما�سحا كل جروحي و الامي

ل �سحر اأ�سرت عيني ك
و قلبت كل كياني

كيان ال�سهيوني لا يملك القوة
التي يملكها قلبي و وجداني
حبي اإليك كحبي لفل�سطين

سائلًا متى اللقاء�

رسالة قصيرة 

لدا مد

قصة أميرة
رسالة قصيرةرسالة قصيرة

قصيدةٌ نبيلة
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جل�س���ت في غرفتي وكان الطق�س عا�سفاً .بداأت ا�ستجمع ذكرياتي معك 
وذكري���ات الطفولة الحزين���ة اأت�سفح كتاب الزمن الم���ر الذي كنا نحن 
ابطال���ه .اأتذكر يا اأبي عندما كنت طفل���ةً �سغيرة وكنت تروي لي ق�سة 
النب���ي يو�سف وتحذرني من خيان���ة الب�سر, وتر�سم لي �سوراً غريبة عن 
الحرب على لبن���ان واإجتياح فل�سطين وعن طبيع���ة الب�سر . ا�ستوقفتني 
هذه الق�سة كثيراً وعدت بذاكرتي وا�ستجمعت نف�سي وتذكرت غدرهم 
لك يا والدي. هوؤلاء الذين من اأجلهم اأحببت الحياة ,والذين من اأجلهم 
�سحي���ت ب�سنين الغربة وتحملت عذابات اللي���الي الوحيدة .هوؤلاء الذي 
ا�ستري���ت له���م المناز ل وحر�ست عل���ى تعليمهم وا�ستري���ت لهم الذهب 
والف�س���ة واحتفل���ت باولادهم . ه���وؤلاء الذي م���ن اأجلهم رحل���ت بعيداً 
واعترف���ت بحبك لهم كثيراً وميزته���م بكل �سيء وا�ستمريت بتق�سيرك 
لن���ا تحت �سعار الاأخ���وة .ي�سطفون حولنا ويجتمع���ون لقتلناويحر�سون 
عل���ى ت�سويه �سمعتن���ا وتحطيم عزيمتن���ا وارادتنا .يخترع���ون ق�س�ساً 

غريبة بل ويجعلون منك اأ�سحوكة المو�سم 
لم���اذا تنحي���ت جانباً ولماذا ال�سم���ت يا اأبي .كم من م���رةٍ حاولو حرقنا 
في المن���زل .ك���م من مرة ه���ذا الذي اأ�سميت���ه الوالد الحن���ون عمل على 
تحطيم���ك .كيف تطلب من���ي اأن اأن�سى ذاك اليوم ال���ذي ي�ساوي عندي 
األف �سنة .. يوم ذهبت للقائك وراأيتك نائماً كالطير المذبوح تنزف من 
الوري���د اإلى الوريد .تئن من الاألم وتعان���د الاأوجاع المريرة . كيف تطلب 
مني اأن اأن�سى ال�سبعون ليلى التي كنت اركع فيها واطلب من رب العالمين 
اأن يبقي���ك حيا . اأنا قاعدة واأطفالي ال�سغار لا ن�سمع اإلا اأ�سوات الريح 
الحزين���ة واأجرا����س الرعب تحدثنا ونحدق باأع���ين خائفة . اأتذكر ذاك 
اليوم الذي اأتى به ذاك الرجل طالباً ال�سماح .كيف تغفر لهم يا والدي 
.األي����س ه���م الذين جعلو بنا غرب���اء بين البلاد. نغادر م���ن منطقة اإلى 
اأخرى �سعياًاإلى حياة اأف�سل واأنت تترك لهم ثمرة عطائك باإ�سم العائلة 

.كيف تطلب مني اأن اأن�سى دمعة اأمي باإ�سم ماذا يا اأبي.
 اأتذكر عندما علمتني اأقاويل الم�سيح ومنها قد يغفر لها اخطائها الكثيرة 
لاأنه���ا اأحب���ت كثيرا. ق���د يغفر رب العالم���ين لهذا النوع م���ن الب�سر ولكن 
اأ�س���ك اأن يغفر لعدد من العاهرات في عائلتن���ا يا اأبي . هذا النوع المميز 
من العاه���رات الذين يملكون كل �سيء ال���زوج ال�سالح والمنزل والحياة 

الكريم���ة ولكنه���م ي�سرون اإ�س���راراً �سديداً عل���ى ت�سويه �سمعتن���ا . اإذا 
�ساألتني لماذا لاأنهم بعيدون ج���داً عن ال�سرف والكرامة ولاأنهم ممتلئون 
بالحق���د .انني اأدرجهم تحت الن���وع المميز من العاهرات لاأن عهرهم لم 
يتوق���ف مع مرور الزم���ن ولن يتوقف اأبداً وتطلب من���ي ال�سمت مجدداً 
. كي���ف ت�سق���ط عن ه���ذه الجريمة النكراء .ق���د �سعو جداً عل���ى تعذبنا 
ونح���ن تقابلنا العذاب .مرت �سنين وبداأنا نعمل معاً وتفوقنا في مجالات 
عدي���دة .هذه الحقيق���ة ترعبهم بل بالحقيقة تزعجه���م يا والدي. انهم 
اليوم يبحث���ون عن طريقة جديدة لتحطيمنا ,يخت���ارون المكان والزمان 

ويح�سرون لمقبرة جماعية .يبحثون عن �سيناريو جديد يبعد ال�سبهات 
 ه���م الذين م���ن اأجلهم اأحببت الحي���اة و�سيحزنك كلامي ه���ذا يا اأبي. 
فاأن���ت ق���ررت لع���ب دور البطولة وقررت لع���ب دور الاإن�س���ان الذي يترفع 
ع���ن كل الاأخط���اء .اليوم ق���ررت اأن اأقل���ب �سفحات الزمن الم���ر واأ�سرح 
للا�سدقاءع���ن الحياة .�ساكت���ب تفا�سيل �سغيرة لاأنني ل���و كتبتها كبيرة 
�س���وف تبك���ي الملايين و�س���وف تدمع اأع���ين الاأمه���ات ,فليق���راأ القارئون 
ولي�ستم���ع ال�سامع���ون وليعرفو ق�ستنا ي���ا والدي .كل واح���د منهم يحكم 
علين���ا بطريقة خا�س���ة ونحن نع�س بمجتمعٍ ممتل���ئ بالخبائ ث فليعرف 
الاأ�سدق���اء اأن قلب���ك كان وا�س���ع جميل يح���ب الحياة واأن���ا طيبتك كانت 
مفرط���ة واأن ب�ساطتك تخط���ت الحدود ولذلكك قطع���ت �سيوف غدرهم 

�سنينك يا والدي
 لقد اأحبوالمال حباً جماً و ف�سلو المراكز ولم يحفرو في ذاكرتي اإلى طفولة 
مغت�سب���ة .هذه اأختي ال�سغيرة �سيرين تقل���ب �سفحات هذا الزمن الذي 
كن���ا نح���ن ابطاله واألتي كانت مرارته اأ�سد م���رارة العلقم . االله اأكبر من 
ظلمه���م يا اأبي. الله اأكبر من مكرهم لك . الله اأكبر و�سوف اكتب كل يوم 
�سفحة واألتم�س حرارة دمعتي. فكم تمنيت كتابة هذه ال�سفحات معك يا 
وال���دي فاأنت كاتب مبدع ومميز .كم وعدتن���ي �سابقاً اأى ن نكتب معاً .اأنا 
اليوم جال�سة وحيدة اكتب وحيدة فاأنا الحزينة وتطلب مني اأن ا�سامحهم 
. اأع���دك اأن اأطوي �سفحات ه���ذا الكتاب بنجاح فاأن���ا اأ�سلمت روحي اإلى 
برئي ولم اأعد اأخاف �سيئاً والحمدلله اأ�سبحت اأقوى . اني اتحادهم اليوم 
واأعده���م ب���اأن اإنتقام الله �سوف يكون ع�سيراً وحت���ى لو مرت �سنين كثيرة 

فوعد الله حق واألله لا يخلف الميعاد واإن�ساأ الله �سنكون من ال�سابرين.

رسالة إلى والدي

داليا ب�سمة

الدكتورة حليمة القعقور 
فاطمة �ساهر
عو�ض مرعي

ليلى منا�سفي
بالتن�سيق والتعاون مع نيبال فتوني

وبناء على قناعاتهم بان الوعي هو مفتاح الطريق للتغيير الذي هو جوهر الحياة....

ومما يميز هذه التجربة في فرع الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية/ فرع �سيدا, اأن الم�ساركة جاءت تطوعية من 35 طالب وطالبة �ساركوا بحما�س ملحوظ 
في اليوم الاولمبي لذوي الاحتياجات الخا�سة في 15 ايار الما�سي ليحولوا يوم النكبة الى يوم م�سرق بالاأفكار الجديدة المعطاءة الم�سعة لعلنا ن�سهد 
فرحا ملهما جديدا. وكان تجمع المتطوعين من الطلبة في �ساحة رعاية دار اليتيم في �سيدا الذي اقيم الحدث بالتعاون معهم تاأكيدا من الطرفين 

ان ا�سعب الحقائق في العالم يمكن مواجهتها بمبادرة ب�سيطة واكبر الثوابت والاأفكار النمطية يمكن تغييرها بالعمل والجد والمثابرة وفق مبداأ 
الحكمة ال�سينية القديمة باأن كل عبارة �سادمة تتلا�سى بالوعي والعمل والا�سرار على التغيير وال�سباب هم دائما �سر هذا التغيير وانهم لي�سوا 

مجرد كائنات لا تتعدى اهتماماتها حدود المظهر الخارجي او تحقيق التح�سيل الدرا�سي الاكاديمي... وهكذا بداأ جيل المتطوعين رحلة الالف ميل 
بخطوة ا�ستهلتها كلمات توعوية ار�سادية اعقبها ا�سعال اللاعب وليد فاخوري �سعلة الاأولمبياد الخا�س لذوي الاحتياجات الخا�سة/ لبنان, معلنا 

بداية الن�ساط الاولمبيادي الدي ت�سمن الم�ساركة بكرة القدم والطائرة والعاب القوى ولعبة البوت�سي.

كما تخلل الن�ساط على �سعيد اخر فحو�سات طبية �ساملة دورية للاعبين الم�ساركين من كافة الاأعمار من قبل اطباء متطوعين وبدعم من فريق 
المتطوعين في الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية/�سيدا و�سمل فح�س ال�سمع والنظر والا�سنان وال�سحة العامة والعلاج الفيزيائي كما دون الطلاب 

المتطوعون ملاحظاتهم عن رحلة توا�سلهم مع اللاعبين والاأهالي والاأطباء في تقارير خا�سة بهدف تحقيق اهداف الن�ساط  في تحقيق الدمج بين 
الاأ�سوياء وذوي الاحتياجات الخا�سة ون�سر ر�سالة المحبة والالفة بين ابناء الب�سرية الواحدة وعدم و�سع هذه الفئات في �سندوق مغلق يحدد امالهم 

واأحلامهم وطموحاتهم في الحياة.

ومن جانب اخر, ذكرت الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية, ان هذا الن�ساط لن يكون نهاية المطاف في التعاون مع هذة الق�سية المجتمعية الهامة والمحورية 
بل ياأتي �سمن خطة �ساملة تتبناها الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية لتغيير نظرة المجتمع نحو ق�سية الاعاقة في اطار عمل م�ستمر ودوؤوب يهدف اولا 
الى ا�سراك الطلاب والطالبات في الاعمال التطوعية و�سقل �سخ�سيتهم وتوا�سلهم مع ق�سايا مجتمعهم وتعميم الن�ساط من جانب اخر على 

كافة فروع الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية في لبنان ودعم كل الافكار التي ت�سب في ن�سر الوعي ب�سرورة تغيير نظرتنا الى كثير من المفاهيم الخاطئة 
كذلك ت�سع ادارة الجامعة في �سيدا في برامجهاخطة لا�ستمرار التعاون مع دار رعاية اليتيم في �سيدا يقدم من خلالها الطلاب و الطالبات كافة 

جهودهم وخدماتهم التعليمية والمادية واللوج�ستية لا�ستمرار التوا�سل مع الموؤ�س�سة الم�سهود لها بدورها الان�ساني في �سيدا.

فاطمة �ساهر
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عبارات, مفردات, مفاهيم, وم�سطلحات عديدة �سيئة ال�سمعة نتداولها في حياتنا اليومية اأثناء اأحاديثنا المتكررة دون عمد اأو وعي اأو معرفة 
م�سبقة لكنها للاأ�سف تترك اثارها النف�سية وخدو�سها الجارحة العميقة في قلوب ونفو�س المعنيين بها والمت�سررين منها الى درجة قد يخبو معها 

ب�سي�س الحياة والاأمل وي�سيطر عليهم روح الاحباط للاأ�سف وبدون مبالغة..

هذة الاأفكار وال�سور النمطية تطال كافة فئات المجتمع, بدءا من الن�ساء اللواتي قدمن زهرة �سبابهن في رعاية عوائلهن لينتهي بمعظمهن المطاف 
بعد تقدم العمر الى مجرد ن�ساء يقال عنهن انهن في �سن الياأ�س لا �سن التغيير كما هو مفرو�س....مرورا باخرين عر�ستهم الحياة المجحفة 
لا�سطرابات نف�سية عادية او حادة في ع�سرنا المتلبد الم�ساعر فاأطلقنا عليهم بكل �سخرية كلمة مجانين او �سعاف ال�سخ�سية اأو تهكمنا على 
الاأماكن الحقيقية التي يجب ان يكونوا فيها وما اأك من ت�سمياتها الغريبة في مجتمعاتنا التي تبدع في هدا الحقل بده�سة �سديدة الت�ساوؤل..

واأخيرا ولي�س اخراً وهنا المحك في مو�سوعنا اأ�سبحت كلمة معاقين اأو متخلفين من الكلمات الدارجة ال�سائعة على األ�سنتنا جميعا نطلقها 
باجحاف على اطفال و�سباب و�سابات في عمر الورود وبالغون اي�سا تعر�سوا ربما لحوادث مرورية او عانوا من عيوب خلقية جعلتهم تلفون 

ولي�س متخلفون وهناك فرق �سا�سع بين الم�سطلحين منهم تلفين �سكلا ولي�س م�سمونا ولكن لاحقتهم  هده الكلمة المقيتة عبر �سنوات طويلة, 
�سحيح اننا لم نحرقهم كما فعل هتلر ولكننا جلدناهم بهذة الكلمة عبر �سنوات طويلة عن جهل ربما او عدم اح�سا�س لنحدث لهم اعياء وتعبا 

نف�سيا ونعر�سهم ل�سغوط حادة تفوق بدرجات معاناتهم الج�سدية....

كل هذه الكلمات البائدة التي لي�ست كالكلمات والتي يتباهى بها اأحيانا من ق�ست قلوبهم او يلفظها اخرون عن غير وعي وق�سد في ع�سر �سميناه 
ع�سر التقدم والعلم والتطور وجد كثيرون مند زمن لي�س بالبعيد اأنه قد حان الوقت لمحاولة التغيير والتوقف عن التلف بها او حتى التعاي�س 

والتكيف معها و ا�ستبدالها على الاأقل بكلمات اأك رقة وما اكها في زمن امتلاأت به �سا�سات التلفزة بعبارات الحب والالفة ليكون �سماعها اقل 
نقلا ل�سعور ال�سفقة الذي امتد ل�سنوات طوال عبر الاأجيال خا�سة بعد اطلاق حقوق الطفل 

الخا�س من قبل الا المتحدة والذي يجب ان لا يتوقف عند حدود تقد  الدعم المادي 
فقط بل يجب ان يتعداه الى تغيير او�سافنا واحكامنا وكلماتنا التي ت�سكل وتبلور نظرتنا الى 

الحياة وتوقعاتنا تجاه كل من يعي�س بيننا من الاأ�سوياء والمر�سى الدين يعانون يوميا من 
�سعوبات على كافة ال�سعد ولكنهم لا يقلون بقدراتهم وارادتهم وتحديهم  عن ذويهم من 

الاأ�سحاء....

من هذا المنطلق داأبت كثير من المنظمات الاأهلية على م�ستوى العالم والوطن العربي 
على �سرورة تغيير هذه الت�سميات غير المرغوبة عبر اطلاق حملات منظمة �سعارها 

ت�سليط ال�سوء على ن�ساطات وقدرات ذوي الاحتياجات الخا�سة لاأهداف �سامية 
بحتة. 

35




 حياتنا وفي لبنان جاءت مبادرة الجمعيات المدنية والاأهلية باطلاق هذه الحملات والدعوات الجادة ل�س

بوقود اجتماعي م�ستنيريدمل الجروح وي�سفي نفو�س الاأ�سحاء وين�سر الوعي بينهم عن امور واأفكار طالما 
اعتبرناها ثانوية وعابرة وعادية لكنها اثبتت عمليا انها مقيتة وموؤلمة و�سديدة العن�سرية و�سيئة وعدوانية ومرعبة 

وموؤذية للم�ساعر والاأحا�سي�س, كما نوه واخت�سر طلاب الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية في �سيدا وجميع فروع الجامعة من خلال مل�سق 
جميل �سممته انامل وافكار مبدعة وواعدة لمكافحة ترداد م�سطلح المعاق والمتخلف وا�ستبداله بذوي الاحتياجات الخا�سة اي الذين يحتاجون الى 
رعاية من نوع خا�س على كافة ال�سعد في اطار اعادة تاأهيلهم لحياة اف�سل واأح واأك كفاءة كاأقل واجب تجاههم, وهذا المل�سق �سمن مبادرة 

ا�ستهلت باجتماعات وتنظيم من قبل الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية وعلى را�سهاال�سيدة زينب ابو نا�سيف وادارييها ومنهم

 ""


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الانطلاق���ة الاولى في العم���ل بعد الانته���اء من الدرا�س���ة الجامعية 
ت�س���كل تحدي���اً كب���يراً, والتحدي الاك���بر ان تكون عام���لا في غرفة 

الاخبار التلفزيونية.
الي���وم الاول في العم���ل كان بالن�سب���ة لي "كارث���ة" للوهل���ة الاولى 
اعتق���دت انن���ي انتقلت عبر ال�س���وء الى زمان وم���كان اخر. بالكاد 

ًفهمت �سيئا
لم يخط���ر يوماً على بالي العمل في غرف���ة الاخبار ولم اكلف نف�سي 
العن���اء لا�سعى خلف "الوا�سط���ة اللبنانية" عند �سي " �سي طائفة" 
لاأنن���ي كن���ت اعلم " وهي���دا تح�سي���ل حا�سل" ان العم���ل في اخبار 
المحط���ات المحلية اللبنانية يحتم علي التخلي عن مبادئي وقناعاتي 

ل�سالح �سيا�سة المحطة, وهو الامر الذي ارف�سه تماماً. 
لكن �ساءت الاقدار ان ا�سافر الى دبي بعد فترةٍ ق�سيرة من التخرج 
 senior" ال�  ايام  ا�ستنفذت طاقتي  ان  بعد  �سيما  "لغ���ير جو" لا 
project  ". م�س���ت الاج���ازة وقبل العودة الى ب���يروت بيومٍ واحدٍ 
فق���ط تلقي���ت ات�سالًا من تلفزي���ون الان الذي يب م���ن مدينة دبي 
للاعلام, وكان اللقاء  في �سباح اليوم الثاني مع مديرة ق�سم الموارد 
الب�سري���ة.. اتخذت القرار ب�س���كلٍ �سريع اما العودة الى بيروت واما 

الانتظار حي انا.. وانتظرت..
حتى تقرر موعد الامتحان

اي امتحان
امتحان ال� " news tv writing " هذا ما قالوه لي.. 

" يا حبيبي خل�سنا من الجامعة , ليك �سو طلعلي " قلت في نف�سي
لح�س���ن حظ���ي ان كتاب " الكتابة لل�س���ورة" في جزاأيه الاول والثاني 

كان معي..
 "  جديد عن  ادر�س  ت  د اأع " و 

وعل���ى الرغ���م من التوت���ر الذي ا�سابن���ي عند الامتح���ان الا ان هذا 
التوتر �سرعان ما تلا�سى بعد ان رايت الا�سئلة. 

 �الامتحان كان عبارة عن ا�سئلة في ال
 ,Tv Production, Mass Communication , RadioTv News
بالا�سافة الى بع�س الا�سئلة العامة حول الاعلام العربي والتوجهات 
ال�سيا�سي���ة للمحط���ات وانعكا�س���ات ذل���ك عل���ى النا����س في ال�س���ارع 

العربي..
وهن���ا ادرك���ت اهمية الدرا�س���ة والمعلومات التي تلقيته���ا اثناء الاربع 
�سن���ين التي ق�سيتها في الجامع���ة اللبنانية الدولي���ة, وادركت اهمية 
التوا�سل بين الا�ساتذة والتلامذة في ق�سم الاعلام بتهيئتهم للو�سول 
الى م�ستوى معين يتوافق مع الجو الاعلامي العام من حي التقنيات 

والمعلومات الوفيرة والدقيقة في ان معاً.
بلت في ق�سم الاخبار الذي  بع���د ان اجتزت جميع مراحل التوظيف, ق
لم اك���ن احل���م يوماً بالان�سم���ام اليه, ومع مرور الوق���ت والايام التي 
لم تتج���اوز حت���ى الان ال�ت�سعين اكت�سبت خبرة اك��� من المتوقع, لاأن 
النظ���ام في تلفزيون الان يحت���م على جميع العامل���ين بغرفة الاخبار 
اتٍ متع���ددة بحي انه يمكن للمذي���ع ان يكون منتج  ان ينج���زوا مهم
الن�س���رة, وان منت���ج الن�سرة ممك���ن ان يكون ال���� editor , وممكن 
راً و مرا�س���لًا في انٍ معاً.. باخت�سار "  لكات���ب الاخب���ار ان يكون محر

لازم نعرف كل �سي".
ه���ذا الامر متعب ويتطلب �سرعة وممار�س���ة في التنفيذ, الامر الذي 
عاني���ت من���ه في الاي���ام الاولى , لك���ن مع م���رور الوق���ت اعتدت على 
الاج���واء الاخباري���ة وا�ستطعت ان اثب���ت نف�سي خ���لال ا�سابيعٍ قليلة 
لذلك اود ان اتوجه بال�سكر الجزيل لا�ساتذتي في ق�سم الاعلام على 
جهده���م المتوا�س���ل وعلى الدعم ال���ذي تلقيته منهم اثن���اء الدرا�سة 

وبعد التخرج.

..قصّتي بعد التّخرّج
حنين صبّاغ

المقال م�ساهم من جريدة

الم���كان هنا, الزمان الان. يت�سح اله���دف فتولد ال�سورة. التقطت 
ب�ست في اإطارٍ �سغير. تجمد الوقت وكذلك الوجوه.  اللحظة" وح"
انعدم���ت الحركة و�ساد ال�سمت. ح���ين تراها عين القارئ, ت�سبح 
اللحظ���ة ملكة, يحررها من اطارها فتتع���داه ويغدو المغزى في "ما 
وراء ال�س���ورة" من عمق المعنى وو�سع اف���اق الروؤية. تغدو اللحظة 
تج�سد حالة, فكرة, �سعور, تج�سد اأمة باأ�سرها, حقبة زمنية معينة. 
تحمل تلك اللحظ���ة واقعاً باأكمله, يمكننا معرفته "بالاإ�سغاء" اإلى 

ال�سورة, فن�سمع اأ�سوات الحياة ون�سعر بنب�سها وحركتها.

ومع ذلك, لا يزال البع�س ينظر اإلى الة الت�سوير كلعبة لل�سغار, 
لا تختلف عن الدمى. من هنا تبداأ معاناة الم�سور الفوتوغرافي اأو 
اإي ه���اوي اأو مبتدئ. فهو ي���رى في الت�سور و�سيلة للتعبير, ف�سحة 
اأمل, م�ساح���ة ت�سمح له اأن ي�سر كل ما في داخله, وكل ما يفعله 

المجتمع هو اإحباط تلك المحاولات الفنية.

اأول م���ا يوجه الم�سور الهاوي هي نظرة الاأقرباء المليئة بال�سخرية 
والعائلة التي تظن اأنه في التقاط ال�سور م�سيعة للوقت فيطلقون 
عل���ى ه���ذه الظاه���رة لق���ب "مو�س���ة الجي���ل" في ظ���ل "عجق���ة 
الكام���يرات" في اأزقة بيروت. لذلك يذكرون دائم���اً اأن الت�سوير 
"هواي���ة فق���ط" و"ممنوع ت�س���ير مهنة", ظناً منه���م اأن اإدارة 

...الاأعمال مربحة اأك

ثم ي�سطدم الم�سور بعقبة اأخرى وهي نظرة المجتمع ككل. فنحن 
نعاني اليوم من �سوء فهم وعدم تقدير للفنون في لبنان حي ينظر 
البع�س اإلى هواة الم�سرح والر�سم والنحت والت�سوير با�ستخفاف 

وينادونهم ب�"جماعة الفنون اللي بدهن يغيرو الدنيا".

كما اأن التقاط ال�سور يكاد اأن ي�سبح جريمة في بلدنا, فلا يقت�سر 
ة والم�ساة والنواطير والعاطلين عن العمل الذين  المو�س���وع على المار
ر لم���اذا لح�ساب من  من ت�سو ر ماذا ت�س���و" يفتح���ون تحقي���ق
تعم���ل هل معك اإذن", بل يتعداهم وذل���ك "لاأ�سباب و�سرورات 
اأمني���ة". فالاأح���زاب تفر����س طوق���اً على معظ���م اأحي���اء وزواريب 
ب���يروت, محول���ة اياها اإلى "مراك���ز ر�سد ومراقب���ة". وهنا تجدر 
الاإ�س���ارة اإلى التعامل ال���لا اأخلاقي مع م�سوري���ن ال�سوارع الذين 
لا يمنع���ون عن ممار�س���ات حقهم في الت�سوير, ب���ل يتعر�سون اإلى 
الاإهانة وال�ستيمة واأحياناً اإلى ال�سرب وم�سادرة اأو ك�سر الكاميرا.

رغ���م تلك ال�سعوبات التي تواجه الم�سور اليوم, لن ي�ستطيع اأحد 
اأن يم���د يده اأمام عد�سته مانع���اً الت�سوير. فم�سوري ال�سوارع في 

زواريب بيروت هم النب�س الذي يجري في �سرايين مدينتنا.

إبتسم... صورة!

كار عمار
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 130    1 تدركه" يوحنا  لم  والظلمة  الظلمة  في  ي�سيء  والنور  النا�س.  نور  كانت  والحياة  الحياة  "كانت 
الكلم���ة ه���ي الن���ور و اأ�سا�س العلم, اأ�سل تكوين بح���ر المعرفة الذي يتدفق بمده و ج���زره على �سواحل العق���ل و المنطق, فيلام�س بزبد 

اأمواجه �سفحات كتاباتنا المخططة باأفكارنا, خواطرنا, ذكرياتنا, و اازاتنا.
كلماتنا لوحة اجتماعية جمعت نحاتي و مبدعي الجامعة, را�سمين باأحرفهم طوطات ما اختبروا في الحياة و ما �سيختبرونه

كلماتنا منحوتة الطلاب, من الطلاب للطلاب.
email the.scope@liu.edu.lb وا اأفكاركم و بادرواان

واد

 اأي راأي و/اأو وجهة نظر من�سورة في هذه المجلة تاأتي مبا�سرة من الكاتب الم�ساهم و لا تمثل فل�سفة اأو وجهة نظر الجامعة اللبنانية الدولية

ج تي بعد التخر ق�س

ابت�س �سورة

والد سالة ار

ة امة س

رسالة سة

سيدة نبيلة

ور م وط

ار سال  ح

حقيقة احدة ال

اليو اوبي
لو احتياا اا�سة

ا سب� حن





Students Emails
@students.liu.edu.lb

The students have a 10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity10GB capacity between email, contacts and calen- between email, contacts and calen-
dar. They are able to login to MSNMSNMSNMSN to chat and share documents using 
their email accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accountsemail accounts. They can chat through text, voice, and video. 
Moreover, they will have an online folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacityonline folder of 25GB capacity on sky drive. on sky drive.

For more Information contact:
IT Department at any LIU Campus



Looking
for a       job?

The Career Department at LIU
serves as a bridge from the classroom to the workforce 

and can connect you to employers today. 

Seize your opportunity!
Send your CV to careers@liu.edu.lb or careers@students.liu.edu.lb

Join our Facebook page and group ‘LIU - Career Development & Job Opportunities’
to check the latest offers straight from the companies.

Feel free to contact us for any help in developing your CV



Beirut
Lebanon Yemen

Mauritania

Morocco

Senegal

Bekaa

Tripoli

Sour

Rayak

Saida AdenSana’a

Nabatieh MukallaTaiz

Mount Lebanon

DakarNouakchot

Casablanca

Tel: 01-706881
Fax: 01-306044
Al Mouseitbeh Area

Cell: 70-119431
Abbasiya

Cell: 76-889924
Rayak

Tel: 08-640930
Fax: 08-640871
Al Khiara - West Bekaa

Tel: 06-416333
Fax: 06-417333
Al Haykalieh

Tel: 07-750550
Fax: 07-752550
Saida

Tel: 967-2-231345
Fax: 967-2-239921
Khormaksar Str.

Tel: 967-1-502175
Fax: 967-1-502177
Jawlat Al Rowayshan

Tel: 07-767603
Fax: 07-767601
Nabatieh

Tel: 967-5-309091
Fax: 967-5-309093
Al Khor

Tel: 967-4-275858
Fax: 967-4-275885
Al Hawban

Tel: 01-882023
Fax: 01-882023
Jdeide

Tel: 221-338251437Tel: 222-5251888

Tel: 212-522940964

Scan this QR code
with your smartphone




